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retary of Defense determines are needed to per-
form that function, power, or duty, or for that 
activity, as the case may be, may, with the ap-
proval of the President, be transferred to the de-
partment or agency to which that function, 
power, duty, or activity, as the case may be, is 
transferred. The authorized strength in civilian 
employees of a department or agency from 
which employees are transferred under this sec-
tion is reduced by the number of employees so 
transferred. The authorized strength in civilian 
employees of a department or agency to which 
employees are transferred under this section is 
increased by the number of employees so trans-
ferred. 

(Added Pub. L. 87–651, title II, § 201(a), Sept. 7, 
1962, 76 Stat. 516; amended Pub. L. 96–513, title V, 
§ 511(2), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2920.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

126(a) ......

126(b).

5:172f(a). 
5:171n(a) (as applicable to 

5:172f(a)). 
5:172f (less (a)). 

July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 
§ 407; added Aug. 10, 
1949, ch. 412, § 11 (21st 
and 22d pars.), 63 Stat. 
589. 

July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 
§ 308(a) (as applicable 
to § 407), 61 Stat. 509. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘under authority of law’’ 
are omitted as surplusage. The following substitutions 
are made: ‘‘needed’’ for ‘‘necessary’’; ‘‘used’’ for ‘‘be 
available for use by’’; and ‘‘those appropriations’’ for 
‘‘said funds’’. 

In subsection (b), 5 U.S.C. 172f(b) is restated to reflect 
more clearly its purpose to authorize ‘‘transfers of per-
sonnel’’ (Senate Report No. 366, 81st Congress, p. 23). 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Subsec. (b) Pub. L. 96–513 substituted ‘‘Presi-
dent’’ for ‘‘Director of the Bureau of the Budget’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–513 effective Dec. 12, 1980, 
see section 701(b)(3) of Pub. L. 96–513, set out as a note 
under section 101 of this title. 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

Authority of President under subsec. (a) of this sec-
tion to approve transfers of balances of appropriations 
provided for therein delegated to Director of Office of 
Management and Budget, see section 9(2) of Ex. Ord. 
No. 11609, July 22, 1971, 36 F.R. 13747, set out as a note 
under section 301 of Title 3, The President. 

§ 127. Emergency and extraordinary expenses 

(a) Subject to the limitations of subsection (c), 
and within the limitation of appropriations 
made for the purpose, the Secretary of Defense, 
the Inspector General of the Department of De-
fense, and the Secretary of a military depart-
ment within his department, may provide for 
any emergency or extraordinary expense which 
cannot be anticipated or classified. When it is so 
provided in such an appropriation, the funds 
may be spent on approval or authority of the 
Secretary concerned or the Inspector General 
for any purpose he determines to be proper, and 
such a determination is final and conclusive 
upon the accounting officers of the United 
States. The Secretary concerned or the Inspec-
tor General may certify the amount of any such 
expenditure authorized by him that he considers 

advisable not to specify, and his certificate is 
sufficient voucher for the expenditure of that 
amount. 

(b) The authority conferred by this section 
may be delegated by the Secretary of Defense to 
any person in the Department of Defense, by the 
Inspector General to any person in the Office of 
the Inspector General, or by the Secretary of a 
military department to any person within his 
department, with or without the authority to 
make successive redelegations. 

(c) In any case in which funds are expended 
under the authority of subsections (a) and (b), 
the Secretary of Defense shall submit a report of 
such expenditures on a quarterly basis to the 
Committees on Armed Services and Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives. 

(Added Pub. L. 94–106, title VIII, § 804(a), Oct. 7, 
1975, 89 Stat. 538, § 140; amended Pub. L. 98–94, 
title XII, § 1268(2), Sept. 24, 1983, 97 Stat. 705; re-
numbered § 127 and amended Pub. L. 99–433, title 
I, §§ 101(a)(3), 110(d)(4), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 994, 
1002; Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title III, § 361, Nov. 
30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1627; Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, 
title III, § 378, Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2737.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–337 struck out par. (1) 
designation before ‘‘In any case’’ and struck out par. (2) 
which read as follows: ‘‘The amount of funds expended 
by the Inspector General of the Department of Defense 
under subsections (a) and (b) during a fiscal year may 
not exceed $400,000.’’ 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–160, § 361(1), inserted 
‘‘, the Inspector General of the Department of De-
fense,’’ after ‘‘the Secretary of Defense’’ and ‘‘or the In-
spector General’’ after ‘‘the Secretary concerned’’ and 
after ‘‘The Secretary concerned’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–160, § 361(2), inserted ‘‘, by the 
Inspector General to any person in the Office of the In-
spector General,’’ after ‘‘the Department of Defense’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–160, § 361(3), designated exist-
ing provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433 renumbered section 140 of this 
title as this section and substituted ‘‘Emergency’’ for 
‘‘Emergencies’’ in section catchline. 

1983—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–94 struck out ‘‘of this 
section’’ after ‘‘subsection (c)’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 98–94 struck out ‘‘of this section’’ 
after ‘‘subsections (a) and (b)’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Armed Services of House of Represent-
atives treated as referring to Committee on National 
Security of House of Representatives by section 1(a) of 
Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a note preceding section 21 of 
Title 2, The Congress. 

CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
UNDER DECLARATION OF WAR OR NATIONAL EMERGENCY 

Pub. L. 97–99, title IX, § 903, Dec. 23, 1981, 95 Stat. 1382, 
which authorized the Secretary of Defense, in the event 
of a declaration of war or the declaration of a national 
emergency by the President, to undertake military 
construction without regard to any other provisions of 
law, was repealed and restated as section 2808 of this 
title by Pub. L. 97–214, §§ 2(a), 7(18), July 12, 1982, 96 
Stat. 157, 174, effective Oct. 1, 1982. 

