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1 See References in Text note below. 
2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘case.’’ 

(4) many missing children are at great risk 
of both physical harm and sexual exploitation; 

(5) in many cases, parents and local law en-
forcement officials have neither the resources 
nor the expertise to mount expanded search ef-
forts; 

(6) abducted children are frequently moved 
from one locality to another, requiring the co-
operation and coordination of local, State, and 
Federal law enforcement efforts; 

(7) on frequent occasions, law enforcement 
authorities quickly exhaust all leads in miss-
ing children cases, and require assistance from 
distant communities where the child may be 
located; and 

(8) Federal assistance is urgently needed to 
coordinate and assist in this interstate prob-
lem. 

(Pub. L. 93–415, title IV, § 402, as added Pub. L. 
98–473, title II, § 660, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2125.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subchapter effective Oct. 12, 1984, see section 670(a) of 
Pub. L. 98–473, set out as an Effective Date of 1984 
Amendment note under section 5601 of this title. 

SHORT TITLE 

For short title of title IV of Pub. L. 93–415, which en-
acted this subchapter, as the ‘‘Missing Children’s As-
sistance Act’’, see section 401 of Pub. L. 93–415, as added 
by Pub. L. 98–473, set out as a note under section 5601 
of this title. 

§ 5772. ‘‘Missing child’’ and ‘‘Administrator’’ de-
fined 

For the purpose of this subchapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘missing child’’ means any indi-

vidual less than 18 years of age whose where-
abouts are unknown to such individual’s legal 
custodian if— 

(A) the circumstances surrounding such in-
dividual’s disappearance indicate that such 
individual may possibly have been removed 
by another from the control of such individ-
ual’s legal custodian without such custo-
dian’s consent; or 

(B) the circumstances of the case strongly 
indicate that such individual is likely to be 
abused or sexually exploited; and 

(2) the term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-
ministrator of the Office of Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention. 

(Pub. L. 93–415, title IV, § 403, as added Pub. L. 
98–473, title II, § 660, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2126.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 5775 of this title; 
title 39 section 3201. 

§ 5773. Duties and functions of the Administrator 

(a) Description of activities 

The Administrator shall— 
(1) issue such rules as the Administrator 

considers necessary or appropriate to carry 
out this subchapter; 

(2) make such arrangements as may be nec-
essary and appropriate to facilitate effective 
coordination among all federally funded pro-
grams relating to missing children (including 
the preparation of an annual comprehensive 
plan for facilitating such coordination); 

(3) provide for the furnishing of information 
derived from the national toll-free telephone 
line, established under subsection (b)(1) of this 
section, to appropriate entities; 

(4) provide adequate staff and agency re-
sources which are necessary to properly carry 
out the responsibilities pursuant to this sub-
chapter; and 

(5) not later than 180 days after the end of 
each fiscal year, submit a report to the Presi-
dent, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and the President pro tempore of the Senate— 

(A) containing a comprehensive plan for 
facilitating cooperation and coordination in 
the succeeding fiscal year among all agen-
cies and organizations with responsibilities 
related to missing children; 

(B) identifying and summarizing effective 
models of Federal, State, and local coordina-
tion and cooperation in locating and recov-
ering missing children; 

(C) identifying and summarizing effective 
program models that provide treatment, 
counseling, or other aid to parents of miss-
ing children or to children who have been 
the victims of abduction; 

(D) describing how the Administrator sat-
isfied the requirements of paragraph (4) in 
the preceding fiscal year; 

(E) describing in detail the number and 
types of telephone calls received in the pre-
ceding fiscal year over the national toll-free 
telephone line established under subsection 
(b)(1)(A) of this section and the number and 
types of communications referred to the na-
tional communications system established 
under section 5712a 1 of this title; 

(F) describing in detail the activities in 
the preceding fiscal year of the national re-
source center and clearinghouse established 
under subsection (b)(2) of this section; 

(G) describing all the programs for which 
assistance was provided under section 5775 of 
this title in the preceding fiscal year; 

(H) summarizing the results of all research 
completed in the preceding year for which 
assistance was provided at any time under 
this subchapter; and 

(I)(i) identifying each clearinghouse with 
respect to which assistance is provided 
under section 5775(a)(9) of this title in the 
preceding fiscal year; 

(ii) describing the activities carried out by 
such clearinghouse in such fiscal year; 

(iii) specifying the types and amounts of 
assistance (other than assistance under sec-
tion 5775(a)(9) of this title) received by such 
clearinghouse in such fiscal year; and 

(iv) specifying the number and types of 
missing children cases handled (and the 
number of such cases resolved) by such 
clearinghouse in such fiscal year and sum-
marizing the circumstances of each such 
cases.2 
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