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by the United States or as otherwise authorized 
by law. Any moneys received as repayment of 
debts incurred under this article, as originally 
enacted and as amended [said sections], shall be 
credited to the appropriation for the payment of 
claims under this article [said sections]. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. IV, § 406, 54 Stat. 1184; 
Oct. 6, 1942, ch. 581, § 13, 56 Stat. 775; Apr. 3, 1948, 
ch. 170, § 6, 62 Stat. 160.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1948—Act Apr. 3, 1948, inserted last sentence. 

1942—Act Oct. 6, 1942, amended section generally, sub-

stituting provisions relating to guaranty of premiums 

and interest by United States, settlement of amounts 

due upon expiration of protection, subrogation of 

United States, and crediting debt repayments for provi-

sions relating to reports by insurers to Veterans’ Ad-

ministration. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Termination of war for purposes of sections 540 to 548 

of this Appendix, see note to section 584 of this Appen-

dix. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 5 section 5569. 

§ 547. Regulations; finality of determinations 

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall pro-
vide by regulations for such rules of procedure 
and forms as he may deem advisable in carrying 
out the provisions of this article [sections 540 to 
548 of this Appendix]. The findings of fact and 
conclusions of law made by the Secretary in ad-
ministering the provisions of this article [said 
sections] shall be final, and shall not be subject 
to review by any other official or agency of the 
Government. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. IV, § 407, 54 Stat. 1185; 
Oct. 6, 1942, ch. 581, § 13, 56 Stat. 775; Sept. 2, 1958, 
Pub. L. 85–857, § 14(76), 72 Stat. 1272; Mar. 18, 1991, 
Pub. L. 102–12, § 9(17), 105 Stat. 40.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Section 407 of act Oct. 17, 1940, as originally enacted, 

which, by the provisions of section 408 of act Oct. 17, 

1940, as amended (section 548 of this Appendix), is con-

tinued in force as to applications for protection exe-

cuted prior to Oct. 6, 1942, read as follows: ‘‘The Admin-

istrator of Veterans’ Affairs shall verify the computa-

tion of monthly difference reported by each insurer and 

shall, within ten days thereafter, deliver each month to 

the proper officer of such insurer, a certificate in the 

amount of the monthly difference certified in respect of 

each insurer. Such certificate shall be signed by said 

Administrator in the name of the United States, shall 

be in such form as the Administrator shall determine, 

shall be payable to the insurer within sixty days after 

the approval of the statement of account, as provided 

in section 411 hereof [section 551 of this Appendix], and 

shall bear interest at a rate to be prescribed by the Sec-

retary of the Treasury, payable with the principal. 

Such certificate shall not be transferred except with 

the approval of said Administrator and shall remain 

with the insurer until settlement is made in accordance 

with this article.’’ 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–12 substituted ‘‘The Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs shall’’ for ‘‘The Administrator of Vet-

erans’ Affairs is hereby authorized and directed to’’ in 

first sentence and ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator of 

Veterans’ Affairs’’ in second sentence. 

1958—Pub. L. 85–857 struck out provisions which re-

quired the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs to report 

annually to the Congress on the administration of sec-

tions 540 to 548 of this Appendix. See section 529 of Title 

38, Veterans’ Benefits. 

1942—Act Oct. 6, 1942, amended section generally, sub-

stituting provisions relating to regulations and finality 

of determinations for provisions relating to certificate 

of difference between premiums defaulted and paid and 

interest. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 85–857 effective Jan. 1, 1959, 

see section 2 of Pub. L. 85–857, set out as an Effective 

Date note preceding part I of Title 38, Veterans’ Bene-

fits. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 5 section 5569. 

§ 548. Repealed. Pub. L. 102–12, § 9(18), Mar. 18, 
1991, 105 Stat. 40 

Section, acts Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. IV, § 408, 54 

Stat. 1185; Oct. 6, 1942, ch. 581, § 13, 56 Stat. 776, related 

to law governing applications for protection prior to 

Oct. 6, 1942. 