§ 127a. Expenses for contingency operations 

(a) DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL CONTINGENCY OP-
ERATIONS.—The funding procedures prescribed 
by this section apply with respect to any oper-
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ation involving the armed forces that is des-
ignated by the Secretary of Defense as a Na-
tional Contingency Operation. Whenever the 
Secretary designates an operation as a National 
Contingency Operation, the Secretary shall 
promptly transmit notice of that designation in 
writing to Congress. This section does not pro-
vide authority for the President or the Sec-
retary of Defense to carry out an operation, but 
applies to the Department of Defense mecha-
nisms by which funds are provided for oper-
ations that the armed forces are required to 
carry out under some other authority. 

(b) WAIVER OF REQUIREMENT TO REIMBURSE 
SUPPORT UNITS.—(1) When an operating unit of 
the armed forces participating in a National 
Contingency Operation receives support services 
from a support unit of the armed forces that op-
erates through the Defense Business Operations 
Fund (or a successor fund), that operating unit 
need not reimburse that support unit for the in-
cremental costs incurred by the support unit in 
providing such support, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law or Government account-
ing practice. 

(2) The amounts which but for paragraph (1) 
would be required to be reimbursed to a support 
unit shall be recorded as an expense attributable 
to the operation and shall be accounted for sepa-
rately. 

(3) The total of the unreimbursed sums for all 
National Contingency Operations may not ex-
ceed $300,000,000 at any one time. 

(c) FINANCIAL PLAN FOR CONTINGENCY OPER-
ATIONS.—(1) Within two months of the beginning 
of any National Contingency Operation, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to Congress a fi-
nancial plan for the operation that sets forth 
the manner by which the Secretary proposes to 
obtain funds for the full cost to the United 
States of the operation. 

(2) The plan shall specify in detail how the 
Secretary proposes to make the Defense Busi-
ness Operations Fund (or a successor fund) 
whole again. 

(d) INCREMENTAL COSTS.—For purposes of this 
section, incremental costs of the Department of 
Defense with respect to an operation are the 
costs that are directly attributable to the oper-
ation and that are otherwise chargeable to ac-
counts available for operation and maintenance 
or for military personnel. Any costs which are 
otherwise chargeable to accounts available for 
procurement may not be considered to be incre-
mental costs for purposes of this section. 

(e) INCREMENTAL PERSONNEL COSTS ACCOUNT.— 
There is hereby established in the Department 
of Defense a reserve fund to be known as the 
‘‘National Contingency Operation Personnel 
Fund’’. Amounts in the fund shall be available 
for incremental military personnel costs attrib-
utable to a National Contingency Operation. 
Amounts in the fund remain available until ex-
pended. 

(f) COORDINATION WITH WAR POWERS RESOLU-
TION.—This section may not be construed as al-
tering or superseding the War Powers Resolu-
tion. This section does not provide authority to 
conduct a National Contingency Operation or 
any other operation. 

(g) GAO COMPLIANCE REVIEWS.—The Comptrol-
ler General of the United States shall from time 

to time, and when requested by a committee of 
Congress, conduct a review of the defense con-
tingency funding structure under this section to 
determine whether the Department of Defense is 
complying with the requirements and limita-
tions of this section. 

(h) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘‘Na-
tional Contingency Operation’’ means a military 
operation that is designated by the Secretary of 
Defense as an operation the cost of which, when 
considered with the cost of other ongoing or po-
tential military operations, is expected to have 
a negative effect on training and readiness. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title XI, 
§ 1108(a)(1), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1751.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The War Powers Resolution, referred to in subsec. (f), 
is Pub. L. 93–148, Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 555, which is clas-
sified generally to chapter 33 (§ 1541 et seq.) of Title 50, 
War and National Defense. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 1541 of Title 50 and Tables. 

§ 128. Physical protection of special nuclear ma-
terial: limitation on dissemination of unclas-
sified information 

(a)(1) In addition to any other authority or re-
quirement regarding protection from dissemina-
tion of information, and subject to section 
552(b)(3) of title 5, the Secretary of Defense, with 
respect to special nuclear materials, shall pre-
scribe such regulations, after notice and oppor-
tunity for public comment thereon, or issue 
such orders as may be necessary to prohibit the 
unauthorized dissemination of unclassified in-
formation pertaining to security measures, in-
cluding security plans, procedures, and equip-
ment for the physical protection of special nu-
clear material. 

(2) The Secretary may prescribe regulations or 
issue orders under paragraph (1) to prohibit the 
dissemination of any information described in 
such paragraph only if and to the extent that 
the Secretary determines that the unauthorized 
dissemination of such information could reason-
ably be expected to have a significant adverse 
effect on the health and safety of the public or 
the common defense and security by signifi-
cantly increasing the likelihood of— 

(A) illegal production of nuclear weapons, or 
(B) theft, diversion, or sabotage of special 

nuclear materials, equipment, or facilities. 

(3) In making a determination under para-
graph (2), the Secretary may consider what the 
likelihood of an illegal production, theft, diver-
sion, or sabotage referred to in such paragraph 
would be if the information proposed to be pro-
hibited from dissemination under this section 
were at no time available for dissemination. 

(4) The Secretary shall exercise his authority 
under this subsection to prohibit the dissemina-
tion of any information described in paragraph 
(1)— 

(A) so as to apply the minimum restrictions 
needed to protect the health and safety of the 
public or the common defense and security; 
and 

(B) upon a determination that the unauthor-
ized dissemination of such information could 


