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delegates assembled in the annual national con-
vention from among qualified members of the 
corporation, except that the national advisor 
shall be the Secretary of Education, the execu-
tive secretary shall be a member of the Depart-
ment of Education, and the treasurer shall be an 
employee or member of a State agency that di-
rects or supervises a State program of agricul-
tural education under the provisions of the 
Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act [20 
U.S.C. 11 et seq.] or the Vocational Education 
Act of 1946. 

(d) Vote at national convention 

In the conduct of the business of the annual 
national convention each qualified delegate 
shall have one vote. 

(Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 7, 64 Stat. 565; 1953 Reorg. 
Plan. No. 1, §§ 5, 8, eff. Apr. 11, 1953, 18 F.R. 2053, 
67 Stat. 631; Oct. 17, 1979, Pub. L. 96–88, title III, 
§ 301(a)(1), (b)(2), title V, § 507, 93 Stat. 677, 678, 
692.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (c), is act Feb. 23, 1917, ch. 114, 39 
Stat. 929, as amended, which is classified to sections 11 
to 15 and 16 to 28 of Title 20, Education. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 11 of Title 20 and Tables. 

The Vocational Education Act of 1946, referred to in 
subsec. (c), is act June 8, 1936, ch. 541, 49 Stat. 1488, as 
amended, which was classified to sections 15h to 15q, 
15aa to 15jj, and 15aaa to 15ggg of Title 20, and was re-
pealed by section 103 of Pub. L. 90–576, title I, Oct. 16, 
1968, 82 Stat. 1091. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary of Education’’ and ‘‘the Department of 
Education’’ substituted for ‘‘Chief of the Agricultural 
Education Service, Office of Education, Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare’’ and ‘‘that service’’, re-
spectively, in subsec. (c), pursuant to sections 301(a)(1), 
(b)(2) and 507 of Pub. L. 96–88, which are classified to 
sections 3441(a)(1), (b)(2) and 3507 of Title 20, Education, 
and which transferred all functions of Office of Edu-
cation to Secretary of Education and transferred Office 
of Education to Department of Education. 

Functions of Federal Security Administrator trans-
ferred to Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 
and all agencies of Federal Security Agency transferred 
to Department of Health, Education, and Welfare by 
section 5 of Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1953, set out in the Ap-
pendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees. Federal Security Agency and office of Admin-

istrator abolished by section 8 of the Reorg. Plan No. 1 

of 1953. 

§ 278. Board of directors 

(a) Composition 

The governing body of the corporation, which 
shall exercise the powers herein granted to the 
corporation, shall be a board of directors com-
posed of: (1) the Secretary of Education, who 
shall act as chairman; (2) four staff members in 
the Department of Education; and (3) four State 
supervisors of agricultural education. 

(b) Tenure 

The terms of office of members of the board 
and the method of selection of such members, 
other than ex officio members, shall be pre-
scribed by the bylaws of the corporation. 

(c) Meetings 

The board shall meet at least once each year 
at such time and place as may be prescribed by 

the bylaws. The annual report of the board shall 
be presented at such meeting. Special meetings 
of the board may be called at any time by the 
chairman. 

(d) Governing committee 

The board may designate the chairman and 
two members of his staff as a governing commit-
tee which, when the board is not in session, shall 
have and exercise the powers of the board sub-
ject to its direction and have the power to au-
thorize the seal of the corporation to be affixed 
to all papers which may require it. 

(e) Transition board 

The board of directors which shall serve until 
the first board is selected as provided in this 
chapter shall be composed of the nine persons 
named in section 271 of this title. 

(Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 8, 64 Stat. 565; 1953 Reorg. 
Plan. No. 1, §§ 5, 8, eff. Apr. 11, 1953, 18 F.R. 2053, 
67 Stat. 631; Oct. 17, 1979, Pub. L. 96–88, title III, 
§ 301(a)(1), (b)(2), title V, § 507, 93 Stat. 677, 678, 
692.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary of Education’’ and ‘‘Department of Edu-

cation’’ substituted for ‘‘Chief of the Agricultural Edu-

cation Service, Office of Education, Department of 

Health, Education, and Welfare’’ and ‘‘Agricultural 

Education Service, Office of Education, Department of 

Health, Education, and Welfare’’, respectively, in sub-

sec. (a), pursuant to sections 301(a)(1), (b)(2) and 507 of 

Pub. L. 96–88, which are classified to sections 3441(a)(1), 

(b)(2), and 3507 of Title 20, Education, and which trans-

ferred all functions of Office of Education to Secretary 

of Education and transferred Office of Education to De-

partment of Education. 

Functions of Federal Security Administrator trans-

ferred to Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 

and all agencies of Federal Security Agency transferred 

to Department of Health, Education, and Welfare by 

section 5 of Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1953, set out in the Ap-

pendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-

ployees. Federal Security Agency and office of Admin-

istrator abolished by section 8 of Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 

1953. 

§ 279. Restrictions 

(a) Distribution of income or assets to members 

No part of the income or assets of the corpora-
tion shall inure to any member, officer, or direc-
tor, or be distributable to any such person ex-
cept upon dissolution and final liquidation of 
the corporation as provided in section 285 of this 
title. 

(b) Loans 

The corporation shall not make loans to its of-
ficers, directors, or employees. Any director who 
votes for or assents to the making of a loan to 
an officer, director, or employee of the corpora-
tion, and any officer who participates in the 
making of such a loan shall be jointly and sever-
ally liable to the corporation for the amount of 
such loan until the repayment thereof. 

