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‘‘(B) the Committee on National Security of the 
House of Representatives, in the case of a provision 
of law relating to interoceanic canals, the Mer-
chant Marine Academy and State Maritime Acad-
emies, or national security aspects of merchant ma-
rine; 

‘‘(C) the Committee on Resources of the House of 
Representatives, in the case of a provision of law 
relating to fisheries, wildlife, international fishing 
agreements, marine affairs (including coastal zone 
management) except for measures relating to oil 
and other pollution of navigable waters, or ocean-
ography; 

‘‘(D) the Committee on Science of the House of 
Representatives, in the case of a provision of law 
relating to marine research; and 

‘‘(E) the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives, in the 
case of a provision of law relating to a matter other 
than a matter described in any of subparagraphs 
(A) through (D). 

‘‘(c) REFERENCES TO COMMITTEES WITH JURISDICTION 
CHANGES.—Any reference in any provision of law en-
acted before January 4, 1995, to— 

‘‘(1) the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives shall be treated as referring 
to— 

‘‘(A) the Committee on Agriculture of the House 
of Representatives, in the case of a provision of law 
relating to inspection of seafood or seafood prod-
ucts; 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Banking and Financial 
Services of the House of Representatives, in the 
case of a provision of law relating to bank capital 
markets activities generally or to depository insti-
tution securities activities generally; and 

‘‘(C) the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives, in the 
case of a provision of law relating to railroads, rail-
way labor, or railroad retirement and unemploy-
ment (except revenue measures related thereto); 
and 
‘‘(2) the Committee on Government Operations of 

the House of Representatives shall be treated as re-
ferring to the Committee on the Budget of the House 
of Representatives in the case of a provision of law 
relating to the establishment, extension, and enforce-
ment of special controls over the Federal budget. 

‘‘SEC. 2. REFERENCES IN LAW TO OFFICERS OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

‘‘Any reference in any provision of law enacted before 
January 4, 1995, to a function, duty, or authority— 

‘‘(1) of the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
shall be treated as referring, with respect to that 
function, duty, or authority, to the officer of the 
House of Representatives exercising that function, 
duty, or authority, as determined by the Committee 
on House Oversight of the House of Representatives; 

‘‘(2) of the Doorkeeper of the House of Representa-
tives shall be treated as referring, with respect to 
that function, duty, or authority, to the officer of the 
House of Representatives exercising that function, 
duty, or authority, as determined by the Committee 
on House Oversight of the House of Representatives; 

‘‘(3) of the Postmaster of the House of Representa-
tives shall be treated as referring, with respect to 
that function, duty, or authority, to the officer of the 
House of Representatives exercising that function, 
duty, or authority, as determined by the Committee 
on House Oversight of the House of Representatives; 
and 

‘‘(4) of the Director of Non-legislative and Financial 
Services of the House of Representatives shall be 
treated as referring, with respect to that function, 
duty, or authority, to the officer of the House of Rep-
resentatives exercising that function, duty, or au-
thority, as determined by the Committee on House 
Oversight of the House of Representatives.’’ 

§ 21. Oath of Senators 

The oath of office shall be administered by the 
President of the Senate to each Senator who 
shall be elected, previous to his taking his seat. 

(R.S. § 28.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 28 derived from act June 1, 1789, ch. 1, § 2, 1 
Stat. 23. 

§ 22. Oath of President of Senate 

When a President of the Senate has not taken 
the oath of office, it shall be administered to 
him by any Member of the Senate. 

(R.S. § 29.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 29 derived from act June 1, 1789, ch. 1, § 2, 1 
Stat. 23. 

§ 23. Presiding officer of Senate may administer 
oaths 

The presiding officer, for the time being, of 
the Senate of the United States, shall have 
power to administer all oaths and affirmations 
that are or may be required by the Constitution, 
or by law, to be taken by any Senator, officer of 
the Senate, witness, or other person, in respect 
to any matter within the jurisdiction of the 
Senate. 

(Apr. 18, 1876, ch. 66, § 1, 19 Stat. 34.) 

§ 24. Secretary of Senate or assistant secretary 
may administer oaths 

The Secretary of the Senate, and the assistant 
secretary thereof, shall, respectively, have 
power to administer any oath or affirmation re-
quired by law, or by the rules or orders of the 
Senate, to be taken by any officer of the Senate, 
and to any witness produced before it. 

(Apr. 18, 1876, ch. 66, § 2, 19 Stat. 34; July 9, 1971, 
Pub. L. 92–51, 85 Stat. 125.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Assistant secretary of the Senate deemed successor 
in references to chief clerk of the Senate in all laws, 
rules, resolutions, and orders, effective July 1, 1971, 
under provisions of Pub. L. 92–51, July 9, 1971, 85 Stat. 
125. 

§ 25. Oath of Speaker, Members, and Delegates 

At the first session of Congress after every 
general election of Representatives, the oath of 
office shall be administered by any Member of 
the House of Representatives to the Speaker; 
and by the Speaker to all the Members and Dele-
gates present, and to the Clerk, previous to en-
tering on any other business; and to the Mem-
bers and Delegates who afterward appear, pre-
vious to their taking their seats. 

