
Page 159 TITLE 8—ALIENS AND NATIONALITY § 1254 

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to any alien 
if the Attorney General determines that— 

(A) the alien ordered, incited, assisted, or 
otherwise participated in the persecution of 
any person on account of race, religion, na-
tionality, membership in a particular social 
group, or political opinion; 

(B) the alien, having been convicted by a 
final judgment of a particularly serious crime, 
constitutes a danger to the community of the 
United States; 

(C) there are serious reasons for considering 
that the alien has committed a serious non-
political crime outside the United States prior 
to the arrival of the alien in the United 
States; or 

(D) there are reasonable grounds for regard-
ing the alien as a danger to the security of the 
United States. 

For purposes of subparagraph (B), an alien who 
has been convicted of an aggravated felony shall 
be considered to have committed a particularly 
serious crime. 

(June 27, 1952, ch. 477, title II, ch. 5, § 243, 66 Stat. 
212; Oct. 3, 1965, Pub. L. 89–236, § 11(f), 79 Stat. 
918; Oct. 30, 1978, Pub. L. 95–549, title I, § 104, 92 
Stat. 2066; Mar. 17, 1980, Pub. L. 96–212, title II, 
§ 203(e), 94 Stat. 107; Dec. 29, 1981, Pub. L. 97–116, 
§ 18(i), 95 Stat. 1620; Nov. 29, 1990, Pub. L. 101–649, 
title V, § 515(a)(2), title VI, § 603(b)(3), 104 Stat. 
5053, 5085.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (h)(1). Pub. L. 101–649, § 603(b)(3), sub-

stituted ‘‘1251(a)(4)(D)’’ for ‘‘1251(a)(19)’’. 

Subsec. (h)(2). Pub. L. 101–649, § 515(a)(2), inserted sen-

tence at end relating to aliens who have been convicted 

of aggravated felonies. 

1981—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–116 inserted a comma 

after ‘‘subject’’ in fourth sentence. 

1980—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 96–212 substituted provi-

sions relating to deportation or return of an alien 

where the Attorney General determines that the return 

would threaten the life or freedom of the alien on ac-

count of race, religion, nationality, membership in a 

particular social group, or political opinion, for provi-

sions relating to withholding of deportation for any 

necessary period of time where the Attorney General 

decides the alien would be subject to persecution on ac-

count of race, religion, or political opinion. 

1978—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 95–549 inserted ‘‘(other than 

an alien described in section 1251(a) of this title)’’ be-

fore ‘‘within the United States’’. 

1965—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 89–236 substituted ‘‘persecu-

tion on account of race, religion, or political opinion’’ 

for ‘‘physical persecution’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 515(a)(2) of Pub. L. 101–649 ap-

plicable to convictions entered before, on, or after Nov. 

29, 1990, and to applications for withholding of deporta-

tion made on or after such date, see section 515(b)(2) of 

Pub. L. 101–649, as amended, set out as a note under sec-

tion 1158 of this title. 

Amendment by section 603(b)(3) of Pub. L. 101–649 not 

applicable to deportation proceedings for which notice 

has been provided to the alien before Mar. 1, 1991, see 

section 602(d) of Pub. L. 101–649, set out as a note under 

section 1251 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–116 effective Dec. 29, 1981, 

see section 21(a) of Pub. L. 97–116, set out as a note 

under section 1101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–212 effective Mar. 17, 1980, 

and applicable to fiscal years beginning with the fiscal 

year beginning Oct. 1, 1979, see section 204 of Pub. L. 

96–212, set out as a note under section 1101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1965 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 89–236, 

see section 20 of Pub. L. 89–236, set out as a note under 

section 1151 of this title. 

SENSE OF CONGRESS RESPECTING TREATMENT OF CUBAN 

POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Pub. L. 99–603, title III, § 315(c), Nov. 6, 1986, 100 Stat. 

3440, provided that: ‘‘It is the sense of the Congress that 

the Secretary of State should provide for the issuance 

of visas to nationals of Cuba who are or were impris-

oned in Cuba for political activities without regard to 

section 243(g) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 

(8 U.S.C. 1253(g)).’’ 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Definition of the term— 

Adjacent islands, section 1101(b)(5) of this title. 

Alien, see section 1101(a)(3) of this title. 

