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§ 5302. Purpose and object of corporation 

The purpose and object of the said corporation 
shall be to elevate the character and advance 
the interests of the profession of teaching, and 
to promote the cause of education in the United 
States. This corporation shall include the Na-
tional Council of Education and the following 
departments, and such others as may hereafter 
be created by organization or consolidation, to 
wit: The departments, first, of superintendence; 
second, of normal schools; third, of elementary 
education; fourth, of higher education; fifth, of 
manual training; sixth, of art education; sev-
enth, of kindergarten education; eighth, of 
music education; ninth, of secondary education; 
tenth, of business education; eleventh, of child 
study; twelfth, of physical education; thir-
teenth, of natural science instruction; four-
teenth, of school administration; fifteenth, the 
library department; sixteenth, of special edu-
cation; seventeenth, of Indian education; the 
powers and duties and the number and names of 
these departments and of the National Council 
of Education may be changed or abolished at the 
pleasure of the corporation as provided in its by- 
laws. 

(June 30, 1906, ch. 3929, § 2, 34 Stat. 805.) 

§ 5303. Powers of corporation 

The said corporation shall further have power 
to have and to use a common seal, and to alter 
and change the same at its pleasure; to sue or to 
be sued in any court of the United States, or 
other court of competent jurisdiction; to make 
bylaws not inconsistent with the provisions of 
this chapter or of the Constitution of the United 
States; to take or receive, whether by gift, 
grant, devise, bequest, or purchase, any real or 
personal estate, and to hold, grant, transfer, 
sell, convey, hire, or lease the same for the pur-
pose of its incorporation; to accept and admin-
ister any trust of real or personal estate for any 
educational purpose within the objects of the 
corporation; and to borrow money for its cor-
porate purposes, issue bonds therefor, and secure 
the same by mortgage, deed of trust, pledge, or 
otherwise. 

(June 30, 1906, ch. 3929, § 3, 34 Stat. 805; June 30, 
1969, Pub. L. 91–37, § 1[(a)], 83 Stat. 42.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1969—Pub. L. 91–37 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘The said cor-

poration shall further have power to have and to use a 

common seal, and to alter and change the same at its 

pleasure, to sue or to be sued in any court of the United 

States, or other court of competent jurisdiction; to 

make by-laws not inconsistent with the provisions of 

this chapter or of the Constitution of the United 

States; to take or receive, whether by gift, grant, de-

vise, bequest, or purchase, any real or personal estate, 

and to hold, grant, convey, hire, or lease the same for 

the purposes of its incorporation, and to accept and ad-

minister any trust of real or personal estate for any 

educational purpose within the objects of the corpora-

tion.’’ 

§ 5304. Tax-exempt status 

All real property of the corporation within the 
District of Columbia, which shall be used by the 
corporation for the educational or other pur-

poses of the corporation as aforesaid, other than 
the purposes of producing income, and all per-
sonal property and funds of the corporation 
held, used, or invested for educational purposes 
aforesaid, or to produce income to be used for 
such purposes, shall be exempt from taxation: 
Provided, however, That this exemption shall not 
apply to any property of the corporation which 
shall not be used for or the income of which 
shall not be applied to the educational purposes 
of the corporation: And provided further, That 
the corporation shall annually file with the Sec-
retary of Education a report in writing stating 
in detail the property, real and personal, held by 
the corporation, and the expenditure or other 
use or disposition of the same, or the income 
thereof, during the preceding year. 

(June 30, 1906, ch. 3929, § 4, 34 Stat. 805; Pub. L. 
96–88, title III, § 301(a)(1), title V, § 507, Oct. 17, 
1979, 93 Stat. 677, 692.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary of Education’’ substituted for ‘‘Commis-

sioner of Education of the United States’’ pursuant to 

sections 301(a)(1) and 507 of Pub. L. 96–88, which are 

classified to sections 3441(a)(1) and 3507 of Title 20, Edu-

cation, and which transferred all functions of Commis-

sioner of Education to Secretary of Education. 

§ 5305. Membership 

The qualifications, classifications, rights, and 
obligations of members of said corporation shall 
be prescribed in the bylaws of the corporation. 

(June 30, 1906, ch. 3929, § 5, 34 Stat. 805; June 14, 
1937, ch. 336, § 1, 50 Stat. 257.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1937—Act June 14, 1937 amended section generally. 

Prior to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘The 

membership of the said corporation shall consist of 

three classes of members, namely, active, associate, 

and corresponding, whose qualifications, terms of mem-

bership, rights, and obligations shall be prescribed by 

the by-laws of the corporation.’’ 

§ 5306. Officers 

(a) The officers of the corporation shall be a 
president, one or more vice presidents, a sec-
retary, a treasurer, a board of directors, an exec-
utive committee, and such boards, councils, 
committees, and other officers as shall be pre-
scribed in the bylaws. 

(b) Except as limited by this chapter, the by-
laws of the corporation shall prescribe the pow-
ers, duties, terms of office, and the manner of 
election or appointment of the said officers, 
boards, councils, and committees; and the said 
corporation may by its bylaws make other and 
different provisions as to the numbers and 
names of the officers, boards, councils, and com-
mittees. 

(June 30, 1906, ch. 3929, § 6, 34 Stat. 805; June 14, 
1937, ch. 336, § 2, 50 Stat. 257; June 30, 1969, Pub. 
L. 91–37, § 1(b), 83 Stat. 43.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1969—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91–37, which directed the 

amendment of subsec. (a) by striking out ‘‘a Board of 

Trustees,’’, was executed by striking ‘‘a board of trust-

ees,’’ after ‘‘executive committee,’’ to reflect the prob-

able intent of Congress. 
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1937—Act June 14, 1937, amended section generally, 

substituting provisions authorizing corporation offi-

cers, boards, councils, and committees, and directing 

that corporation bylaws prescribe their powers, duties, 

terms of office, and manner of election or appointment, 

for provisions delineating officers of corporation and 

providing further detail into composition and method 

of electing or appointing a board of directors, an execu-

tive committee, and a board of trustees. 