§§ 549 to 554. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Sections 549 to 554 of this Appendix were omitted in 

the general amendment of article IV by act Oct. 6, 1942, 

ch. 581, § 13, 56 Stat. 773. 

Section 549, act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. IV, § 409, 54 

Stat. 1185, related to deduction of unpaid premiums 

from proceeds of policies. 

Section 550, act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. IV, § 410, 54 

Stat. 1185, related to lapsing of policy for failure to pay 

past due premiums upon termination of service. 

Section 551, act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. IV, § 411, 54 

Stat. 1185, related to accounts stated between insurers 

and United States. 

Section 552, act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. IV, § 412, 54 

Stat. 1185, related to payment of balances due insurers 

by Secretary of the Treasury. 

Section 553, act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. IV, § 413, 54 

Stat. 1186, related to policies excepted from application 

of article. 

Section 554, act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. IV, § 414, 54 

Stat. 1186, related to insurers within application of ar-

ticle. 

ARTICLE V—TAXES AND PUBLIC LANDS 

§ 560. Taxes respecting personalty, money, cred-
its, or realty; sale of property to enforce col-
lection; redemption of property sold; penalty 
for nonpayment; notice of rights to bene-
ficiaries of section 

(1) The provisions of this section shall apply 
when any taxes or assessments, whether general 
or special (other than taxes on income), whether 
falling due prior to or during the period of mili-
tary service, in respect of personal property, 
money, or credits, or real property owned and 
occupied for dwelling, professional, business, or 
agricultural purposes by a person in military 
service or his dependents at the commencement 
of his period of military service and still so oc-
cupied by his dependents or employees are not 
paid. 

(2) No sale of such property shall be made to 
enforce the collection of such tax or assessment, 
or any proceeding or action for such purpose 
commenced, except upon leave of court granted 
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upon application made therefor by the collector 
of taxes or other officer whose duty it is to en-
force the collection of taxes or assessments. The 
court thereupon, unless in its opinion the abil-
ity of the person in military service to pay such 
taxes or assessments is not materially affected 
by reason of such service, may stay such pro-
ceedings or such sale, as provided in this Act 
[sections 501 to 593 of this Appendix], for a pe-
riod extending not more than six months after 
the termination of the period of military service 
of such person. 

(3) When by law such property may be sold or 
forfeited to enforce the collection of such tax or 
assessment, such person in military service 
shall have the right to redeem or commence an 
action to redeem such property, at any time not 
later than six months after the termination of 
such service, but in no case later than six 
months after the date when this Act [said sec-
tions] ceases to be in force; but this shall not be 
taken to shorten any period, now or hereafter 
provided by the laws of any State or Territory 
for such redemption. 

(4) Whenever any tax or assessment shall not 
be paid when due, such tax or assessment due 
and unpaid shall bear interest until paid at the 
rate of 6 per centum per annum, and no other 
penalty or interest shall be incurred by reason 
of such nonpayment. Any lien for such unpaid 
taxes or assessment shall also include such in-
terest thereon. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. V, § 500, 54 Stat. 1186; 
Oct. 6, 1942, ch. 581, § 14, 56 Stat. 776.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1942—Subsec. (1). Act Oct. 6, 1942, inserted parenthet-

ical clause excepting income taxes, included taxes and 

assessments falling due prior to period of military serv-

ice, and extended benefits to cover personal property, 

money, or credits, and real property owned and occu-

pied for professional purposes. 

Subsec. (2). Act Oct. 6, 1942, § 14(a), amended subsec. 

(2) generally. 

Subsec. (5). Act Oct. 6, 1942, § 14(b), repealed subsec. 

(5) which required the Secretaries of War, Navy, and 

Treasury to give notice of the benefits of this section 

to persons in the military service. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 530 of this Ap-

pendix. 