Attorney General, see section 1101(a)(5) of this title. 

Consular officer, see section 1101(a)(9) of this title. 

Crewman, see section 1101(a)(10) of this title. 

Immigrant visa, see section 1101(a)(16) of this title. 

National, see section 1101(a)(21) of this title. 

Permanent, see section 1101(a)(31) of this title. 

Residence, see section 1101(a)(33) of this title. 

United States, see section 1101(a)(38) of this title. 

Peace Corps programs, deportation of foreign partici-

pants pursuant to provisions of this section, see section 

2508 of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 1184, 1226, 1252a, 

1254a, 1330, 1427 of this title; title 7 section 2015; title 22 

sections 618, 2508; title 42 section 1436a. 

§ 1254. Suspension of deportation 

(a) Adjustment of status for permanent resi-
dence; contents 

As hereinafter prescribed in this section, the 
Attorney General may, in his discretion, sus-
pend deportation and adjust the status to that 
of an alien lawfully admitted for permanent res-
idence, in the case of an alien (other than an 
alien described in section 1251(a)(4)(D) of this 
title) who applies to the Attorney General for 
suspension of deportation and— 

(1) is deportable under any law of the United 
States except the provisions specified in para-
graph (2) of this subsection; has been phys-
ically present in the United States for a con-
tinuous period of not less than seven years im-
mediately preceding the date of such applica-
tion, and proves that during all of such period 
he was and is a person of good moral char-
acter; and is a person whose deportation 
would, in the opinion of the Attorney General, 
result in extreme hardship to the alien or to 
his spouse, parent, or child, who is a citizen of 
the United States or an alien lawfully admit-
ted for permanent residence; 

(2) is deportable under paragraph (2), (3), or 
(4) of section 1251(a) of this title; has been 
physically present in the United States for a 
continuous period of not less than ten years 
immediately following the commission of an 
act, or the assumption of a status, constitut-
ing a ground for deportation, and proves that 
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during all of such period he has been and is a 
person of good moral character; and is a per-
son whose deportation would, in the opinion of 
the Attorney General, result in exceptional 
and extremely unusual hardship to the alien 
or to his spouse, parent, or child, who is a citi-
zen of the United States or an alien lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence; or 

(3) is deportable under any law of the United 
States except section 1251(a)(1)(G) of this title 
and the provisions specified in paragraph (2); 
has been physically present in the United 
States for a continuous period of not less than 
3 years immediately preceding the date of 
such application; has been battered or sub-
jected to extreme cruelty in the United States 
by a spouse or parent who is a United States 
citizen or lawful permanent resident (or is the 
parent of a child of a United States citizen or 
lawful permanent resident and the child has 
been battered or subjected to extreme cruelty 
in the United States by such citizen or perma-
nent resident parent); and proves that during 
all of such time in the United States the alien 
was and is a person of good moral character; 
and is a person whose deportation would, in 
the opinion of the Attorney General, result in 
extreme hardship to the alien or the alien’s 
parent or child. 

(b) Continuous physical presence: inapplicability 
based on service in Armed Forces; brief, cas-
ual, and innocent absences 

(1) The requirement of continuous physical 
presence in the United States specified in para-
graphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a) of this section 
shall not be applicable to an alien who (A) has 
served for a minimum period of twenty-four 
months in an active-duty status in the Armed 
Forces of the United States and, if separated 
from such service, was separated under honor-
able conditions, and (B) at the time of his enlist-
ment or induction was in the United States. 

(2) An alien shall not be considered to have 
failed to maintain continuous physical presence 
in the United States under paragraphs (1) and (2) 
of subsection (a) of this section if the absence 
from the United States was brief, casual, and in-
nocent and did not meaningfully interrupt the 
continuous physical presence. 

(c) Fulfillment of requirements of subsection (a) 

Upon application by any alien who is found by 
the Attorney General to meet the requirements 
of subsection (a) of this section the Attorney 
General may in his discretion suspend deporta-
tion of such alien. 

(d) Record of cancellation of deportation 

Upon the cancellation of deportation in the 
case of any alien under this section, the Attor-
ney General shall record the alien’s lawful ad-
mission for permanent residence as of the date 
the cancellation of deportation of such alien is 
made. 

