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tems, and Federal, State, and private efforts to im-

prove these systems, is essential if agriculture and

silviculture are to mitigate damage from atmos-
pheric conditions;

‘(8) agricultural and silvicultural weather services
at the Federal level should be maintained with joint
planning between the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration and the Department of Agri-
culture; and

‘“(4) efforts should be made, involving user groups,
weather and climate information providers, and Fed-
eral and State governments, to expand the use of
weather and climate information in agriculture and
silviculture.

“(b) It, therefore, is declared to be the policy of Con-
gress that it is in the public interest to maintain an ac-
tive Federal involvement in providing agricultural and
silvicultural weather and climate information and that
efforts should be made, among users of this information
and among private providers of this information, to im-
prove use of this information.”

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE; CONGRESSIONAL AP-
PROVAL REQUISITE TO SALE, LEASE, TRANSFER, OR
DISMANTLING OF AGENCY

Pub. L. 98-8, title I, §104, Mar. 24, 1983, 97 Stat. 34,
provided that:

‘“Since the Administration has proposed to sell the
weather (METSAT) and land (LANDSAT) satellite sys-
tems;

‘‘Since there are concerns about possible commer-
cialization of the National Weather Service;

‘‘Since our country should provide weather service
information for the protection of life and property;

““Since our Nation’s economy—its agriculture, avia-
tion, ocean shipping and construction—is heavily af-
fected by weather and our ability to forecast and dis-
seminate vital information about its behavior: Now,
therefore,

“It is the sense of the Congress that a reliable and
comprehensive national weather information system
responsive to the needs of national security; agri-
culture, transportation and other affected sectors; and
individual citizens must be maintained through a
strong central National Weather Service that can work
closely with the private sector, other Federal and State
government agencies, and the weather services of other
nations.

“Further, the Nation’s civil operational remote sens-
ing satellites (METSAT and LANDSAT) shall remain
under the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. No effort shall be made to dismantle, transfer,
lease or sell any portion of these systems without prior
congressional approval.”

STUDY OF THUNDERSTORMS AND ATMOSPHERIC DISTURB-
ANCES; REPORTS; EXPENDITURES; COOPERATION OF
OTHER DEPARTMENTS

Act June 16, 1948, ch. 483, 62 Stat. 470, as amended Oct.
19, 1980, Pub. L. 96-470, title I, §103(b), 94 Stat. 2237, pro-
vided: ‘“That the Chief of the Weather Bureau is au-
thorized and directed to study fully and thoroughly the
internal structure of thunderstorms, hurricanes, cy-
clones, and other severe atmospheric disturbances, par-
ticularly the degree of turbulence within such storms
and the development, maintenance, and magnitude of
updrafts and downdrafts with a view to establishing
methods by which the characteristics of particular
thunderstorms may be forecast and methods by which
the characteristics of such storms may be determined
on visual observation from outside of the immediate
thunderstorm area. Such study shall be concluded at
the earliest practicable date and a final report submit-
ted to Congress.

‘““SEC. 2. The Chief of the Weather Bureau is empow-
ered to make such expenditures at the seat of govern-
ment and elsewhere as may be necessary to carry out
the purposes of this Act and as from time to time may
be appropriated for by Congress, including expenditures
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for the development and purchase of special meteoro-
logical instruments and other equipment (including
motor vehicles and aircraft), without regard to the pro-
visions of section 3709 of the Revised Statutes [section
5 of Title 41, Public Contracts]. There is hereby author-
ized to be appropriated such sums as are necessary for
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act.

‘““SEC. 3. Any executive department or independent es-
tablishment is hereby authorized to cooperate with the
Chief of the Weather Bureau in carrying out the pur-
poses of this Act, and for such purposes may lend or
transfer to the Chief of the Weather Bureau any officer
or employee of such department or establishment and
any property, equipment, lands, or buildings under its
control.”

§313a. Establishment of meteorological observa-
tion stations in the Arctic region

In order to improve the weather forecasting
service of the United States and to promote
safety and efficiency in civil air navigation to
the highest possible degree, the Secretary of
Commerce shall, in addition to his other func-
tions and duties, take such action as may be
necessary in the development of an inter-
national basic meteorological reporting network
in the Arctic region of the Western Hemisphere,
including the establishment, operation, and
maintenance of such reporting stations in co-
operation with the State Department and other
United States governmental departments and
agencies, with the meteorological services of
foreign countries and with persons engaged in
air commerce.

(Feb. 12, 1946, ch. 4, §1, 60 Stat. 4; 1965 Reorg.
Plan No. 2, §§1, 2, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819,
79 Stat. 1318.)

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Office of Chief of Weather Bureau abolished and func-
tions transferred to Secretary of Commerce by Reorg.
Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat.
1318. For further details, see notes set out under section
311 of this title.

APPROPRIATIONS

Section 2 of act Feb. 12, 1946, authorized appropria-
tion of necessary funds to carry out provisions of this
section.

