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1 See References in Text note below. 

words ‘‘The prospectus shall include’’ are substituted 
for ‘‘including’’ for clarity. The words ‘‘(but not limited 
to)’’ are omitted as surplus. In clause (5), the words 
‘‘statement of’’ are omitted as surplus. 

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘if any’’ are omitted as 
surplus. The words ‘‘in the cost of the facility’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘authorized by this subsection’’, and the 
words ‘‘The Secretary shall decide what increase in 
construction costs has occurred’’ are substituted for 
‘‘as determined by the Secretary’’, for clarity. 

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘United States Govern-
ment’’ are substituted for ‘‘Federal’’ for consistency. 
The words ‘‘arrangement for the activity’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘contract, grant, or other arrangement for 
such research or development activity’’, and the words 
‘‘patents, and developments’’ are substituted for ‘‘uses, 
processes, patents, and other developments’’, to elimi-
nate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘encouraging 
motor vehicle safety’’, ‘‘effective’’, ‘‘fully and freely’’, 
and ‘‘general’’ are omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘How-
ever’’ is added for clarity. The words ‘‘may not be’’ are 
substituted for ‘‘Nothing herein shall be construed to’’ 
for consistency. The words ‘‘which he may have’’ are 
omitted as surplus. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–287 substituted ‘‘Com-
mittees on Commerce and Transportation and Infra-
structure’’ for ‘‘Committees on Energy and Commerce 
and Public Works and Transportation’’. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 35 section 210. 

§ 30169. Annual reports 

(a) GENERAL REPORT.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall submit to the President to sub-
mit to Congress on July 1 of each year a report 
on the administration of this chapter for the 
prior calendar year. The report shall include—

(1) a thorough statistical compilation of ac-
cidents and injuries; 

(2) motor vehicle safety standards in effect 
or prescribed under this chapter; 

(3) the degree of observance of the standards; 
(4) a summary of current research grants 

and contracts and a description of the prob-
lems to be considered under those grants and 
contracts; 

(5) an analysis and evaluation of research ac-
tivities completed and technological progress 
achieved; 

(6) enforcement actions; 
(7) the extent to which technical informa-

tion was given the scientific community and 
consumer-oriented information was made 
available to the public; and 

(8) recommendations for legislation needed 
to promote cooperation among the States in 
improving traffic safety and strengthening the 
national traffic safety program.

(b) REPORT ON IMPORTING MOTOR VEHICLES.—
Not later than 18 months after regulations are 
first prescribed under section 2(e)(1)(B) of the 
Imported Vehicle Safety Compliance Act of 1988, 
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a report 
of the actions taken to carry out subchapter III 
of this chapter and the effectiveness of those ac-
tions, including any testing by the Secretary 
under section 30146(c)(2) of this title. After the 
first report, the Secretary shall submit a report 
to Congress under this subsection not later than 
July 31 of each year. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 972.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30169(a) ...... 15:1408. Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89–563, 
§ 120, 80 Stat. 728; May 22, 
1970, Pub. L. 91–265, § 5, 84 
Stat. 263; Oct. 27, 1974, 
Pub. L. 93–492, § 110(b), 88 
Stat. 1484. 

30169(b) ...... 15:1397 (note). Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L. 100–562, 
§ 2(e)(4), 102 Stat. 2825. 

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘pre-
pare and’’, ‘‘comprehensive’’, and ‘‘but not be restricted 
to’’ are omitted as unnecessary. In clause (1), the words 
‘‘occurring in such year’’ are omitted as surplus. In 
clause (2), the words ‘‘in such year’’ are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘‘under this chapter’’ are substituted 
for ‘‘Federal’’ for consistency in this chapter. In clause 
(3), the words ‘‘applicable Federal motor vehicle’’ are 
omitted as surplus. In clause (4), the word ‘‘all’’ is 
omitted as surplus. In clause (5), the words ‘‘including 
relevant policy recommendations’’ and ‘‘during such 
year’’ are omitted as surplus. In clause (6), the words ‘‘a 
statement of . . . including judicial decisions, settle-
ments, or pending litigation during such year’’ are 
omitted as surplus. In clause (7), the word ‘‘motoring’’ 
is omitted as surplus. In clause (8), the words ‘‘The re-
port required by subsection (a) of this section shall con-
tain such’’ are omitted because of the restatement. The 
words ‘‘additional . . . as the Secretary deems’’ and 
‘‘several’’ are omitted as surplus. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 2(e)(1)(B) of the Imported Vehicle Safety 
Compliance Act of 1988, referred to in subsec. (b), is sec-
tion 2(e)(1)(B) of Pub. L. 100–562, which was set out as 
a note under section 1397 of Title 15, Commerce and 
Trade, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103–272, § 7(b), July 5, 
1994, 108 Stat. 1379. 

§ 30170. Criminal Penalties 
(a) CRIMINAL LIABILITY FOR FALSIFYING OR 

WITHHOLDING INFORMATION.—
(1) GENERAL RULE.—A person who violates 

section 1001 of title 18 with respect to the re-
porting requirements of section 30166, with the 
specific intention of misleading the Secretary 
with respect to motor vehicle or motor vehicle 
equipment safety related defects that have 
caused death or serious bodily injury to an in-
dividual (as defined in section 1365(g)(3) 1 of 
title 18), shall be subject to criminal penalties 
of a fine under title 18, or imprisoned for not 
more than 15 years, or both. 