(e) Voluntary departure 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the At-
torney General may, in his discretion, permit 
any alien under deportation proceedings, other 
than an alien within the provisions of paragraph 
(2), (3), or (4) of section 1251(a) of this title (and 

also any alien within the purview of such para-
graphs if he is also within the provisions of para-
graph (2) of subsection (a) of this section), to de-
part voluntarily from the United States at his 
own expense in lieu of deportation if such alien 
shall establish to the satisfaction of the Attor-
ney General that he is, and has been, a person of 
good moral character for at least five years im-
mediately preceding his application for vol-
untary departure under this subsection. 

(2) The authority contained in paragraph (1) 
shall not apply to any alien who is deportable 
because of a conviction for an aggravated fel-
ony. 

(f) Alien crewmen; nonimmigrant exchange 
aliens admitted to receive graduate medical 
education or training; other 

The provisions of subsection (a) of this section 
shall not apply to an alien who— 

(1) entered the United States as a crewman 
subsequent to June 30, 1964; 

(2) was admitted to the United States as a 
nonimmigrant exchange alien as defined in 
section 1101(a)(15)(J) of this title, or has ac-
quired the status of such a nonimmigrant ex-
change alien after admission, in order to re-
ceive graduate medical education or training, 
regardless of whether or not the alien is sub-
ject to or has fulfilled the two-year foreign 
residence requirement of section 1182(e) of this 
title; or 

(3)(A) was admitted to the United States as 
a nonimmigrant exchange alien as defined in 
section 1101(a)(15)(J) of this title or has ac-
quired the status of such a nonimmigrant ex-
change alien after admission other than to re-
ceive graduate medical education or training, 
(B) is subject to the two-year foreign residence 
requirement of section 1182(e) of this title, and 
(C) has not fulfilled that requirement or re-
ceived a waiver thereof. 

(g) Consideration of evidence 

In acting on applications under subsection 
(a)(3) of this section, the Attorney General shall 
consider any credible evidence relevant to the 
application. The determination of what evidence 
is credible and the weight to be given that evi-
dence shall be within the sole discretion of the 
Attorney General. 

(June 27, 1952, ch. 477, title II, ch. 5, § 244, 66 Stat. 
214; Oct. 24, 1962, Pub. L. 87–885, § 4, 76 Stat. 1247; 
Oct. 3, 1965, Pub. L. 89–236, § 12, 79 Stat. 918; Oct. 
20, 1976, Pub. L. 94–571, § 7(f), 90 Stat. 2706; Oct. 
30, 1978, Pub. L. 95–549, title I, § 105, 92 Stat. 2066; 
Mar. 17, 1980, Pub. L. 96–212, title II, § 203(d), 94 
Stat. 107; Dec. 29, 1981, Pub. L. 97–116, §§ 9, 
18(h)(2), (j), 95 Stat. 1616, 1620; Nov. 6, 1986, Pub. 
L. 99–603, title III, § 315(b), 100 Stat. 3439; Oct. 24, 
1988, Pub. L. 100–525, § 2(q)(1), 102 Stat. 2613; Nov. 
18, 1988, Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7343(b), 102 
Stat. 4470; Nov. 29, 1990, Pub. L. 101–649, title I, 
§ 162(e)(2), title VI, § 603(b)(3), (4), 104 Stat. 5011, 
5085; Dec. 12, 1991, Pub. L. 102–232, title III, 
§ 307(m)(1), 105 Stat. 1757; Sept. 13, 1994, Pub. L. 
103–322, title IV, § 40703, 108 Stat. 1955.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 103–322, § 40703(a), added 

par. (3). 
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Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 103–322, § 40703(b), added subsec. 

(g). 
1991—Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 102–232 made technical 

correction to directory language of Pub. L. 101–649, 

§ 603(b)(4)(B). See 1990 Amendment note below. 
1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–649, § 603(b)(3), sub-

stituted ‘‘1251(a)(4)(D) of this title’’ for ‘‘1251(a)(19) of 

this title’’. 
Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 101–649, § 603(b)(4)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘paragraph (2), (3), or (4)’’ for ‘‘paragraph (4), 

(5), (6), (7), (11), (12), (14), (15), (16), (17), or (18)’’. 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–649, § 162(e)(2), struck out be-

fore period at end ‘‘, and unless the alien is an imme-

diate relative within the meaning of section 1151(b) of 

this title, the Secretary of State shall reduce by one 

the number of immigrant visas authorized to be issued 

under section 1151(a) or 1152(a) of this title for the fiscal 

year then current’’. 
Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 101–649, § 603(b)(4)(B), as amend-

ed by Pub. L. 102–232, substituted ‘‘(2), (3), or (4)’’ for 

‘‘(4), (5), (6), (7), (11), (12), (14), (15), (16), (17), (18), or 

(19)’’. 
1988—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 100–525 amended Pub. 

