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factors involved with respect to the member’s 
support obligation and his failure to make pay-
ments thereon, or (B) until 30 days have elapsed 
after the notice described in the second sentence 
of paragraph (1) is given to the affected member 
in any case where it has not been possible, de-
spite continuing good faith efforts, to arrange 
such a consultation. 

(b) ‘‘Authorized person’’ defined 

For purposes of this section the term ‘‘author-
ized person’’ with respect to any member of the 
uniformed services means— 

(1) any agent or attorney of a State having 
in effect a plan approved under this part who 
has the duty or authority under such plan to 
seek to recover any amounts owed by such 
member as child or child and spousal support 
(including, when authorized under the State 
plan, any official of a political subdivision); 
and 

(2) the court which has authority to issue an 
order against such member for the support and 
maintenance of a child, or any agent of such 
court. 

(c) Regulations 

The Secretary of Defense, in the case of the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps, and 
the Secretary concerned (as defined in section 
101(5) of title 37) in the case of each of the other 
uniformed services, shall each issue regulations 
applicable to allotments to be made under this 
section, designating the officials to whom notice 
of failure to make support payments, or notice 
to discontinue or adjust an allotment, should be 
given, prescribing the form and content of the 
notice and specifying any other rules necessary 
for such Secretary to implement this section. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 465, as added 
Sept. 3, 1982, Pub. L. 97–248, title I, § 172(a), 96 
Stat. 401.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 172(b) of Pub. L. 97–248 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by subsection (a) [enacting this sec-
tion] shall become effective on October 1, 1982.’’ 

§ 666. Requirement of statutorily prescribed pro-
cedures to improve effectiveness of child 
support enforcement 

(a) Types of procedures required 

In order to satisfy section 654(20)(A) of this 
title, each State must have in effect laws requir-
ing the use of the following procedures, consist-
ent with this section and with regulations of the 
Secretary, to increase the effectiveness of the 
program which the State administers under this 
part: 

(1) Procedures described in subsection (b) of 
this section for the withholding from income 
of amounts payable as support. 

(2) Procedures under which expedited proc-
esses (determined in accordance with regula-
tions of the Secretary) are in effect under the 
State judicial system or under State adminis-
trative processes (A) for obtaining and enforc-
ing support orders, and (B) for establishing pa-
ternity. The Secretary may waive the provi-
sions of this paragraph with respect to one or 
more political subdivisions within the State 

on the basis of the effectiveness and timeliness 
of support order issuance and enforcement or 
paternity establishment within the political 
subdivision (in accordance with the general 
rule for exemptions under subsection (d) of 
this section). 

(3) Procedures under which the State child 
support enforcement agency shall request, and 
the State shall provide, that for the purpose of 
enforcing a support order under any State plan 
approved under this part— 

(A) any refund of State income tax which 
would otherwise be payable to an absent par-
ent will be reduced, after notice has been 
sent to that absent parent of the proposed 
reduction and the procedures to be followed 
to contest it (and after full compliance with 
all procedural due process requirements of 
the State), by the amount of any overdue 
support owed by such absent parent; 

(B) the amount by which such refund is re-
duced shall be distributed in accordance 
with section 657(b)(4) or (d)(3) of this title in 
the case of overdue support assigned to a 
State pursuant to section 602(a)(26) or 
671(a)(17) of this title, or, in the case of over-
due support which a State has agreed to col-
lect under section 654(6) of this title, shall be 
distributed, after deduction of any fees im-
posed by the State to cover the costs of col-
lection, to the child or parent to whom such 
support is owed; and 

(C) notice of the absent parent’s social se-
curity account number (or numbers, if he 
has more than one such number) and home 
address shall be furnished to the State agen-
cy requesting the refund offset, and to the 
State agency enforcing the order. 

(4) Procedures under which liens are imposed 
against real and personal property for 
amounts of overdue support owed by an absent 
parent who resides or owns property in the 
State. 

(5)(A)(i) Procedures which permit the estab-
lishment of the paternity of any child at any 
time prior to such child’s eighteenth birthday. 