(c) Prizes, awards, grants, or loans to student of-
ficers and members meeting criteria 

This section shall not preclude prizes, awards, 
grants, or loans to student officers and members 
meeting the criteria established by the board of 
directors for selecting recipients of such bene-
fits. 
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(Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 9, 64 Stat. 566.) 

§ 280. Nonpolitical nature of corporation 

The corporation, and its members, officers, 
and directors, as such, shall not contribute to or 
otherwise support or assist any political party 
or candidate for elective public office. 

(Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 10, 64 Stat. 566.) 

§ 281. Liability for acts of officers and agents 

The corporation shall be liable for the acts of 
its officers and agents when acting within the 
scope of their authority. 

(Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 11, 64 Stat. 566.) 

§ 282. Prohibition against issuance of stock or 
payment of dividends 

The corporation shall have no power to issue 
any shares or stock, or to declare or pay any 
dividends, its objects and purposes being solely 
educational. 

(Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 12, 64 Stat. 566.) 

§ 283. Books and records; inspection 

The corporation shall keep correct and com-
plete books and records of account and shall 
also keep minutes of the proceedings of its mem-
bers, the board of directors, and committees 
having any authority under the board of direc-
tors; and it shall also keep a record of the names 
and addresses of its members entitled to vote. 
All books and records of the corporation may be 
inspected by any member or his agent or attor-
ney at any reasonable time. 

(Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 13, 64 Stat. 566.) 

§ 284. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–504, § 4(13), Aug. 30, 
1964, 78 Stat. 637 

Section, act Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 14, 64 Stat. 566, re-

lated to audit of financial transactions and report of 

such audit to Congress. See sections 1101 to 1103 of this 

title. 

§ 285. Use of assets on dissolution or liquidation 

Upon final dissolution or liquidation of the 
corporation and after the discharge or satisfac-
tion of all outstanding obligations and liabil-
ities, the remaining assets of the corporation 
shall be used by the board of directors for the 
benefit of students of vocational agriculture, or 
be transferred to some recognized educational 
foundation. 

(Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 15, 64 Stat. 566.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 279 of this title. 

§ 286. Exclusive right to name, emblems, seals, 
and badges 

The corporation, and its duly authorized chap-
ters and associations of chapters, shall have the 
sole and exclusive right to use the name of Fu-
ture Farmers of America and the initials FFA as 
representing an agricultural membership orga-
nization and such seals, emblems, and badges as 
the corporation may lawfully adopt. 

(Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 16, 64 Stat. 566.) 

§ 287. Agents for service of process 

As a condition precedent to the exercise of any 
power or privilege granted to the corporation 
under this chapter, the corporation shall file in 
the Office of the Secretary of State, or similar 
officer, in each State and in each Territory or 
possession of the United States in which subor-
dinate associations or chapters are organized 
the name, and post office address of an author-
ized agent in such State, Territory, or posses-
sion upon whom legal process or demands 
against the corporation may be served. 

(Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 17, 64 Stat. 567.) 

§ 288. Availability of personnel, services, and fa-
cilities of Department of Education 

The Secretary of Education is authorized to 
make available personnel, services, and facili-
ties of the Department of Education requested 
by the board of directors of the corporation to 
administer or assist in the administration of the 
business and activities of the corporation. The 
personnel of the Department of Education shall 
not receive any compensation from the corpora-
tion for their services, except that travel and 
other legitimate expenses as defined by the Sec-
retary of Education and approved by the board 
of directors of the corporation may be paid. The 
Secretary of Education is also authorized to co-
operate with the State boards for vocational 
education to assist in the promotion of the ac-
tivities of the corporation. 

(Aug. 30, 1950, ch. 823, § 18, 64 Stat. 567; 1953 
Reorg. Plan No. 1, §§ 5, 8, eff. Apr. 11, 1953, 18 F.R. 
2053, 67 Stat. 631; Oct. 17, 1979, Pub. L. 96–88, title 
III, § 301(a), (b)(2), title V, § 507, 93 Stat. 677, 678, 
692.) 

CODIFICATION 

The words ‘‘, with the approval of the Secretary of 

Health, Education, and Welfare,’’ which followed ‘‘Sec-

retary of Education’’ the first time it appears and 

‘‘, with the approval of the Secretary,’’ which followed 

‘‘The Secretary of Education’’ the third time it appears 

have been omitted in view of transfer of functions (re-

lating to education) of Secretary of Health, Education, 

and Welfare to Secretary of Education pursuant to sec-

tions 301(a) and 507 of Pub. L. 96–88, which are classified 

to sections 3441(a) and 3507 of Title 20, Education. This 

transfer would result in these phrases being redundant 

in that they would provide for the Secretary to obtain 

his own approval. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary of Education’’ substituted for ‘‘United 

States Commissioner of Education’’, ‘‘Commissioner of 

Education’’, and ‘‘Commissioner’’ and ‘‘Department of 

Education’’ was substituted for ‘‘Office of Education’’ 

in text pursuant to sections 301(a)(1), (b)(2) and 507 of 

Pub. L. 96–88, which are classified to sections 3441(a)(1), 

(b)(2) and 3507 of Title 20, Education, and which trans-

ferred all functions of Commissioner of Education to 

Secretary of Education and transferred Office of Edu-

cation to Department of Education. 

Functions of Federal Security Administrator trans-

ferred to Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 

and all agencies of Federal Security Agency transferred 

to Department of Health, Education, and Welfare by 

section 5 of Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1953, set out in the Ap-

pendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-

ployees. Federal Security Agency and Office of Admin-

istrator abolished by section 8 of Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 

1953. 


