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or impairment of, our constitutional Union; and 
to inculcate and broadly sustain the American 
principles of representative government, of 
equal rights, and of impartial justice for all. 

(Aug. 20, 1954, ch. 774, § 3, 68 Stat. 749.) 

§ 534. Powers of corporation 

The corporation shall have power— 
(1) to have succession by its corporate name; 
(2) to sue and be sued, complain and defend 

in any court of competent jurisdiction; 
(3) to adopt, use, and alter a corporate seal; 
(4) to choose such officers, managers, agents, 

and employees as the activities of the corpora-
tion may require; 

(5) to adopt, amend, and alter a constitution 
and bylaws; not inconsistent with the laws of 
the United States or any State in which the 
corporation is to operate, for the management 
of its property and the regulation of its af-
fairs; 

(6) to contract and be contracted with; 
(7) to take by lease, gift, purchase, grant, de-

vise, or bequest from any public body or agen-
cy or any private corporation, association, 
partnership, firm, or individual and to hold ab-
solutely or in trust for any of the purposes of 
the corporation any property, real, personal, 
or mixed, necessary or convenient for attain-
ing the objects and carrying into effect the 
purposes of the corporation, subject, however, 
to applicable provisions of law of any State 
(A) governing the amount or kind of property 
which may be held by, or (B) otherwise limit-
ing or controlling the ownership of property 
by, a corporation operating in such State; 

(8) to transfer, convey, lease, sublease, en-
cumber and otherwise alienate real, personal 
or mixed property; and 

(9) to borrow money for the purposes of the 
corporation, issue bonds therefor, and secure 
the same by mortgage, deed of trust, pledge or 
otherwise, subject in every case to all applica-
ble provisions of Federal and State laws; and 

(10) to do any and all acts and things nec-
essary and proper to carry out the objects and 
purposes of the corporation. 

(Aug. 20, 1954, ch. 774, § 4, 68 Stat. 749.) 

§ 535. Membership 

Eligibility for membership in the corporation 
and the rights, privileges, and designation of 
classes of members shall, except as provided in 
this chapter, be determined as the constitution 
and bylaws of the corporation may provide. Eli-
gibility for membership in the corporation shall 
be limited to male blood relatives of persons 
who served between April 12, 1861, and April 9, 
1865, as soldiers or sailors of the United States 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps or Revenue-Cutter 
Service, and of such State regiments as were 
called into active service and were subject to or-
ders of United States general officers between 
the dates above mentioned and were honorably 
discharged therefrom at the close of such service 
or who died in such service. 

(Aug. 20, 1954, ch. 774, § 5, 68 Stat. 750.) 

REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE 

Coast Guard established in lieu of Revenue-Cutter 

Service and Life-Saving Service by act Jan. 28, 1915, ch. 

20, § 1, 38 Stat. 800. That act was repealed by act Aug. 

4, 1949, ch. 393, § 20, 63 Stat. 561, section 1 of which rees-

tablished the Coast Guard by enacting Title 14, Coast 

Guard. 

§ 536. Government; composition; form; meeting 
plan 

The supreme governing authority of the cor-
poration shall be the national encampment 
thereof, composed of such officers and elected 
representatives from the several States and 
other local subdivisions of the corporate organi-
zation as shall be provided by the constitution 
and bylaws: Provided, That the form of the gov-
ernment of the corporation shall always be rep-
resentative of the membership at large and shall 
not permit the concentration of the control 
thereof in the hands of a limited number of 
members or in a self-perpetuating group not so 
representative. The meetings of the national en-
campment may be held in any State or Terri-
tory or in the District of Columbia. 

(Aug. 20, 1954, ch. 774, § 6, 68 Stat. 750.) 

§ 537. Council of administration 

(a) Duration of authority; responsibilities 

During the intervals between the national en-
campments, the council of administration shall 
be the governing board of the corporation and 
shall be responsible for the general policies, pro-
gram, and activities of the corporation. 

(b) Composition of initial council 

Upon the enactment of this chapter the mem-
bership of the initial council of administration 
of the corporation shall consist of the present 
members of the council of administration of the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, the 
corporation described in section 548 of this title, 
or such of them as may then be living and are 
qualified members of said council of administra-
tion, to wit: Major General Ulysses S. Grant, 3d, 
retired; Dewey B. Mead; Reverend Hermon L. 
Brockway; Laurence J. Parker; George W. 
Kimball, Frederick K. Davis; and Albert C. Lam-
bert. 

(c) Composition of subsequent councils 

Thereafter, the council of administration of 
the corporation shall consist of not less than 
seven members elected in the manner and for 
the term prescribed in the constitution and by-
laws of the corporation. 

(Aug. 20, 1954, ch. 774, § 7, 68 Stat. 750.) 

§ 538. Officers 

The officers of the corporation shall be a com-
mander in chief, a senior vice commander in 
chief, a junior vice commander in chief, a sec-
retary and a treasurer (which latter two offices 
may be held by one person), and such other offi-
cers as may be prescribed in the constitution 
and bylaws. The officers of the corporation shall 
be selected in such manner and for such terms 
and with such duties and titles as may be pre-
scribed in the constitution and bylaws of the 
corporation. 

(Aug. 20, 1954, ch. 774, § 8, 68 Stat. 751.) 