L. 99–603. See 1986 Amendment notes below. 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 100–690 redesignated existing pro-

visions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the’’ for ‘‘The’’, and added par. (2). 
1986—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–603, § 315(b)(1), formerly 

§ 315(b), as redesignated and amended by Pub. L. 100–525, 

§ 2(q)(1)(A), designated existing provisions as par. (1) 

and added par. (2). 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–603, § 315(b)(2), as added by Pub. 

L. 100–525, § 2(q)(1)(B), designated former par. (1) as en-

tire subsec. (c) and struck out provision that if the de-

portation of any alien is suspended under the provi-

sions of this subsection, a complete and detailed state-

ment of the facts and pertinent provisions of law in the 

case shall be reported to the Congress with the reasons 

for such suspension, and that such reports shall be sub-

mitted on the first day of each calendar month in 

which Congress is in session, and struck out former 

pars. (2) and (3) which read as follows: 
‘‘(2) In the case of an alien specified in paragraph (1) 

of subsection (a) of this section— 
if during the session of the Congress at which a case 

is reported, or prior to the close of the session of the 

Congress next following the session at which a case is 

reported, either the Senate or the House of Rep-

resentatives passes a resolution stating in substance 

that it does not favor the suspension of such deporta-

tion, the Attorney General shall thereupon deport 

such alien or authorize the alien’s voluntary depar-

ture at his own expense under the order of deporta-

tion in the manner provided by law. If, within the 

time above specified, neither the Senate nor the 

House of Representatives shall pass such a resolution, 

the Attorney General shall cancel deportation pro-

ceedings. 
‘‘(3) In the case of an alien specified in paragraph (2) 

of subsection (a) of this section— 
if during the session of the Congress at which a case 

is reported, or prior to the close of the session of the 

Congress next following the session at which a case is 

reported, the Congress passes a concurrent resolution 

stating in substance that it favors the suspension of 

such deportation, the Attorney General shall cancel 

deportation proceedings. If within the time above 

specified the Congress does not pass such a concur-

rent resolution, or if either the Senate or the House 

of Representatives passes a resolution stating in sub-

stance that it does not favor the suspension of the de-

portation of such alien, the Attorney General shall 

thereupon deport such alien in the manner provided 

by law.’’ 
1981—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–116, § 18(h)(2), inserted 

‘‘(other than an alien described in section 1251(a)(19) of 

this title)’’ after ‘‘case of an alien’’ in provision preced-

ing par. (1). 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 97–116, § 18(j), substituted ‘‘immi-

grant visas’’ for ‘‘nonpreference immigrant visas’’, and 

‘‘section 1151(a) or 1152(a) of this title’’ for ‘‘section 

1153(a)(7) of this title’’. 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 97–116, § 9, permitted certain ex-

change aliens not subject to a requirement of returning 

to their home countries, or who have satisfied the re-

quirement or had it waived, to apply for suspension of 

deportation, prohibited foreign medical graduates who 

have entered the United States as exchange aliens eli-

gibility for application under this section notwith-

standing a waiver of the two-year residence require-

ment, and eliminated the restriction on suspension of 

deportation in the case of natives of contiguous coun-

tries and adjacent islands for which nonquota visas are 

otherwise available. 
1980—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 96–212 substituted 