§ 5307. Permanent Fund of the National Edu-
cation Association 

(a) Establishment; spending or transfer limita-
tions 

The invested fund now known as the ‘‘Perma-
nent Fund of the National Education Associa-
tion,’’ shall be held in such corporation as a Per-
manent Fund and shall be in charge of the Exec-
utive Committee, which shall provide for the 
safekeeping and investment of such fund, and of 
all other funds which the corporation may re-
ceive by donation, bequest, or devise. No part of 
the principal of such Permanent Fund or its ac-
cretions shall be expended or transferred to the 
General Fund, except by a two-thirds vote of the 
Representative Assembly, after the proposed ex-
penditure or transfer has been approved by the 
Executive Committee and the Board of Direc-
tors, and after printed notice of the proposed ex-
penditure or transfer has been printed in the 
Journal of the National Education Association 
at least two months prior to the meeting of the 
Representative Assembly. 

(b) Use of income 

The income of the Permanent Fund shall be 
used only to meet the cost of maintaining the 
organization of the Association and of publish-
ing its annual volume of Proceedings, unless the 
terms of the donation, bequest, or devise shall 
otherwise specify or the bylaws of the corpora-
tion shall otherwise provide. 

(c) Secretary of Association 

The Executive Committee shall elect the sec-
retary of the Association, who shall be secretary 
of the Executive Committee, and shall fix the 
compensation and the term of his office for a pe-
riod not to exceed four years. 

(June 30, 1906, ch. 3929, § 7, 34 Stat. 806; June 14, 
1937, ch. 336, § 3, 50 Stat. 257; June 30, 1969, Pub. 
L. 91–37, § 1(c), 83 Stat. 43.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1969—Pub. L. 91–37 amended section generally, redes-

ignating subsecs. (b), (c), and (d) as (a), (b), and (c), re-

spectively, and making the Executive Committee, rath-

er than the board of trustees, in charge of the perma-

nent fund, and striking out former subsec. (a) which 

made provision for the election and operation of the 

board of trustees to oversee the investment and safe-

keeping of the fund. 

1937—Act June 14, 1937, amended section generally. 

Prior to amendment, section provided for establish-

ment of a permanent fund, as well as spending limita-

tions and procedures, use of fund income, payment of 

bills, and investment of surplus, as well as for the elec-

tion of a secretary of the association and executive 

committee by the board of trustees. 

TERMINATION OF SECTION 

Section 2 of Pub. L. 91–37 provided that: ‘‘Upon the 

adoption by the Representative Assembly of the Na-

tional Education Association of amended bylaws to 

provide for the administration of the property of the 

corporation and for the selection of the secretary of the 

Association, section 7 of the Act June 30, 1906 (34 Stat. 

804) [this section], shall be of no further force and ef-

fect.’’ [At its Annual Meeting convened on July 1, 1968, 

the National Education Association adopted a bylaw 

amendment transferring the duties of the Board of 

Trustees, including responsibility for the Permanent 

Fund and selection of the Secretary, to the Executive 

Committee.] 

§ 5308. Principal office 

The principal office of the said corporation 
shall be in the city of Washington, District of 
Columbia: Provided, That the meetings of the 
corporation, its officers, committees, and de-
partments, may be held, and that its business 
may be transacted and an office or offices may 
be maintained elsewhere within the United 
States, as may be determined, in accordance 
with the by-laws. 

(June 30, 1906, ch. 3929, § 8, 34 Stat. 807; June 14, 
1937, ch. 336, § 4, 50 Stat. 258.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1937—Act June 14, 1937, which directed the amend-

ment of this section by striking out ‘‘by the Board of 

Directors, or otherwise’’, was executed by striking ‘‘by 

the board of directors, or otherwise’’ after ‘‘as may be 

determined’’, to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

§ 5309. Charter 

The charter, constitution, and by-laws of the 
National Educational Association shall continue 
in full force and effect until the charter granted 
by this chapter shall be accepted by such asso-
ciation at the next annual meeting of the asso-
ciation, and until new by-laws shall be adopted, 
and the present officers, directors, and trustees 
of said association shall continue to hold office 
and perform their respective duties as such until 
the expiration of the terms for which they were 
severally elected or appointed, and until their 
successors are elected. At such annual meeting 
the active members of the National Educational 
Association then present may organize and pro-
ceed to accept the charter granted by this chap-
ter and adopt by-laws, to elect officers to suc-
ceed those whose terms have expired or are 
about to expire, and generally to organize the 
‘‘National Education Association of the United 
States,’’ and the board of trustees of the cor-
poration hereby incorporated shall thereupon, if 
the charter granted by this chapter be accepted, 
receive, take over, and enter into possession, 
custody, and management of all property, real 
and personal, of the corporation heretofore 
known as the National Educational Association, 
incorporated as aforesaid under the Revised 
Statutes of the District of Columbia, and all its 
rights, contracts, claims, and property of every 
kind and nature whatsoever; and the several of-
ficers, directors, and trustees of such last-named 
association, or any other person having charge 
of any of the securities, funds, books, or prop-
erty thereof, real or personal, shall on demand 
deliver the same to the proper officers, direc-
tors, or trustees of the corporation hereby cre-
ated: Provided, That a verified certificate exe-
cuted by the presiding officer and secretary of 
such annual meeting, showing the acceptance of 