(2) SAFE HARBOR TO ENCOURAGE REPORTING 
AND FOR WHISTLE BLOWERS.—

(A) CORRECTION.—A person described in 
paragraph (1) shall not be subject to crimi-
nal penalties under this subsection if: (1) at 
the time of the violation, such person does 
not know that the violation would result in 
an accident causing death or serious bodily 
injury; and (2) the person corrects any im-
proper reports or failure to report within a 
reasonable time. 

(B) REASONABLE TIME AND SUFFICIENCY OF 
CORRECTION.—The Secretary shall establish 
by regulation what constitutes a reasonable 
time for the purposes of subparagraph (A) 
and what manner of correction is sufficient 
for purposes of subparagraph (A). The Sec-
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retary shall issue a final rule under this sub-
paragraph within 90 days of the date of the 
enactment of this section. 

(C) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subsection (a) shall 
not take effect before the final rule under 
subparagraph (B) takes effect.

(b) COORDINATION WITH DEPARTMENT OF JUS-
TICE.—The Attorney General may bring an ac-
tion, or initiate grand jury proceedings, for a 
violation of subsection (a) only at the request of 
the Secretary of Transportation. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–414, § 5(b)(1), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1803.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1365(g)(3) of title 18, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(1), was redesignated section 1365(h)(3) of title 18 by 
Pub. L. 107–307, § 2(1), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2445. 

The date of the enactment of this section, referred to 
in subsec. (a)(2)(B), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 
106–414, which was approved Nov. 1, 2000.

CHAPTER 303—NATIONAL DRIVER REGISTER 

Sec. 
30301. Definitions. 
30302. National Driver Register. 
30303. State participation. 
30304. Reports by chief driver licensing officials. 
30305. Access to Register information. 
30306. National Driver Register Advisory Com-

mittee. 
30307. Criminal penalties. 
30308. Authorization of appropriations. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 31311 of this 
title. 

§ 30301. Definitions 

In this chapter—
(1) ‘‘alcohol’’ has the same meaning given 

that term in regulations prescribed by the 
Secretary of Transportation. 

(2) ‘‘chief driver licensing official’’ means 
the official in a State who is authorized to—

(A) maintain a record about a motor vehi-
cle operator’s license issued by the State; 
and 

(B) issue, deny, revoke, suspend, or cancel 
a motor vehicle operator’s license issued by 
the State.

(3) ‘‘controlled substance’’ has the same 
meaning given that term in section 102 of the 
Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and 
Control Act of 1970 (21 U.S.C. 802). 

(4) ‘‘motor vehicle’’ means a vehicle, ma-
chine, tractor, trailer, or semitrailer propelled 
or drawn by mechanical power and used on 
public streets, roads, or highways, but does 
not include a vehicle operated only on a rail 
line. 

(5) ‘‘motor vehicle operator’s license’’ means 
a license issued by a State authorizing an indi-
vidual to operate a motor vehicle on public 
streets, roads, or highways. 

(6) ‘‘participating State’’ means a State that 
has notified the Secretary under section 30303 
of this title of its participation in the Na-
tional Driver Register. 

(7) ‘‘State’’ means a State of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 

the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 
the Northern Mariana Islands, the Trust Terri-
tory of the Pacific Islands, and any other ter-
ritory or possession of the United States. 

(8) ‘‘State of record’’ means a State that has 
given the Secretary a report under section 
30304 of this title about an individual who is 
the subject of a request for information made 
under section 30305 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 973.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30301 .......... 23:401 (note). Oct. 25, 1982, Pub. L. 97–364, 
§ 202, 96 Stat. 1740. 

In clauses (4) and (5), the words ‘‘public streets, roads, 
or highways’’ are substituted for ‘‘highway’’ and 
‘‘ ‘highway’ means any road or street’’ for consistency 
in the revised title. 

In clause (4), the words ‘‘rail line’’ are substituted for 
‘‘rail or rails’’ for consistency in the revised title. 

The definitions of ‘‘Secretary’’, ‘‘Register’’, and 
‘‘Register system’’ are omitted as surplus because the 
complete name of the Secretary of Transportation and 
the National Driver Register are used the first time the 
terms appear in a section. 

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title 
48, Territories and Insular Possessions. 

EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT OF ALTERNATIVES 

Pub. L. 105–178, title II, § 2006(c), June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 
336, provided that: 

‘‘(1) EVALUATION.—The Secretary shall evaluate the 
implementation of chapter 303 of title 49, United States 
Code, and the programs under sections 31106 and 31309 
of such title and identify alternatives to improve the 
ability of the States to exchange information about un-
safe drivers and to identify drivers with multiple li-
censes. 

‘‘(2) TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary, in 
conjunction with the American Association of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators, shall conduct an assessment of 
available electronic technologies to improve access to 
and exchange of motor vehicle driving records. The as-
sessment may consider alternative unique motor vehi-
cle driver identifiers that would facilitate accurate 
matching of drivers and their records. 

‘‘(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment of this Act [June 9, 1998], 
the Secretary shall transmit to Congress a report on 
the results of the evaluation and technology assess-
ment, together with any recommendations for appro-
priate administrative and legislative actions. 

‘‘(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out paragraph (2) 
$250,000 in the aggregate for fiscal years beginning after 
September 30, 1998.’’

§ 30302. National Driver Register 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND CONTENTS.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation shall establish as soon 
as practicable and maintain a National Driver 
Register to assist chief driver licensing officials 
of participating States in exchanging informa-
tion about the motor vehicle driving records of 
individuals. The Register shall contain an index 
of the information reported to the Secretary 
under section 30304 of this title. The Register 
shall enable the Secretary (electronically or, 