‘‘1153(a)(7)’’ for ‘‘1153(a)(8)’’. 
1978—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 95–549 included reference to 

par. (19) of section 1251(a) of this title. 
1976—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 94–571 struck out ‘‘is enti-

tled to special immigrant classification under section 

1101(a)(27)(A) of this title, or’’ after ‘‘unless the alien’’. 
1965—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 89–236, § 12(a), removed all 

references to quotas and provided that in each case 

where an alien, other than a special immigrant or an 

immediate relative, has his deportation suspended, a 

number is deducted from the nonpreference immigrant 

visas authorized for the current fiscal year. 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 89–236, § 12(b), inserted ‘‘subse-

quent to June 30, 1964’’ after ‘‘entered the United States 

as a crewman’’. 
1962—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 87–885 inserted ‘‘applies to 

the Attorney General for suspension of deportation 

and’’ in introductory paragraph; substituted ‘‘except 

the provisions specified in paragraph (2) of this sub-

section’’ and ‘‘extreme hardship’’ for ‘‘and is not a 

member of a class of aliens whose deportation could not 

have been suspended by reason of section 19(d) of the 

Immigration Act of 1917, as amended’’ and ‘‘exceptional 

and extremely unusual hardship’’, respectively, and de-

leted ‘‘applies to the Attorney General within five 

years after the effective date of this chapter for suspen-

sion of deportation; last entered the United States 

more than two years prior to June 27, 1952’’ before ‘‘is 

deportable under any law’’, in par. (1); redesignated 

former par. (5) as (2), struck out from former provisions 

‘‘for an act committed or status acquired subsequent to 

such entry into the United States or having last en-

tered the United States within two years prior to, or at 

any time after June 27, 1962, is deportable under para-

graph (2) of section 1251(a) of this title as a person who 

has remained longer in the United States than the pe-

riod for which he was admitted’’ after ‘‘section 1251(a) 

of this title’’ and ‘‘has not been served with a final 

order of deportation issued pursuant to this chapter in 

deportation proceedings up to the time of applying to 

the Attorney General for suspension of deportation’’ 

after ‘‘good moral character’’; and struck out former 

pars. (2) to (4), which authorized the Attorney General 

to suspend deportation and adjust status for permanent 

residence of aliens deportable for act committed or 

status existing prior to or at time of entry into the 

United States, deportable for act committed or status 

acquired subsequent to entry, and deportable for being 

a criminal, prostitute, or other immoral person, sub-

versive, violator of narcotic laws, and similar class of 

persons, and person who entered without inspection, at 

time and place other than designated by the Attorney 

General, or without proper documents, respectively. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 87–885 substituted provisions de-

claring the requirement of continuous physical pres-

ence in the United States inapplicable to aliens who 

served honorably in the Armed Forces of the United 

States and were in the United States at the time of 

entry into service for provisions respecting the fulfill-

ment of requirements of pars. (1) to (3) of former sub-

sec. (a) and the making of reports to Congress, now in-

corporated in subsecs. (c)(1), (2) and (f) of this section. 
Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 87–885 incorporated first three 

sentences of former subsecs. (b) and (c) in par. (1), 

striking out from former subsec. (b) ‘‘paragraphs (1), 
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(2), or (3)’’ and from former subsec. (c) ‘‘paragraph (4) or 

(5)’’ before ‘‘of subsection (a) of this section’’ in first 

sentence, and from such former subsecs. (b) and (c) the 

requirement respecting the submission of reports on 

the fifteenth day of each calendar month in third sen-

tence. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 87–885 incorporated fourth and 

fifth sentences of former subsec. (b) in par. (2), pref-

acing provisions with introductory phrase reading ‘‘In 

the case of an alien specified in paragraph (1) of sub-

section (a) of this section.’’ 

Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 87–885 incorporated fourth and 

fifth sentences of former subsec. (c) in par. (3), pref-

acing provisions with introductory phrase reading ‘‘In 

the case of an alien specified in paragraph (2) of sub-

section (a) of this section.’’ 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 87–885 struck out ‘‘area’’ after 

‘‘reduce by one the quota of the quota’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 87–885 substituted ‘‘paragraph (2) 

of subsection (a)’’ for ‘‘paragraph (4) or (5) of subsection 

(a).’’ 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 87–885 added subsec. (f) which in-

corporated the last sentence of former subsec. (b) read-

ing ‘‘The provisions of this subsection relating to the 

granting of suspension of deportation shall not be ap-

plicable to any alien who is a native of any country 

contiguous to the United States or of any adjacent is-

land, unless he establishes to the satisfaction of the At-

torney General that he is ineligible to obtain a non-

quota immigrant visa.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1991 AMENDMENT 

Section 307(m) of Pub. L. 102–232 provided that the 

amendment made by that section is effective as if in-

cluded in section 603(b) of the Immigration Act of 1990, 

Pub. L. 101–649. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 162(e)(2) of Pub. L. 101–649 ef-

fective Oct. 1, 1991, and applicable beginning with fiscal 

year 1992, see section 161(a) of Pub. L. 101–649, set out 

as a note under section 1101 of this title. 

