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Pub. L. 102–12, § 9(27)(B), which directed the substi-

tution of ‘‘thereafter. Whenever’’ for ‘‘thereafter: Pro-

vided further, That whenever’’, was executed by making 

the substitution for ‘‘thereafter: Provided further, That 

wherever’’ to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

EXTENSION OF ACT 

Notwithstanding the provisions of act July 25, 1947, 

ch. 327, 61 Stat. 449, set out below, this entire act, sec-

tions 501 to 593 of this Appendix, are in force and effect 

and shall so remain until a subsequent Act of Congress 

terminates them, under the provisions of section 464 of 

this Appendix. 

TERMINATION OF WAR 

Joint Res. July 25, 1947, ch. 327, § 4, 61 Stat. 454, pro-

vided: ‘‘For the purposes of article IV of the Act of Oc-

tober 17, 1940 (54 Stat. 1183–1186), as amended [sections 

540 to 548 of this Appendix], the present war shall be 

deemed to have terminated within the meaning of sec-

tion 604 (54 Stat. 1191) of the said Act [this section], as 

of the effective date of this joint resolution [July 25, 

1947].’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 464 of this Ap-

pendix. 

§ 585. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. VI, § 605, 54 Stat. 

1191, related to the inapplicability of the Soldiers’ and 

Sailors’ Relief Act of 1918 [section 101 et seq. of this Ap-

pendix], to military service performed after Oct. 17, 

1940. 

ARTICLE VII—FURTHER RELIEF 

§ 590. Stay of enforcement of obligations, liabil-
ities, taxes, etc. 

(1) A person may, at any time during his pe-
riod of military service or within six months 
thereafter, apply to a court for relief in respect 
of any obligation or liability incurred by such 
person prior to his period of military service or 
in respect of any tax or assessment whether fall-
ing due prior to or during his period of military 
service. The court, after appropriate notice and 
hearing, unless in its opinion the ability of the 
applicant to comply with the terms of such obli-
gation or liability or to pay such tax or assess-
ment has not been materially affected by reason 
of his military service, may grant the following 
relief: 

(a) In the case of an obligation payable under 
its terms in installments under a contract for 
the purchase of real estate, or secured by a 
mortgage or other instrument in the nature of a 
mortgage upon real estate, a stay of the enforce-
ment of such obligation during the applicant’s 
period of military service and, from the date of 
termination of such period of military service or 
from the date of application if made after such 
service, for a period equal to the period of the 
remaining life of the installment contract or 
other instrument plus a period of time equal to 
the period of military service of the applicant or 
any part of such combined period, subject to 
payment of the balance of principal and accumu-
lated interest due and unpaid at the date of ter-
mination of the period of military service or 
from the date of application, as the case may be, 
in equal installments during such combined pe-

riod at such rate of interest on the unpaid bal-
ance as is prescribed in such contract, or other 
instrument evidencing the obligation, for in-
stallments paid when due, and subject to such 
other terms as may be just. 

(b) In the case of any other obligation, liabil-
ity, tax, or assessment, a stay of the enforce-
ment thereof during the applicant’s period of 
military service and, from the date of termi-
nation of such period of military service or from 
the date of application if made after such serv-
ice, for a period of time equal to the period of 
military service of the applicant or any part of 
such period, subject to payment of the balance 
of principal and accumulated interest due and 
unpaid at the date of termination of such period 
of military service or the date of application, as 
the case may be, in equal periodic installments 
during such extended period at such rate of in-
terest as may be prescribed for such obligation, 
liability, tax, or assessment, if paid when due, 
and subject to such other terms as may be just. 

(2) When any court has granted a stay as pro-
vided in this section no fine or penalty shall ac-
crue during the period the terms and conditions 
of such stay are complied with by reason of fail-
ure to comply with the terms or conditions of 
the obligation, liability, tax, or assessment in 
respect of which such stay was granted. 

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. VII, § 700, as added Oct. 
6, 1942, ch. 581, § 18, 56 Stat. 777.) 

§ 591. Power of attorney 

(a) Extension for period person in missing status 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a 
power of attorney which— 

(1) was duly executed by a person in the 
military service who is in a missing status (as 
defined in section 551(2) of title 37, United 
States Code); 

(2) designates that person’s spouse, parent, 
or other named relative as his attorney in fact 
for certain specified, or all, purposes; and 

(3) expires by its terms after that person en-
tered a missing status, and before or after the 
effective date of this section; 

shall be automatically extended for the period 
that the person is in a missing status. 

(b) Limitation on extension 

No power of attorney executed after the effec-
tive date of this section by a person in the mili-
tary service may be extended under subsection 
(a) of this section if the document by its terms 
clearly indicates that the power granted expires 
on the date specified even though that person, 
after the date of execution of the document, en-
ters a missing status. 

(c) Persons subject to coverage 

This section applies to the following powers of 
attorney executed by a person in military serv-
ice or under a call or order to report for military 
service (or who has been advised by an official of 
the Department of Defense that such person 
may receive such a call or order): 

(1) A power of attorney that is executed dur-
ing the Vietnam era (as defined in section 
101(29) of title 38, United States Code). 

(2) A power of attorney that expires by its 
terms after July 31, 1990. 
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