(ii) As of August 16, 1984, the requirement of 
clause (i) shall also apply to any child for 
whom paternity has not yet been established 
and any child for whom a paternity action was 
brought but dismissed because a statute of 
limitations of less than 18 years was then in 
effect in the State. 

(B) Procedures under which the State is re-
quired (except in cases where the individual 
involved has been found under section 
602(a)(26)(B) of this title to have good cause for 
refusing to cooperate) to require the child and 
all other parties, in a contested paternity 
case, to submit to genetic tests upon the re-
quest of any such party. 

(C) Procedures for a simple civil process for 
voluntarily acknowledging paternity under 
which the State must provide that the rights 
and responsibilities of acknowledging pater-
nity are explained and ensure that due process 
safeguards are afforded. Such procedures must 
include a hospital-based program for the vol-
untary acknowledgment of paternity during 
the period immediately before or after the 
birth of a child. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘defendant’’. 

(D) Procedures under which the voluntary 
acknowledgment of paternity creates a rebut-
table, or at the option of the State, conclusive 
presumption of paternity, and under which 
such voluntary acknowledgment is admissible 
as evidence of paternity. 

(E) Procedures under which the voluntary 
acknowledgment of paternity must be recog-
nized as a basis for seeking a support order 
without requiring any further proceedings to 
establish paternity. 

(F) Procedures which provide that (i) any ob-
jection to genetic testing results must be 
made in writing within a specified number of 
days before any hearing at which such results 
may be introduced into evidence, and (ii) if no 
objection is made, the test results are admissi-
ble as evidence of paternity without the need 
for foundation testimony or other proof of au-
thenticity or accuracy. 

(G) Procedures which create a rebuttable or, 
at the option of the State, conclusive pre-
sumption of paternity upon genetic testing re-
sults indicating a threshold probability that 
the alleged father is the father of the child. 

(H) Procedures requiring a default order to 
be entered in a paternity case upon a showing 
of service of process on the defendent 1 and any 
additional showing required by State law. 

(6) Procedures which require that an absent 
parent give security, post a bond, or give some 
other guarantee to secure payment of overdue 
support, after notice has been sent to such ab-
sent parent of the proposed action and of the 
procedures to be followed to contest it (and 
after full compliance with all procedural due 
process requirements of the State). 

(7) Procedures which require the State to pe-
riodically report to consumer reporting agen-
cies (as defined in section 1681a(f) of title 15) 
the name of any parent who owes overdue sup-
port and is at least 2 months delinquent in the 
payment of such support and the amount of 
such delinquency; except that (A) if the 
amount of the overdue support involved in any 
case is less than $1,000, information regarding 
such amount shall be made available only at 
the option of the State, (B) any information 
with respect to an absent parent shall be made 
available under such procedures only after no-
tice has been sent to such absent parent of the 
proposed action, and such absent parent has 
been given a reasonable opportunity to con-
test the accuracy of such information (and 
after full compliance with all procedural due 
process requirements of the State), and (C) 
such information shall not be made available 
to (i) a consumer reporting agency which the 
State determines does not have sufficient ca-
pability to systematically and timely make 
accurate use of such information, or (ii) an en-
tity which has not furnished evidence satisfac-
tory to the State that the entity is a con-
sumer reporting agency. 

(8)(A) Procedures under which all child sup-
port orders not described in subparagraph (B) 
will include provision for withholding from 
wages, in order to assure that withholding as 
a means of collecting child support is avail-

able if arrearages occur without the necessity 
of filing application for services under this 
part. 

(B) Procedures under which all child support 
orders which are initially issued in the State 
on or after January 1, 1994, and are not being 
enforced under this part will include the fol-
lowing requirements: 

(i) The wages of an absent parent shall be 
subject to withholding, regardless of wheth-
er support payments by such parent are in 
arrears, on the effective date of the order; 
except that such wages shall not be subject 
to withholding under this clause in any case 
where (I) one of the parties demonstrates, 
and the court (or administrative process) 
finds, that there is good cause not to require 
immediate income withholding, or (II) a 
written agreement is reached between both 
parties which provides for an alternative ar-
rangement. 

