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§ 59d. Transportation of official records and pa-
pers to House Member’s district 

(a) Payment of reasonable expenses from appli-
cable accounts of House; rules and regula-
tions 

Effective August 16, 1978, notwithstanding any 
provision of law and until otherwise provided by 
law, the applicable accounts of the House shall 
be available to pay the reasonable expenses of 
sending or transporting the official records and 
papers of any Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives from the District of Columbia to 
any location designated by such Member in the 
district represented by the Member. 

The Chief Administrative Officer of the House 
of Representatives is authorized and directed to 
provide for the most economical means of send-
ing or transporting such documents to insure 
the orderly and timely delivery to the specified 
location. The Committee on House Oversight 
shall have the authority to issue rules and regu-
lations to carry out the provisions of this sec-
tion. 

(b) ‘‘Member of the House of Representatives’’ 
and ‘‘official records and papers’’ defined 

As used in this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘Member of the House of Rep-

resentatives’’ means a Representative in, or a 
Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, the 
Congress; and 

(2) the term ‘‘official records and papers’’ 
means books, records, papers, and official files 
which could be sent as franked mail. 

(Pub. L. 98–51, title I, § 111(1), July 14, 1983, 97 
Stat. 269; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 203(21), Aug. 
20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1728.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘August 16, 1978’’ substituted for ‘‘upon 
the date of adoption of this resolution’’ meaning the 
date of adoption of House Resolution No. 1297, which 
was agreed to Aug. 16, 1978. 

Section is based on House Resolution No. 1297, Nine-
ty-fifth Congress, Aug. 16, 1978, which was enacted into 
permanent law by Pub. L. 98–51. 

Sections 1 and 2 of House Resolution No. 1297 were re-
designated subsecs. (a) and (b) of this section, respec-
tively, for purposes of codification. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–186, § 203(21)(A)–(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘applicable accounts’’ for ‘‘contingent fund’’ 
in first par. and ‘‘Chief Administrative Officer of the 
House of Representatives’’ for ‘‘Clerk of the House of 
Representatives’’ and ‘‘House Oversight’’ for ‘‘House 
Administration’’ in second par. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 104–186, § 203(21)(D), amended 
par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as 
follows: ‘‘the term ‘Member’ means a Representative, a 
Resident Commissioner in the House, and a Delegate to 
the House; and’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

§ 59e. Official mail of persons entitled to use con-
gressional frank 

(a) Congressional committee regulations for ex-
penditure of appropriations for official mail 

Except as otherwise provided in this section, 
funds appropriated by this Act or any other Act 

for expenses of official mail of any person enti-
tled to use the congressional frank may be ex-
pended only in accordance with regulations pre-
scribed by the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration of the Senate or the Committee on 
House Oversight of the House of Representa-
tives, as applicable. Such regulations shall re-
quire— 

(1) individual accountability for use of offi-
cial mail by each person entitled to use the 
congressional frank; 

(2)(A) with respect to the House of Rep-
resentatives, allocation of funds for official 
mail to be made to each such person with re-
spect to each session of Congress (with no 
transfer to any other session or to any other 
such person); and 

(B) with respect to the Senate, allocation of 
funds for official mail to be made to each such 
person with respect to each session of Con-
gress (with no transfer to any other session, 
other than transfers from the first session of a 
Congress to the second session of that Con-
gress, or to any other such person); and 

(3) with respect to the House of Representa-
tives, that in addition to any other report or 
information made available to the public 
(through the House Commission on Congres-
sional Mailing Standards or otherwise) regard-
ing the use of the frank, the Chief Administra-
tive Officer of the House of Representatives 
shall include in the quarterly report of re-
ceipts and expenditures submitted to the 
House of Representatives a statement (based 
solely on data provided for that purpose by the 
Committee on House Oversight of the House of 
Representatives and the House Commission on 
Congressional Mailing Standards) of costs 
charged against the Official Mail Allowance 
for each person entitled to use the congres-
sional frank. 

(b) Postmaster General functions 

The Postmaster General, in consultation with 
the Committee on Rules and Administration of 
the Senate and the Committee on House Over-
sight of the House of Representatives— 

(1) shall monitor use of official mail by each 
person entitled to use the congressional frank; 

(2) at least monthly, shall notify any person 
with an allocation under subsection (a)(2) of 
this section as to the percentage of the alloca-
tion that has been used; and 

(3) may not carry or deliver official mail the 
cost of which is in excess of an allocation 
under subsection (a)(2) of this section. 

(c) Source of funds for expenses of official mail 

Expenses of official mail of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives may be paid only from 
funds specifically appropriated for that purpose 
and funds so appropriated— 

(1) may be supplemented by other appro-
priated funds only if such supplementation is 
provided for by law or by regulation under 
subsection (a) of this section; and 

(2) may not be supplemented by funds from 
any other source, public or private. 