The Clerk of the House of Representatives of 
the Eightieth and each succeeding Congress 
shall cause the oath of office to be printed, fur-
nishing two copies to each Member and Delegate 
who has taken the oath of office in accordance 
with law, which shall be subscribed in person by 
the Member or Delegate, who shall thereupon 
deliver them to the Clerk, one to be filed in the 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

records of the House of Representatives, and the 
other to be recorded in the Journal of the House 
and in the Congressional Record; and such 
signed copies, or certified copies thereof, or of 
either of such records thereof, shall be admissi-
ble in evidence in any court of the United 
States, and shall be held conclusive proof of the 
fact that the signer duly took the oath of office 
in accordance with law. 

(R.S. § 30; Feb. 18, 1948, ch. 53, 62 Stat. 20.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 30 derived from act June 1, 1789, ch. 1, § 2, 1 
Stat. 23. 

The last paragraph of this section, which permitted 
Members and Delegates of the House of Representatives 
of the Eightieth Congress to subscribe and deliver two 
signed copies of the printed oath of office at any time 
before the expiration of the Eightieth Congress, was 
omitted. 

AMENDMENTS 

1948—Act Feb. 18, 1948, added last two paragraphs to 
provide a way by which any Member of House of Rep-
resentatives can establish by record evidence the fact 
that the Member took the oath of office and so became 
a Member. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Provisions respecting representation in Congress by a 
delegate from District of Columbia to House of Rep-
resentatives, see section 25a of this title. 

Provisions respecting representation in Congress by a 
Delegate from Guam and Virgin Islands to House of 
Representatives, see section 1711 et seq. of Title 48, Ter-
ritories and Insular Possessions. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 25b of this title. 

§ 25a. Delegate to House of Representatives from 
District of Columbia 

(a) The people of the District of Columbia 
shall be represented in the House of Representa-
tives by a Delegate, to be known as the ‘‘Dele-
gate to the House of Representatives from the 
District of Columbia’’, who shall be elected by 
the voters of the District of Columbia in accord-
ance with the District of Columbia Election Act. 
The Delegate shall have a seat in the House of 
Representatives, with the right of debate, but 
not of voting, shall have all the privileges grant-
ed a Representative by section 6 of Article I of 
the Constitution, and shall be subject to the 
same restrictions and regulations as are im-
posed by law or rules on Representatives. The 
Delegate shall be elected to serve during each 
Congress. 

(b) No individual may hold the office of Dele-
gate to the House of Representatives from the 
District of Columbia unless on the date of his 
election— 

(1) he is a qualified elector (as that term is 
defined in section 2(2) of the District of Colum-
bia Election Act) of the District of Columbia; 

(2) he is at least twenty-five years of age; 
(3) he holds no other paid public office; and 
(4) he has resided in the District of Columbia 

continuously since the beginning of the three- 
year period ending on such date. 

He shall forfeit his office upon failure to main-
tain the qualifications required by this sub-
section. 

(Pub. L. 91–405, title II, § 202, Sept. 22, 1970, 84 
Stat. 848.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The District of Columbia Election Act, referred to in 
subsecs. (a) and (b)(1), is act Aug. 12, 1955, ch. 862, 69 
Stat. 699, as amended, which appears in subchapter I 
(§ 1–1301 et seq.) of chapter 13 of Title 1, Administration, 
of the District of Columbia Code. Section 2(2) of that 
Act appears in section 1–1302(2) of the District of Co-
lumbia Code. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code § 1–401. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 206(b) of title II of Pub. L. 91–405 provided 
that: ‘‘This title and the amendments made by this 
title [enacting this section and section 25b of this title 
and amending section 2106 of Title 5, Government Orga-
nization and Employees, sections 4342, 6954, and 9342 of 
Title 10, Armed Forces, sections 201, 203, 204, 591, 594, 
and 595 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and 
section 1973i of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare] 
shall take effect on the date of its enactment [Sept. 22, 
1970].’’ 

§ 25b. Delegate from District of Columbia; appli-
cability of certain Federal laws 

The provisions of law which appear in— 
(1) section 25 (relating to oath of office), 
(2) section 31 (relating to compensation), 
(3) section 34 (relating to payment of com-

pensation), 
(4) section 35 (relating to payment of com-

pensation), 
(5) section 37 (relating to payment of com-

pensation), 
(6) section 38a (relating to compensation), 
(7) section 39 (relating to deductions for ab-

sence), 
(8) section 40 (relating to deductions for 

withdrawal), 
(9) section 40a (relating to deductions for de-

linquent indebtedness), 
(10) section 41 (relating to prohibition on al-

lowance for newspapers), 
(11) section 42c (relating to postage allow-

ance), 
(12) section 46b (relating to stationery allow-

ance), 
(13) section 46b–1 (relating to stationery al-

lowance), 
(14) section 46b–2 (relating to stationery al-

lowance), 
(15) section 46g (relating to telephone, tele-

graph, and radiotelegraph allowance), 
(16) section 47 (relating to payment of com-

pensation), 
(17) section 48 (relating to payment of com-

pensation), 
(18) section 49 (relating to payment of com-

pensation), 
(19) section 50 (relating to payment of com-

pensation), 
(20) section 54 (relating to provision of 

United States Code Annotated or Federal Code 
Annotated), 

(21) section 60g–1 1 (relating to clerk hire), 
(22) section 60g–2(a) 1 (relating to interns), 
(23) section 80 (relating to payment of com-

pensation), 