(ii) The requirements of subsection (b)(1) 
of this section (which shall apply in the case 
of each absent parent against whom a sup-
port order is or has been issued or modified 
in the State, without regard to whether the 
order is being enforced under the State 
plan). 

(iii) The requirements of paragraphs (2), 
(5), (6), (7), (8), (9), and (10) of subsection (b) 
of this section, where applicable. 

(iv) Withholding from income of amounts 
payable as support must be carried out in 
full compliance with all procedural due proc-
ess requirements of the State. 

(9) Procedures which require that any pay-
ment or installment of support under any 
child support order, whether ordered through 
the State judicial system or through the expe-
dited processes required by paragraph (2), is 
(on and after the date it is due)— 

(A) a judgment by operation of law, with 
the full force, effect, and attributes of a 
judgment of the State, including the ability 
to be enforced, 

(B) entitled as a judgment to full faith and 
credit in such State and in any other State, 
and 

(C) not subject to retroactive modification 
by such State or by any other State; 

except that such procedures may permit modi-
fication with respect to any period during 
which there is pending a petition for modifica-
tion, but only from the date that notice of 
such petition has been given, either directly or 
through the appropriate agent, to the obligee 
or (where the obligee is the petitioner) to the 
obligor. 

(10)(A) Procedures to ensure that, beginning 
2 years after October 13, 1988, if the State de-
termines (pursuant to a plan indicating how 
and when child support orders in effect in the 
State are to be periodically reviewed and ad-
justed) that a child support order being en-
forced under this part should be reviewed, the 
State must, at the request of either parent 
subject to the order, or of a State child sup-
port enforcement agency, initiate a review of 
such order, and adjust such order, as appro-
priate, in accordance with the guidelines es-



Page 1270 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 666 

tablished pursuant to section 667(a) of this 
title. 

(B) Procedures to ensure that, beginning 5 
years after October 13, 1988, or such earlier 
date as the State may select, the State must 
implement a process for the periodic review 
and adjustment of child support orders being 
enforced under this part under which the order 
is to be reviewed not later than 36 months 
after the establishment of the order or the 
most recent review, and adjusted, as appro-
priate, in accordance with the guidelines es-
tablished pursuant to section 667(a) of this 
title, unless— 

(i) in the case of an order with respect to 
an individual with respect to whom an as-
signment under section 602(a)(26) of this title 
is in effect, the State has determined, in ac-
cordance with regulations of the Secretary, 
that such a review would not be in the best 
interests of the child and neither parent has 
requested review; and 

(ii) in the case of any other order being en-
forced under this part, neither parent has re-
quested review. 

(C) Procedures to ensure that the State noti-
fies each parent subject to a child support 
order in effect in the State that is being en-
forced under this part— 

(i) of any review of such order, at least 30 
days before the commencement of such re-
view; and 

(ii) of the right of such parent under sub-
paragraph (B) to request the State to review 
such order; and 

(iii) of a proposed adjustment (or deter-
mination that there should be no change) in 
the child support award amount, and such 
parent is afforded not less than 30 days after 
such notification to initiate proceedings to 
challenge such adjustment (or determina-
tion). 

(11) Procedures under which a State must 
give full faith and credit to a determination of 
paternity made by any other State, whether 
established through voluntary acknowledg-
ment or through administrative or judicial 
processes. 

Notwithstanding section 654(20)(B) of this title, 
the procedures which are required under para-
graphs (3), (4), (6), and (7) need not be used or ap-
plied in cases where the State determines (using 
guidelines which are generally available within 
the State and which take into account the pay-
ment record of the absent parent, the availabil-
ity of other remedies, and other relevant consid-
erations) that such use or application would not 
carry out the purposes of this part or would be 
otherwise inappropriate in the circumstances. 