(d) Maintenance or use of unofficial office ac-
counts or defrayal of official expenses from 
certain funds prohibited 

No Senator or Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives may maintain or use, directly or 
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indirectly, an unofficial office account or defray 
official expenses from— 

(1) funds received from a political committee 
or derived from a contribution or expenditure 
(as such terms are defined in section 431 of 
this title); 

(2) funds received as reimbursement for ex-
penses incurred by the Senator or Member in 
connection with personal services provided by 
the Senator or Member to the person making 
the reimbursement; or 

(3) any other funds that are not specifically 
appropriated for official expenses. 

(e) Official Mail Allowance in House of Rep-
resentatives 

(1) There is established in the House of Rep-
resentatives an Official Mail Allowance for 
Members, officers, and employees of the House 
of Representatives who are persons entitled to 
use the congressional frank. Regulations for use 
of the Official Mail Allowance shall be pre-
scribed— 

(A) by the Committee on House Oversight of 
the House of Representatives, with respect to 
allocation and expenditures relating to the Al-
lowance; and 

(B) by the House Commission on Congres-
sional Mailing Standards, with respect to mat-
ters under section 3210(a)(6)(D) of title 39. 

(2) The Official Mail Allowance— 
(A) shall be available for postage for franked 

mail sent at a first class, third class, or fourth 
class rate; 

(B) with respect to a Member of the House of 
Representatives, shall be available, in a ses-
sion of Congress, in a total amount, as deter-
mined under paragraph (1)(A), of not more 
than the product of (i) 3 times the single-piece 
rate applicable to first class mail, and (ii) the 
number (as determined by the Postmaster 
General) of addresses (other than business pos-
sible delivery stops) in the congressional dis-
trict, as such addresses are described in sec-
tion 3210(d)(7)(B) of title 39; and 

(C) with respect to any other person entitled 
to use the congressional frank in the House of 
Representatives (including any Member of the 
House of Representatives who receives an allo-
cation under subsection (a)(2) of this section 
with respect to duties as an elected officer of, 
or holder of another position in, the House of 
Representatives), shall be available, in a ses-
sion of Congress, in a total amount deter-
mined under paragraph (1)(A). 

(3)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), each Mem-
ber of the House of Representatives may trans-
fer amounts from the Members’ Representa-
tional Allowance of the Member to the Official 
Mail Allowance of the Member. 

(B) The total amount a Member may so trans-
fer with respect to a session of Congress may not 
exceed $25,000. 

(f) Mass mailing; submission of samples or de-
scription of proposed mail matter; advisory 
opinion 

A Member of the House of Representatives 
shall, before making any mass mailing, submit a 
sample or description of the mail matter in-
volved to the House Commission on Congres-

sional Mailing Standards for an advisory opin-
ion as to whether such proposed mailing is in 
compliance with applicable provisions of law, 
rule, or regulation. 

(g) ‘‘Member of the House of Representatives’’ 
and ‘‘person entitled to use the congressional 
frank’’ defined 

As used in subsections (a) through (f) of this 
section— 

(1) the term ‘‘Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives’’ means a Representative in, or a 
Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, the 
Congress; and 

(2) the term ‘‘person entitled to use the con-
gressional frank’’ means a Senator, Member of 
the House of Representatives, or other person 
authorized to use the frank under section 
3210(b) of title 39. 

(h) Omitted 

(i) Effective date 

This section and the amendments made by 
this section shall apply with respect to sessions 
of Congress beginning with the first session of 
the One Hundred Second Congress, except that, 
with respect to the Senate, subsection (d) of this 
section shall apply beginning on May 1, 1992, and 
the funds referred to in paragraph (3) of such 
subsection shall not include personal funds of a 
Senator or Member of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(Pub. L. 101–520, title III, § 311, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2278; Pub. L. 102–229, title II, § 211, Dec. 12, 
1991, 105 Stat. 1718; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 203(22), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1728; Pub. L. 
105–275, title I, § 104, Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2439.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The amendments made by this section, referred to in 
subsec. (i), means the amendments made by section 
311(h) of Pub. L. 101–520, which amended section 58 of 
this title and sections 3210 and 3216 of Title 39, Postal 
Service, and amended provisions set out as notes under 
sections 3210 and 3216 of Title 39. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act, 1991. 

Subsec. (h) of this section made the amendments 
specified in the References in Text note above. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (e)(2). Pub. L. 105–275, § 104(a), inserted 
‘‘and’’ at end of subpar. (B), substituted a period for 
‘‘; and’’ at end of subpar. (C), and struck out subpar. 
(D) which read as follows: ‘‘shall not be available for 
payment of any nonpostage fee or charge, including 
any fee or charge for express mail, express mail drop 
shipment, certified mail, registered mail, return re-
ceipt, address correction, or postal insurance.’’ 

Subsec. (e)(4). Pub. L. 105–275, § 104(b), struck out par. 
(4) which read as follows: ‘‘The Members’ Representa-
tional Allowance shall be available to a Member of the 
House of Representatives for the payment of nonpost-
age fees and charges referred to in paragraph (2)(D) and 
for postage for mail for official business sent outside 
the United States.’’ 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–186, § 203(22)(B)(i), sub-
stituted ‘‘House Oversight’’ for ‘‘House Administra-
tion’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 104–186, § 203(22)(A), (B)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘Chief Administrative Officer of the House of 
Representatives’’ for ‘‘Clerk of the House of Represent-
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atives’’ and ‘‘House Oversight’’ for ‘‘House Administra-
tion’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–186, § 203(22)(B)(iii), sub-
stituted ‘‘House Oversight’’ for ‘‘House Administra-
tion’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (e)(1)(A). Pub. L. 104–186, § 203(22)(B)(iv), sub-
stituted ‘‘House Oversight’’ for ‘‘House Administra-
tion’’. 