§ 561. Rights to public lands not forfeited; graz-
ing lands 

(1) No right to any lands owned or controlled 
by the United States initiated or acquired under 
any laws of the United States, including the 
mining and mineral leasing laws, by any person 
prior to entering military service shall during 
the period of such service be forfeited or preju-
diced by reason of his absence from the land or 
his failure to perform any work or make any im-
provements thereon or his failure to do any 
other act required by or under such laws. 

(2) If a permittee or licensee under the Act of 
June 28, 1934 (48 Stat. 1269) [43 U.S.C. 315 et seq.] 
enters military service, he may elect to suspend 
his permit or license for the period of his mili-
tary service and six months thereafter, and the 
Secretary of the Interior by regulations shall 
provide for such suspension of permits and li-

censes and for the remission, reduction, or re-
fund of grazing fees during such suspension. 

(3) This section shall not be construed to con-
trol specific requirements contained in this arti-
cle [sections 560 to 574 of this Appendix]. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. V, § 501, 54 Stat. 1187.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The mining laws of the United States, referred to in 
subsec. (1), are classified generally to Title 30, Mineral 
Lands and Mining. 

Mineral leasing laws, referred to in subsec. (1), have 
been defined in sections 351, 505, 530, and 541e of Title 
30 to mean acts Oct. 20, 1914, ch. 330, 38 Stat. 741; Feb. 
25, 1920, ch. 85, 41 Stat. 437; Apr. 17, 1926, ch. 158, 44 Stat. 
301; and Feb. 7, 1927, ch. 66, 44 Stat. 1057. The act of Oct. 
20, 1914, was repealed by Pub. L. 86–252, § 1, Sept. 9, 1959, 
73 Stat. 490. The act of Feb. 25, 1920, known as the Min-
eral Leasing Act and is classified generally to chapter 
3A (§ 181 et seq.) of Title 30. The act of Apr. 17, 1926, is 
classified generally to subchapter VIII (§ 271 et seq.) of 
chapter 3A of Title 30. The act of Feb. 7, 1927, is classi-
fied principally to subchapter IX (§ 281 et seq.) of chap-
ter 3A of Title 30. For complete classification of these 
Acts to the Code, see Tables. 

Act of June 28, 1934 (48 Stat. 1269), referred to in sub-
sec. (2), is act June 28, 1934, ch. 865, 48 Stat. 1269, as 
amended, popularly known as the Taylor Grazing Act, 
which is classified principally to subchapter I (§ 315 et 
seq.) of chapter 8A of Title 43, Public Lands. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 315 of Title 43 and 
Tables. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 567, 572 of this 
Appendix; title 5 section 5569. 

§ 562. Homestead entries and settlement claims; 
service as equivalent to residence and cul-
tivation 

If any person whose application for a home-
stead entry has been allowed or who has made 
application for homestead entry which may 
thereafter be allowed, after such entry or appli-
cation enters military service, or if any person 
who has a valid settlement claim enters mili-
tary service, the Department of the Interior 
shall construe his military service to be equiva-
lent to residence and cultivation upon the tract 
entered or settled upon for the period of such 
service. From the effective date of this Act [Oct. 
17, 1940] no contest shall be initiated on the 
ground of abandonment and no allegation of 
abandonment shall be sustained against any 
such person, unless it shall be alleged in the pre-
liminary affidavit or affidavits of contest and 
proved at the hearing in cases initiated subse-
quent to the effective date of this Act [Oct. 17, 
1940] that the alleged absence from the land was 
not due to such military service. If such person 
is discharged on account of wounds received or 
disability incurred in the line of duty, the term 
of his enlistment and any period of hospitaliza-
tion due to such wounds or disability shall be 
deducted from the required length of residence, 
without reference to the time of actual service. 
No patent shall issue to any such person who 
has not resided upon, improved, and cultivated 
his homestead for a period of at least one year. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. V, § 502, 54 Stat. 1187.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 563, 567, 572 of 

this Appendix; title 5 section 5569. 
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