(b) Withholding from income of amounts payable 
as support 

The procedures referred to in subsection (a)(1) 
of this section (relating to the withholding from 
income of amounts payable as support) must 
provide for the following: 

(1) In the case of each absent parent against 
whom a support order is or has been issued or 
modified in the State, and is being enforced 
under the State plan, so much of such parent’s 

wages (as defined by the State for purposes of 
this section) must be withheld, in accordance 
with the succeeding provisions of this sub-
section, as is necessary to comply with the 
order and provide for the payment of any fee 
to the employer which may be required under 
paragraph (6)(A), up to the maximum amount 
permitted under section 1673(b) of title 15. If 
there are arrearages to be collected, amounts 
withheld to satisfy such arrearages, when 
added to the amounts withheld to pay current 
support and provide for the fee, may not ex-
ceed the limit permitted under such section 
1673(b), but the State need not withhold up to 
the maximum amount permitted under such 
section in order to satisfy arrearages. 

(2) Such withholding must be provided with-
out the necessity of any application therefor 
in the case of a child (whether or not eligible 
for aid under part A of this subchapter) with 
respect to whom services are already being 
provided under the State plan under this part, 
and must be provided in accordance with this 
subsection on the basis of an application for 
services under the State plan in the case of 
any other child in whose behalf a support 
order has been issued or modified in the State. 
In either case such withholding must occur 
without the need for any amendment to the 
support order involved or for any further ac-
tion (other than those actions required under 
this part) by the court or other entity which 
issued such order. 

(3)(A) The wages of an absent parent shall be 
subject to such withholding, regardless of 
whether support payments by such parent are 
in arrears, in the case of a support order being 
enforced under this part that is issued or 
modified on or after the first day of the 25th 
month beginning after October 13, 1988, on the 
effective date of the order; except that such 
wages shall not be subject to such withholding 
under this subparagraph in any case where (i) 
one of the parties demonstrates, and the court 
(or administrative process) finds, that there is 
good cause not to require immediate income 
withholding, or (ii) a written agreement is 
reached between both parties which provides 
for an alternative arrangement. 

(B) The wages of an absent parent shall be-
come subject to such withholding, in the case 
of wages not subject to withholding under sub-
paragraph (A), on the date on which the pay-
ments which the absent parent has failed to 
make under a support order are at least equal 
to the support payable for one month or, if 
earlier, and without regard to whether there is 
an arrearage, the earliest of— 

(i) the date as of which the absent parent 
requests that such withholding begin, 

(ii) the date as of which the custodial par-
ent requests that such withholding begin, if 
the State determines, in accordance with 
such procedures and standards as it may es-
tablish, that the request should be approved, 
or 

(iii) such earlier date as the State may se-
lect. 

(4)(A) Such withholding must be carried out 
in full compliance with all procedural due 
process requirements of the State, and (sub-



Page 1271 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 666 

ject to subparagraph (B)) the State must send 
advance notice to each absent parent to whom 
paragraph (1) applies regarding the proposed 
withholding and the procedures such absent 
parent should follow if he or she desires to 
contest such withholding on the grounds that 
withholding (including the amount to be with-
held) is not proper in the case involved be-
cause of mistakes of fact. If the absent parent 
contests such withholding on those grounds, 
the State shall determine whether such with-
holding will actually occur, shall (within no 
more than 45 days after the provision of such 
advance notice) inform such parent of whether 
or not withholding will occur and (if so) of the 
date on which it is to begin, and shall furnish 
such parent with the information contained in 
any notice given to the employer under para-
graph (6)(A) with respect to such withholding. 

(B) The requirement of advance notice set 
forth in the first sentence of subparagraph (A) 
shall not apply in the case of any State which 
has a system of income withholding for child 
support purposes in effect on August 16, 1984, if 
such system provides on that date, and con-
tinues to provide, such procedures as may be 
necessary to meet the procedural due process 
requirements of State law. 

