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ice, and extended benefits to cover personal property, 

money, or credits, and real property owned and occu-

pied for professional purposes. 

Subsec. (2). Act Oct. 6, 1942, § 14(a), amended subsec. 

(2) generally. 

Subsec. (5). Act Oct. 6, 1942, § 14(b), repealed subsec. 

(5) which required the Secretaries of War, Navy, and 

Treasury to give notice of the benefits of this section 

to persons in the military service. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 530 of this Ap-

pendix. 

§ 561. Rights to public lands not forfeited; graz-
ing lands 

(1) No right to any lands owned or controlled 
by the United States initiated or acquired under 
any laws of the United States, including the 
mining and mineral leasing laws, by any person 
prior to entering military service shall during 
the period of such service be forfeited or preju-
diced by reason of his absence from the land or 
his failure to perform any work or make any im-
provements thereon or his failure to do any 
other act required by or under such laws. 

(2) If a permittee or licensee under the Act of 
June 28, 1934 (48 Stat. 1269) [43 U.S.C. 315 et seq.] 
enters military service, he may elect to suspend 
his permit or license for the period of his mili-
tary service and six months thereafter, and the 
Secretary of the Interior by regulations shall 
provide for such suspension of permits and li-
censes and for the remission, reduction, or re-
fund of grazing fees during such suspension. 

(3) This section shall not be construed to con-
trol specific requirements contained in this arti-
cle [sections 560 to 574 of this Appendix]. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. V, § 501, 54 Stat. 1187.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The mining laws of the United States and the mineral 

leasing laws, referred to in subsec. (1), are classified 

generally to Title 30, Mineral Lands and Mining. 

Act of June 28, 1934 (48 Stat. 1269), referred to in sub-

sec. (2), is act June 28, 1934, ch. 865, 48 Stat. 1269, as 

amended, popularly known as the Taylor Grazing Act, 

which is classified principally to subchapter I (§ 315 et 

seq.) of chapter 8A of Title 43, Public Lands. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 

Title note set out under section 315 of Title 43 and 

Tables. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 567, 572 of this 

Appendix; title 5 section 5569. 

§ 562. Homestead entries and settlement claims; 
service as equivalent to residence and cul-
tivation 

If any person whose application for a home-
stead entry has been allowed or who has made 
application for homestead entry which may 
thereafter be allowed, after such entry or appli-
cation enters military service, or if any person 
who has a valid settlement claim enters mili-
tary service, the Department of the Interior 
shall construe his military service to be equiva-
lent to residence and cultivation upon the tract 
entered or settled upon for the period of such 
service. From the effective date of this Act [Oct. 
17, 1940] no contest shall be initiated on the 
ground of abandonment and no allegation of 

abandonment shall be sustained against any 
such person, unless it shall be alleged in the pre-
liminary affidavit or affidavits of contest and 
proved at the hearing in cases initiated subse-
quent to the effective date of this Act [Oct. 17, 
1940] that the alleged absence from the land was 
not due to such military service. If such person 
is discharged on account of wounds received or 
disability incurred in the line of duty, the term 
of his enlistment and any period of hospitaliza-
tion due to such wounds or disability shall be 
deducted from the required length of residence, 
without reference to the time of actual service. 
No patent shall issue to any such person who 
has not resided upon, improved, and cultivated 
his homestead for a period of at least one year. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. V, § 502, 54 Stat. 1187.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 563, 567, 572 of 

this Appendix; title 5 section 5569. 

§ 563. Death or incapacity during or resulting 
from service as affecting rights; perfection of 
rights 

(1) If any person whose application for a home-
stead entry has been allowed or who has made 
application for homestead entry which may 
thereafter be allowed or who has a valid settle-
ment claim dies while in military service or as 
a result of such service, his widow, if unmarried, 
or in the case of her death or marriage, his 
minor children, or his or their legal representa-
tives, may proceed forthwith to make final proof 
upon such entry or upon an application which is 
allowed after the applicant’s death, or upon a 
homestead application thereafter allowed based 
on a valid settlement claim, and shall be enti-
tled to receive a patent for such land. The death 
of such person while in military service or as a 
result of such service shall be construed to be 
equivalent to a performance of all requirements 
as to residence and cultivation upon such home-
stead or claim, notwithstanding the provisions 
of section 502 of this Act [section 562 of this Ap-
pendix]. 

(2) If such person is honorably discharged and 
because of physical incapacities due to such 
service is unable to return to the land, he may 
make final proof without further residence, im-
provement, or cultivation, at such time and 
place as the Secretary of the Interior may au-
thorize, and receive a patent to the land en-
tered. 

(3) The Act of July 28, 1917 (40 Stat. 248) [43 
U.S.C. 241, 242], is repealed. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. V, § 503, 54 Stat. 1187.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 567, 572 of this 

Appendix; title 5 section 5569. 

§ 564. Desert-land entries; suspension of require-
ments 

(1) No desert-land entry made or held under 
the desert-land laws prior to the entrance of the 
entryman or his successor in interest into mili-
tary service shall be subject to contest or can-
celation for failure to make or expend the sum 
of $1 per acre per year in improvements upon the 