Amendment by section 603(b)(3) and (4) of Pub. L. 

101–649 not applicable to deportation proceedings for 

which notice has been provided to the alien before Mar. 

1, 1991, see section 602(d) of Pub. L. 101–649, set out as 

a note under section 1251 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENTS 

Amendment by section 7343(b) of Pub. L. 100–690 ap-

plicable to any alien who has been convicted, on or 

after Nov. 18, 1988, of an aggravated felony, see section 

7343(c) of Pub. L. 100–690, set out as a note under section 

1252 of this title. 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–525 effective as if included 

in enactment of Immigration Reform and Control Act 

of 1986, Pub. L. 99–603, see section 2(s) of Pub. L. 100–525, 

set out as a note under section 1101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Section 315(e) of Pub. L. 99–603, as added by Pub. L. 

100–525, § 2(q)(2), Oct. 24, 1988, 100 Stat. 2614, provided 

that: ‘‘The amendment made by subsection (b)(1) 

[amending this section] shall apply to applications sub-

mitted under section 244 of the Immigration and Na-

tionality Act [this section] before, on, or after the date 

of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 6, 1986]; but shall not 

apply to aliens removed from the United States before 

the date of the enactment of this Act.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–116 effective Dec. 29, 1981, 

see section 21(a) of Pub. L. 97–116, set out as a note 

under section 1101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–212 effective Apr. 1, 1980, 

see section 204 of Pub. L. 96–212, set out as a note under 

section 1101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–571 effective on first day of 

first month which begins more than sixty days after 

Oct. 20, 1976, see section 10 of Pub. L. 94–571, set out as 

a note under section 1101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1965 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 89–236, 

see section 20 of Pub. L. 89–236, set out as a note under 

section 1151 of this title. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Definition of the term— 

Adjacent islands, see section 1101(b)(5) of this title. 

Alien, see section 1101(a)(3) of this title. 

Attorney General, see section 1101(a)(5) of this title. 

Child, as used in subchapter III of this chapter, see 

section 1101(c)(1) of this title. 

Child, as used in this subchapter and subchapter I 

of this chapter, see section 1101(b)(1) of this title. 

Entry, see section 1101(a)(13) of this title. 

Immigrant visa, see section 1101(a)(16) of this title. 

Parent, as used in subchapter III of this chapter, 

see section 1101(c)(2) of this title. 

Parent, as used in this subchapter and subchapter I 

of this chapter, see section 1101(b)(2) of this title. 

Person of good moral character, see section 1101(f) 

of this title. 

Special immigrant, see section 1101(a)(27) of this 

title. 

Spouse, see section 1101(a)(35) of this title. 

United States, see section 1101(a)(38) of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 1151, 1252b, 1254a 

of this title; title 18 section 4113. 

§ 1254a. Temporary protected status 

(a) Granting of status 

(1) In general 

In the case of an alien who is a national of 
a foreign state designated under subsection (b) 
of this section (or in the case of an alien hav-
ing no nationality, is a person who last habit-
ually resided in such designated state) and 
who meets the requirements of subsection (c) 
of this section, the Attorney General, in ac-
cordance with this section— 

(A) may grant the alien temporary pro-
tected status in the United States and shall 
not deport the alien from the United States 
during the period in which such status is in 
effect, and 

(B) shall authorize the alien to engage in 
employment in the United States and pro-
vide the alien with an ‘‘employment author-
ized’’ endorsement or other appropriate 
work permit. 

(2) Duration of work authorization 

Work authorization provided under this sec-
tion shall be effective throughout the period 
the alien is in temporary protected status 
under this section. 

(3) Notice 

(A) Upon the granting of temporary pro-
tected status under this section, the Attorney 
General shall provide the alien with informa-
tion concerning such status under this section. 

(B) If, at the time of initiation of a deporta-
tion proceeding against an alien, the foreign 
state (of which the alien is a national) is des-
ignated under subsection (b) of this section, 