(5) Such withholding must be administered 
by a public agency designated by the State, 
and the amounts withheld must be expedi-
tiously distributed by the State or such agen-
cy in accordance with section 657 of this title 
under procedures (specified by the State) ade-
quate to document payments of support and to 
track and monitor such payments, except that 
the State may establish or permit the estab-
lishment of alternative procedures for the col-
lection and distribution of such amounts 
(under the supervision of such public agency) 
otherwise than through such public agency so 
long as the entity making such collection and 
distribution is publicly accountable for its ac-
tions taken in carrying out such procedures, 
and so long as such procedures will assure 
prompt distribution, provide for the keeping of 
adequate records to document payments of 
support, and permit the tracking and monitor-
ing of such payments. 

(6)(A)(i) The employer of any absent parent 
to whom paragraph (1) applies, upon being 
given notice as described in clause (ii), must 
be required to withhold from such absent par-
ent’s wages the amount specified by such no-
tice (which may include a fee, established by 
the State, to be paid to the employer unless 
waived by such employer) and pay such 
amount (after deducting and retaining any 
portion thereof which represents the fee so es-
tablished) to the appropriate agency (or other 
entity authorized to collect the amounts with-
held under the alternative procedures de-
scribed in paragraph (5)) for distribution in ac-
cordance with section 657 of this title. 

(ii) The notice given to the employer shall 
contain only such information as may be nec-
essary for the employer to comply with the 
withholding order. 

(B) Methods must be established by the 
State to simplify the withholding process for 
employers to the greatest extent possible, in-

cluding permitting any employer to combine 
all withheld amounts into a single payment to 
each appropriate agency or entity (with the 
portion thereof which is attributable to each 
individual employee being separately des-
ignated). 

(C) The employer must be held liable to the 
State for any amount which such employer 
fails to withhold from wages due an employee 
following receipt by such employer of proper 
notice under subparagraph (A), but such em-
ployer shall not be required to vary the nor-
mal pay and disbursement cycles in order to 
comply with this paragraph. 

(D) Provision must be made for the imposi-
tion of a fine against any employer who dis-
charges from employment, refuses to employ, 
or takes disciplinary action against any ab-
sent parent subject to wage withholding re-
quired by this subsection because of the exist-
ence of such withholding and the obligations 
or additional obligations which it imposes 
upon the employer. 

(7) Support collection under this subsection 
must be given priority over any other legal 
process under State law against the same 
wages. 

(8) The State may take such actions as may 
be necessary to extend its system of withhold-
ing under this subsection so that such system 
will include withholding from forms of income 
other than wages, in order to assure that child 
support owed by absent parents in the State 
will be collected without regard to the types 
of such absent parents’ income or the nature 
of their income-producing activities. 

(9) The State must extend its withholding 
system under this subsection so that such sys-
tem will include withholding from income de-
rived within such State in cases where the ap-
plicable support orders were issued in other 
States, in order to assure that child support 
owed by absent parents in such State or any 
other State will be collected without regard to 
the residence of the child for whom the sup-
port is payable or of such child’s custodial par-
ent. 

(10) Provision must be made for terminating 
withholding. 

(c) Administration of support payments through 
State agency or other entity 

Any State may at its option, under its plan 
approved under section 654 of this title, estab-
lish procedures under which support payments 
under this part will be made through the State 
agency or other entity which administers the 
State’s income withholding system in any case 
where either the absent parent or the custodial 
parent requests it, even though no arrearages in 
child support payments are involved and no in-
come withholding procedures have been insti-
tuted; but in any such case an annual fee for 
handling and processing such payments, in an 
amount not exceeding the actual costs incurred 
by the State in connection therewith or $25, 
whichever is less, shall be imposed on the re-
questing parent by the State. 

(d) Exemption of States 

If a State demonstrates to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary, through the presentation to the 
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Secretary of such data pertaining to caseloads, 
processing times, administrative costs, and av-
erage support collections, and such other data or 
estimates as the Secretary may specify, that the 
enactment of any law or the use of any proce-
dure or procedures required by or pursuant to 
this section will not increase the effectiveness 
and efficiency of the State child support en-
forcement program, the Secretary may exempt 
the State, subject to the Secretary’s continuing 
review and to termination of the exemption 
should circumstances change, from the require-
ment to enact the law or use the procedure or 
procedures involved. 

