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tinuing the precedent of my seven immediate prede-

cessors in this Office, do hereby proclaim the third Sat-

urday of each May as Armed Forces Day. 
I direct the Secretary of Defense on behalf of the 

Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and the Marine Corps, 

and the Secretary of Transportation on behalf of the 

Coast Guard, to plan for appropriate observances each 

year, with the Secretary of Defense responsible for so-

liciting the participation and cooperation of civil au-

thorities and private citizens. 
I invite the Governors of the States, the Common-

wealth of Puerto Rico, and other areas subject to the 

jurisdiction of the United States, to provide for the ob-

servance of Armed Forces Day within their jurisdiction 

each year in an appropriate manner designed to in-

crease public understanding and appreciation of the 

Armed Forces of the United States. 
I also invite national and local veterans, civic and 

other organizations to join in the observance of Armed 

Forces Day each year. 
I call upon all Americans not only to display the flag 

of the United States at their homes on Armed Forces 

Day, but also to learn about our system of defense, and 

about the men and women who sustain it, by attending 

and participating in the local observances of the day. 
Proclamation 4571 of May 15, 1978, is hereby super-

seded. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this 16th day of April, in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-two and of the Independ-

ence of the United States of America the two hundred 

and sixth. 

RONALD REAGAN. 

PRIOR PROCLAMATIONS 

Proc. No. 3172, Mar. 6, 1957, 22 F.R. 1427, which pro-

claimed Armed Forces Day as third Saturday of May in 

each year, was superseded by Proc. No. 3655, May 7, 

1965, 30 F.R. 6467. 
Proc. No. 3399, Mar. 22, 1961, 26 F.R. 2501, which pro-

claimed Armed Forces Day, was superseded by Proc. 

No. 3655, May 7, 1965, 30 F.R. 6467. 
Proc. No. 3655, May 7, 1965, 30 F.R. 6467, which pro-

claimed Armed Forces Day as third Saturday of May in 

each year, was superseded by Proc. No. 4276, Mar. 21, 

1974, 39 F.R. 10877. 
Proc. No. 4276, Mar. 21, 1974, 39 F.R. 10877, which pro-

claimed Armed Forces Day as third Saturday of May in 

each year, was superseded by Proc. No. 4357, Mar. 25, 

1975, 40 F.R. 13293. 
Proc. No. 4357, Mar. 25, 1975, 40 F.R. 13293, which pro-

claimed Armed Forces Day as third Saturday of May in 

each year was superseded by Proc. No. 4492, Mar. 22, 

1977, 42 F.R. 15889. 
Proc. No. 4492, Mar. 22, 1977, 42 F.R. 15889, which pro-

claimed Armed Forces Day as third Saturday of May in 

each year, was superseded by Proc. No. 4571, May 15, 

1978, 43 F.R. 21313. 
Proc. No. 4571, May 15, 1978, 43 F.R. 21313, which pro-

claimed Armed Forces Day as third Saturday of May in 

each year, was superseded by Proc. No. 4934, Apr. 16, 

1982, 47 F.R. 16767. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Legal holidays, see section 6103 of Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees. 

Occasions for display of flag, see section 174 of this 

title. 

§ 141. Display of flag on buildings on second Sun-
day in May 

The President of the United States is author-
ized and requested to issue a proclamation call-
ing upon the Government officials to display the 
United States flag on all Government buildings, 
and the people of the United States to display 
the flag at their homes or other suitable places, 
on the second Sunday in May, as a public ex-

pression of our love and reverence for the moth-
ers of our country. 

(May 8, 1914, No. 13, § 1, 38 Stat. 771.) 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Legal holidays, see section 6103 of Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees. 

Occasions for display of flag, see section 174 of this 

title. 

§ 142. Second Sunday in May designated as Moth-
er’s Day 

The second Sunday in May shall hereafter be 
designated and known as Mother’s Day, and it 
shall be the duty of the President to request its 
observance as provided for in this resolution. 

(May 8, 1914, No. 13, § 2, 38 Stat. 771.) 

§ 142a. Third Sunday in June designated as Fa-
ther’s Day; display of flags on buildings; ob-
servance 

The third Sunday in June of each year is here-
by designated as ‘‘Father’s Day’’. The President 
is authorized and requested to issue a proclama-
tion calling on the appropriate Government offi-
cials to display the flag of the United States on 
all Government buildings on such day, inviting 
the governments of the States and communities 
and the people of the United States to observe 
such day with appropriate ceremonies, and urg-
ing our people to offer public and private expres-
sions of such day to the abiding love and grati-
tude which they bear for their fathers. 

(Pub. L. 92–278, Apr. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 124.) 

§ 142b. National Grandparents Day; proclama-
tion, designation; observance 

The President is authorized and requested to 
issue a proclamation designating the first Sun-
day of September after Labor Day as ‘‘National 
Grandparents Day’’, and calling upon the people 
of the United States and interested groups and 
organizations to observe such day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

(Pub. L. 96–62, Sept. 6, 1979, 93 Stat. 410.) 

§ 142c. Parents’ Day; establishment 

The fourth Sunday of every July shall be es-
tablished as ‘‘Parents’ Day’’ to be recognized as 
a recurring, perennial day of commemoration. 

(Pub. L. 103–362, § 1, Oct. 14, 1994, 108 Stat. 3465.) 

§ 142c–1. Recognition of Parents’ Day 

All private citizens, organizations, and gov-
ernmental and legislative bodies at the local, 
State, and Federal level are encouraged to rec-
ognize Parents’ Day through proclamations, ac-
tivities, and educational efforts in furtherance 
of recognizing, uplifting, and supporting the role 
of parents in the rearing of their children. 

(Pub. L. 103–362, § 2, Oct. 14, 1994, 108 Stat. 3465.) 

§ 143. First Monday in October designated as 
Child Health Day 

The President of the United States is author-
ized and requested to issue annually a proclama-
tion setting apart the first Monday in October of 