Subsec. (e)(2)(A). Pub. L. 104–186, § 203(22)(B)(v), struck 
out ‘‘only’’ after ‘‘available’’. 

Subsec. (e)(3)(A). Pub. L. 104–186, § 203(22)(B)(vi), sub-
stituted ‘‘Members’ Representational Allowance’’ for 
‘‘Official Expenses Allowance and the Clerk Hire Allow-
ance’’. 

Subsec. (e)(4). Pub. L. 104–186, § 203(22)(B)(vii), sub-
stituted ‘‘Members’ Representational Allowance’’ for 
‘‘Official Expenses Allowance’’. 

1991—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 102–229 substituted ‘‘begin-
ning on May 1, 1992,’’ for ‘‘with respect to sessions of 
Congress beginning with the second session of the One 
Hundred Second Congress,’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

For establishment of Members’ Representational Al-
lowance, see section 57b of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 57 of this title. 

§ 59f. Mass mailings by Senate offices; quarterly 
statements; publication of summary tabula-
tions 

Two weeks after the close of each calendar 
quarter, or as soon as practicable thereafter, the 
Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate 
shall send to each Senate office a statement of 
the cost of postage and paper and of the other 
operating expenses incurred as a result of mass 
mailings processed for such Senate office during 
such quarter. The statement shall separately 
identify the cost of postage and paper and other 
costs, and shall distinguish the costs attrib-
utable to newsletters and all other mass mail-
ings. The statement shall also include the total 
cost per capita in the State. A compilation of all 
such statements shall be sent to the Senate 
Committee on Rules and Administration. A 
summary tabulation of such information shall 
be published quarterly in the Congressional 
Record and included in the semiannual report of 
the Secretary of the Senate. Such summary tab-
ulation shall set forth for each Senate office the 
following information: the Senate office’s name, 
the total number of pieces of mass mail mailed 
during the quarter, the total cost of such mail, 
and, in the case of Senators, the cost of such 
mail divided by the total population of the State 
from which the Senator was elected, and the 
total number of pieces of mass mail divided by 
the total population of the State from which the 
Senator was elected, and in the case of each 
Senator, the allocation made to such Senator 
from the appropriation for official mail ex-
penses. 

(Pub. L. 101–520, title III, § 318, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2283; Pub. L. 103–283, title I, § 3(b), July 22, 
1994, 108 Stat. 1427.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act, 1991. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–283 inserted before period at end 
‘‘, and in the case of each Senator, the allocation made 
to such Senator from the appropriation for official mail 
expenses’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Section 3(c) of Pub. L. 103–283 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion and section 104a of this title] shall be effective 
with respect to— 

‘‘(1) reports and statements covering periods begin-
ning on and after October 1, 1994; and 

‘‘(2) appropriations made and obligations incurred 
on and after such date.’’ 

§ 59g. Mass mailing of information by Senators 
under frank; quarterly registration with Sec-
retary of Senate 

In fiscal year 1991 and thereafter, when a Sen-
ator disseminates information under the frank 
by a mass mailing (as defined in section 
3210(a)(6)(E) of title 39), the Senator shall reg-
ister quarterly with the Secretary of the Senate 
such mass mailings. Such registration shall be 
made by filing with the Secretary a copy of the 
matter mailed and providing, on a form supplied 
by the Secretary, a description of the group or 
groups of persons to whom the mass mailing was 
mailed and the number of pieces mailed. 

(Pub. L. 101–520, title III, § 320, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2285.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act, 1991. 

§ 59h. Mass mailing sent by House Members 

(a) Notice that mailing is at taxpayer expense 

Each mass mailing sent by a Member of the 
House of Representatives shall bear in a promi-
nent place on its face, or on the envelope or out-
side cover or wrapper in which the mail matter 
is sent, the following notice: ‘‘THIS MAILING WAS 
PREPARED, PUBLISHED, AND MAILED AT TAXPAYER 
EXPENSE.’’, or a notice to the same effect in 
words which may be prescribed under subsection 
(c) of this section. The notice shall be printed in 
a type size not smaller than 7-point. 

(b) Publication of each Member’s total expense 
and amount 

(1) There shall be published in the itemized re-
port of disbursements of the House of Represent-
atives as required by law, a summary tabulation 
setting forth, for the office of each Member of 
the House of Representatives, the total number 
of pieces of mass mail mailed during the period 
involved and the total cost of those mass mail-
ings. 

(2) Each such tabulation shall also include— 
(A) the total cost (as referred to in para-

graph (1)) divided by the number (as deter-
mined by the Postmaster General) of addresses 
(other than business possible delivery stops) in 
the Congressional district from which the 
Member was elected (as such addresses are de-
scribed in section 3210(d)(7)(B) of title 39); and 