(e) ‘‘Overdue support’’ defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘over-
due support’’ means the amount of a delin-
quency pursuant to an obligation determined 
under a court order, or an order of an adminis-
trative process established under State law, for 
support and maintenance of a minor child which 
is owed to or on behalf of such child, or for sup-
port and maintenance of the absent parent’s 
spouse (or former spouse) with whom the child is 
living if and to the extent that spousal support 
(with respect to such spouse or former spouse) 
would be included for purposes of paragraph (4) 
or (6) of section 654 of this title. At the option 
of the State, overdue support may include 
amounts which otherwise meet the definition in 
the first sentence of this subsection but which 
are owed to or on behalf of a child who is not a 
minor child. The option to include support owed 
to children who are not minors shall apply inde-
pendently to each procedure specified under this 
section. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 466, as added 
Aug. 16, 1984, Pub. L. 98–378, § 3(b), 98 Stat. 1306; 
amended Oct. 21, 1986, Pub. L. 99–509, title IX, 
§ 9103(a), 100 Stat. 1973; Oct. 13, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–485, title I, §§ 101(a), (b), 103(c), 111(b), (e), 102 
Stat. 2344–2346, 2349, 2350; Nov. 10, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–647, title VIII, § 8105(4), 102 Stat. 3797; Aug. 10, 
1993, Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13721(b), 107 Stat. 
659; Oct. 31, 1994, Pub. L. 103–432, title II, § 212(a), 
108 Stat. 4460.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Part A of this subchapter, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), 
is classified to section 601 et seq. of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

October 13, 1988, referred to in subsec. (b)(3)(A), was in 
the original ‘‘the date of enactment of this paragraph’’, 
which was translated as meaning the date of enactment 
of Pub. L. 100–485, which amended par. (3) of this sec-
tion generally, to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 103–432, § 212(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘Procedures which require the State to peri-
odically report to consumer reporting agencies (as de-
fined in section 1681a(f) of title 15) the name of any par-
ent who owes overdue support and is at least 2 months 
delinquent in the payment of such support and the 
amount of such delinquency’’ for ‘‘Procedures by which 
information regarding the amount of overdue support 
owed by an absent parent residing in the State will be 
made available to any consumer reporting agency (as 
defined in section 1681a(f) of title 15) upon the request 
of such agency’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7)(C). Pub. L. 103–432, § 212(a)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘(C) such information shall not be made avail-
able to (i) a consumer reporting agency which the State 
determines does not have sufficient capability to sys-
tematically and timely make accurate use of such in-
formation, or (ii) an entity which has not furnished evi-
dence satisfactory to the State that the entity is a con-
sumer reporting agency’’ for ‘‘(C) a fee for furnishing 
such information, in an amount not exceeding the ac-
tual cost thereof, may be imposed on the requesting 
agency by the State’’. 

1993—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 103–66, § 13721(b)(1), struck 
out ‘‘at the option of the State,’’ after ‘‘and (B)’’ and 
inserted ‘‘or paternity establishment’’ after ‘‘support 
order issuance and enforcement’’. 

Subsec. (a)(5)(C) to (H). Pub. L. 103–66, § 13721(b)(2), 
added subpars. (C) to (H). 

Subsec. (a)(11). Pub. L. 103–66, § 13721(b)(3), added par. 
(11). 

1988—Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 100–485, § 111(b), des-
ignated existing provisions as subpar. (A) and added 
subpar. (B). 

Subsec. (a)(5)(A). Pub. L. 100–485, § 111(e), as amended 
by Pub. L. 100–647, designated existing provisions as cl. 
(i) and added cl. (ii). 

Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 100–485, § 101(b), designated ex-
isting provisions as subpar. (A), substituted ‘‘not de-
scribed in subparagraph (B)’’ for ‘‘which are issued or 
modified in the State’’, and added subpar. (B). 

