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‘‘(a) Any payment for local and long distance tele-
communications service provided to any user shall 
cover the total invoiced amount, including any amount 
relating to separately identified toll calls, and shall be 
charged to the appropriation for the fiscal year in 
which the underlying base service period covered by the 
invoice ends. 

‘‘(b) As used in subsection (a), the term ‘user’ means 
a Senator, an Officer of the Senate, and any office, 
committee, or other entity the funds of which are dis-
bursed by the Secretary of the Senate.’’ 

[Pub. L. 104–197, title I, § 4(b), Sept. 16, 1996, 110 Stat. 
2397, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sub-
section (a) [amending section 5 of Pub. L. 104–53, set out 
above] shall take effect on October 1, 1996, and shall 
apply to all payments made on or after such date for 
local and long distance telecommunications service.’’] 

§ 58a–1. Payment for telecommunications equip-
ment and services; definitions 

As used in sections 58a–1 to 58a–3 of this title, 
the term— 

(1) ‘‘Sergeant at Arms’’ means the Sergeant 
at Arms and Doorkeeper of the United States 
Senate; and 

(2) ‘‘user’’ means any Senator, Officer of the 
Senate, Committee, office, or entity provided 
telephone equipment and services by the Ser-
geant at Arms. 

(Pub. L. 100–123, § 1, Oct. 5, 1987, 101 Stat. 794.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 4 of Pub. L. 100–123 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this section and sections 58a–2 and 58a–3 of 
this title] shall take effect on October 1, 1987.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 58a–2, 58a–3 of 
this title. 

§ 58a–2. Certification of telecommunications 
equipment and services as official 

(a) Regulations issued by Committee on Rules 
and Administration 

Subject to such regulations as may hereafter 
be issued by the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration of the Senate, the Sergeant at 
Arms shall have the authority, with respect to 
telephone equipment and services provided to 
any user on a reimbursable basis (including re-
pair or replacement), solely for the purposes of 
this section, to make such certification as may 
be necessary to establish such services and 
equipment as official, issue invoices in conjunc-
tion therewith, and receive payment for such 
services and equipment by certification, vouch-
er, or otherwise. 

(b) Equipment and services provided on reim-
bursable basis 

For purposes of sections 58a–1 to 58a–3 of this 
title, telephone equipment and services provided 
to any user for which payment, prior to October 
1, 1987, was not authorized from the contingent 
fund of the Senate shall, on and after October 1, 
1987, be considered telephone equipment and 
services provided on a reimbursable basis for 
which payment may be obtained from such fund 
in accordance with subsection (a) of this section. 

(c) Establishment of reasonable charges 

Subject to the approval of the Committee on 
Rules and Administration, the Sergeant at Arms 

may establish reasonable charges for telephone 
equipment and services provided to any user 
which may be in addition to that regularly au-
thorized by the Committee. 

(d) Disposition of moneys received 

All moneys, derived from payments for tele-
phone equipment and services provided from 
funds from the Appropriation Account within 
the contingent fund of the Senate for ‘‘Contin-
gent Expenses, Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate’’ under the line item for 
Telecommunications (including receipts from 
carriers and others for loss or damage to such 
services or equipment for which repair or re-
placement has been provided by the Sergeant at 
Arms), and all other moneys received by the 
Sergeant at Arms as charges or commissions for 
telephone services, shall be deposited in and 
made a part of such Appropriation Account and 
under such line item, and shall be available for 
expenditure or obligation, or both, in like man-
ner and subject to the same limitations as any 
other moneys in such account and under such 
line item. 

(e) Committee authority to classify or reclassify 
equipment and services 

Nothing in sections 58a–1 to 58a–3 of this title 
shall be construed as limiting or otherwise af-
fecting the authority of the Committee on Rules 
and Administration of the Senate to classify or 
reclassify telephone equipment and services pro-
vided to any user as equipment or services for 
which reimbursement may or may not be re-
quired. 

(Pub. L. 100–123, § 2, Oct. 5, 1987, 101 Stat. 794; 
Pub. L. 101–163, title I, § 3, Nov. 21, 1989, 103 Stat. 
1044.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–163 inserted ‘‘and all 
other moneys received by the Sergeant at Arms as 
charges or commissions for telephone services,’’ after 
‘‘by the Sergeant at Arms),’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1987, see section 4 of Pub. L. 
100–123, set out as a note under section 58a–1 of this 
title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 58a–1, 58a–3 of 
this title. 

§ 58a–3. Report on telecommunications to Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration 

The Sergeant at Arms shall report to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration of the Sen-
ate, at such time or times, and in such form and 
manner, as the Committee may direct, on ex-
penditures made, and revenues received, pursu-
ant to sections 58a–1 to 58a–3 of this title. It 
shall be the function of the Sergeant at Arms to 
advise the Committee, as soon as possible, of 
any dispute regarding payments to and from 
such Appropriation Account as related to the 
line item for Telecommunications, including 
any amounts due and unpaid by any user, if any 
such dispute has remained unresolved for a pe-
riod of at least 60 days. 

(Pub. L. 100–123, § 3, Oct. 5, 1987, 101 Stat. 795.) 