Subsec. (a)(10). Pub. L. 100–485, § 103(c), added par. (10). 
Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 100–485, § 101(a), amended par. 

(3) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (3) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘An absent parent shall become subject to such 
withholding, and the advance notice required under 
paragraph (4) shall be given, on the earliest of— 

‘‘(A) the date on which the payments which the ab-
sent parent has failed to make under such order are 
at least equal to the support payable for one month, 

‘‘(B) the date as of which the absent parent requests 
that such withholding begin, or 

‘‘(C) such earlier date as the State may select.’’ 
1986—Subsec. (a)(9). Pub. L. 99–509 added par. (9). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Section 212(b) of Pub. L. 103–432 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by subsection (a) [amending this 
section] shall take effect on October 1, 1995.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–66 effective with respect 
to a State on later of Oct. 1, 1993, or date of enactment 
by legislature of such State of all laws required by such 
amendments made by section 13721 of Pub. L. 103–66, 
but in no event later than first day of first calendar 
quarter beginning after close of first regular session of 
State legislature that begins after Aug. 10, 1993, and, in 
case of State that has 2-year legislative session, each 
year of such session deemed to be separate regular ses-
sion of State legislature, see section 13721(c) of Pub. L. 
103–66, set out as a note under section 652 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENTS 

Section 8105 of Pub. L. 100–647 provided that the 
amendment made by that section is effective on date of 
enactment of Family Support Act of 1988, Pub. L. 
100–485, which was approved Oct. 13, 1988. 

Section 101(d) of Pub. L. 100–485 provided that: 
‘‘(1) The amendment made by subsection (a) [amend-

ing this section] shall become effective on the first day 
of the 25th month beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Oct. 13, 1988]. 

‘‘(2) The amendments made by subsection (b) [amend-
ing this section] shall become effective on January 1, 
1994. 

‘‘(3) Subsection (c) [set out below] shall become effec-
tive on the date of the enactment of this Act.’’ 

Section 103(f) of Pub. L. 100–485 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by subsections (a), (b), and (c) 
[amending this section and section 667 of this title] 
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shall become effective one year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act [Oct. 13, 1988].’’ 

Amendment by section 111(b) of Pub. L. 100–485 effec-
tive on first day of first month beginning one year or 
more after Oct. 13, 1988, see section 111(f)(2) of Pub. L. 
100–485, set out as a note under section 654 of this title. 

Amendment by section 111(e) of Pub. L. 100–485 effec-
tive Oct. 13, 1988, see section 111(f)(1) of Pub. L. 100–485, 
set out as a note under section 652 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Section 9103(b) of Pub. L. 99–509 provided that: 
‘‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the amend-

ment made by subsection (a) [amending this section] 
shall become effective on the date of the enactment of 
this Act [Oct. 21, 1986]. 

‘‘(2) In the case of a State with respect to which the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services has deter-
mined that State legislation is required in order to con-
form the State plan approved under part D of title IV 
of the Social Security Act [this part] to the require-
ments imposed by the amendment made by subsection 
(a) [amending this section], the State plan shall not be 
regarded as failing to comply with the requirements of 
such part solely by reason of its failure to meet the re-
quirements imposed by such amendment prior to the 
beginning of the fourth month beginning after the end 
of the first session of the State legislature which ends 
on or after the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 
21, 1986]. For purposes of the preceding sentence, the 
term ‘session’ means a regular, special, budget, or 
other session of a State legislature.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1985, except that subsec. (e) 
effective with respect to support owed for any month 
beginning after Aug. 16, 1984, see section 3(g) of Pub. L. 
98–378, set out as an Effective Date of 1984 Amendment 
note under section 654 of this title. 

STUDY ON MAKING IMMEDIATE INCOME WITHHOLDING 
MANDATORY IN ALL CASES 

Section 101(c) of Pub. L. 100–485 directed Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to conduct a study of ad-
ministrative feasibility, cost implications, and other 
effects of requiring immediate income withholding 
with respect to all child support awards in a State and 
report on results of such study not later than 3 years 
after Oct. 13, 1988. 

STUDY OF IMPACT OF EXTENDING PERIODIC REVIEW 
REQUIREMENTS TO ALL OTHER CASES 

Section 103(d) of Pub. L. 100–485 directed Secretary of 
Health and Human Resources, within 2 years after Oct. 
13, 1988, to conduct and complete a study to determine 
impact on child support awards and the courts of re-
quiring each State to periodically review all child sup-
port orders in effect in the State. 

DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS FOR EVALUATING MODEL 
PROCEDURES FOR REVIEWING CHILD SUPPORT AWARDS 

Section 103(e) of Pub. L. 100–485 authorized an agree-
ment between Secretary of Health and Human Services 
and each State submitting an application for purpose of 
conducting a demonstration project to test and evalu-
ate model procedures for reviewing child support award 
amounts, directed that such projects be commenced not 
later than Sept. 30, 1989, and be conducted for a 2-year 
period, and directed Secretary to report results of such 
projects to Congress not later than 6 months after all 
projects are completed. 

COMMISSION ON INTERSTATE CHILD SUPPORT 

Section 126 of Pub. L. 100–485, as amended by Pub. L. 
101–508, title V, § 5012(a), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1388–221; 
Pub. L. 102–318, title V, § 534(a), July 3, 1992, 106 Stat. 
317, established Commission on Interstate Child Sup-
port to hold national conferences on interstate child 

support reform and prepare report to Congress contain-
ing recommendations for improving interstate estab-
lishment and enforcement of child support awards and 
for revising Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Sup-
port Act and provided for powers of the Commission, 
appropriations, and termination of the Commission on 
Sept. 30, 1992. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 654 of this title; 
title 15 section 1681a. 

§ 667. State guidelines for child support awards 

(a) Establishment of guidelines; method 

Each State, as a condition for having its State 
plan approved under this part, must establish 
guidelines for child support award amounts 
within the State. The guidelines may be estab-
lished by law or by judicial or administrative 
action, and shall be reviewed at least once every 
4 years to ensure that their application results 
in the determination of appropriate child sup-
port award amounts. 

(b) Availability of guidelines; rebuttable pre-
sumption 

(1) The guidelines established pursuant to sub-
section (a) of this section shall be made avail-
able to all judges and other officials who have 
the power to determine child support awards 
within such State. 

(2) There shall be a rebuttable presumption, in 
any judicial or administrative proceeding for 
the award of child support, that the amount of 
the award which would result from the applica-
tion of such guidelines is the correct amount of 
child support to be awarded. A written finding 
or specific finding on the record that the appli-
cation of the guidelines would be unjust or inap-
propriate in a particular case, as determined 
under criteria established by the State, shall be 
sufficient to rebut the presumption in that case. 

(c) Technical assistance to States; State to fur-
nish Secretary with copies 

The Secretary shall furnish technical assist-
ance to the States for establishing the guide-
lines, and each State shall furnish the Secretary 
with copies of its guidelines. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 467, as added 
Aug. 16, 1984, Pub. L. 98–378, § 18(a), 98 Stat. 1321; 
amended Oct. 13, 1988, Pub. L. 100–485, title I, 
§ 103(a), (b), 102 Stat. 2346.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–485, § 103(b), inserted 
‘‘, and shall be reviewed at least once every 4 years to 
ensure that their application results in the determina-
tion of appropriate child support award amounts’’ be-
fore period at end. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–485, § 103(a), designated exist-
ing provisions as par. (1), struck out ‘‘, but need not be 
binding upon such judges or other officials’’ after 
‘‘within such State’’, and added par. (2). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–485 effective one year 
after Oct. 13, 1988, see section 103(f) of Pub. L. 100–485, 
set out as a note under section 666 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 18(b) of Pub. L. 98–378 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by subsection (a) [enacting this sec-
tion] shall become effective on October 1, 1987.’’ 
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