§ 313b. Institute for Aviation Weather Prediction

The Administrator of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration shall establish
an Institute for Aviation Weather Prediction.
The Institute shall provide forecasts, weather
warnings, and other weather services to the
United States aviation community. The Insti-
tute shall expand upon the activities of the avia-
tion unit currently at the National Severe
Storms Forecast Center in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, and shall be established in the Kansas
City! Missouri! area. The Administrator of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion shall provide a full and fair opportunity for
employees at the National Severe Storms Center
to assume comparable duties and responsibil-
ities within the Institute.

(Pub. L. 102-588, title II, §222, Nov. 4, 1992, 106
Stat. 5119.)

180 in original. Probably should be followed by a comma.
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SIMILAR PROVISIONS

Similar provisions were contained in Pub. L. 102-567,
title I, §112, Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4278.

§314. Omitted
CODIFICATION

Section, act Aug. 8, 1894, ch. 238, 28 Stat. 273, related
to making promotions in service without prejudice to
those transferred from Signal Service of War Depart-
ment.

§315. Changes or assignment to duty

The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to
make such changes or assignment to duty in the
personnel or detailed force of the National
Weather Service for limiting or reducing ex-
penses as he may deem necessary.

(Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 169, 28 Stat. 737; 1940 Reorg.
Plan No. IV, §8, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2421, 54
Stat. 1236; 1965 Reorg. Plan No. 2, eff. July 13,
1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318; 1970 Reorg. Plan
No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090.)

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Weather Bureau consolidated with Coast and Geo-
detic Survey to form new agency in Department of
Commerce known as Environmental Science Services
Administration by Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July
13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318, set out as a note
under section 311 of this title. Functions of Bureau and
Chief of Bureau transferred to Secretary of Commerce
by Reorg. Plan. Subsequently, Environmental Science
Services Administration abolished and National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration established. By
Department Organization Order 25-5A, Secretary dele-
gated to NOAA his functions under this chapter of the
Code. By order of Acting Associate Administrator of
NOAA, organizational name of Weather Bureau
changed to National Weather Service. For further de-
tails, see Codification note set out under section 311 of
this title.

§316. Omitted
CODIFICATION

Section, act Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 145, §1 [part], 37 Stat.
830, related to travel expenses, and has been superseded
by section 5701 et seq. of Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees.

§317. Appropriations and estimates

The appropriations for the support of the Na-
tional Weather Service shall be made with those
of the other bureaus of the Department of Com-
merce, and it shall be the duty of the Secretary
of Commerce to prepare future estimates for the
National Weather Service which shall be spe-
cially developed and extended in the interests of
agriculture.

(Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1266, §9, 26 Stat. 653; 1940 Reorg.
Plan No. IV, §8, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2421, 54
Stat. 1236; 1965 Reorg. Plan No. 2, eff. July 13,
1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318; 1970 Reorg. Plan
No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090.)

CODIFICATION

Section is based on section 9 (less 1st 35 words) of act
Oct. 1890. Remainder of such section 9 was classified to
section 215 of former title 10, and was repealed by act
Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 68A Stat. 648.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Weather Bureau consolidated with Coast and Geo-
detic Survey to form new agency in Department of
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Commerce known as Environmental Science Services
Administration by Reorg. Plan No. 2, of 1965, eff. July
13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318, set out as a note
under section 311 of this title. Functions of Bureau and
Chief of Bureau transferred to Secretary of Commerce
by Reorg. Plan. Subsequently, Environmental Science
Services Administration abolished and National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration established. By
Department Organization Order 25-5A, Secretary dele-
gated to NOAA his functions under this chapter of the
Code. By order of Acting Associate Administrator of
NOAA, organizational name of Weather Bureau
changed to National Weather Service. For further de-
tails, see Codification note set out under section 311 of
this title.

Reorg. Plan No. IV of 1940 transferred Weather Bu-
reau from Department of Agriculture to Department of
Commerce.

§ 318. Weather signals on mail cars

The Secretary of Commerce, in cooperation
with the United States Postal Service, may ar-
range a plan by which there shall be displayed
on all cars and other conveyances used for trans-
porting United States mail suitable flags or
other signals to indicate weather forecasts, cold-
wave warnings, frost warnings, and so forth, to
be furnished by the Secretary.

(Apr. 25, 1896, ch. 140, 29 Stat. 108; 1940 Reorg.
Plan No. IV, §8, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2421, 54
Stat. 1236; 1965 Reorg. Plan No. 2, §§1, 2, eff. July
13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318; Pub. L. 91-375,
§4(a), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 773.)

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

“United States Postal Service’’ substituted in text
for ‘‘Postmaster General’”’ pursuant to Pub. L. 91-375,
§4(a), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 773, set out as a note under
section 201 of Title 39, Postal Service, which abolished
the office of Postmaster General of the Post Office De-
partment and transferred its functions to the United
States Postal Service.

Office of Chief of Weather Bureau abolished and func-
tions transferred to Secretary of Commerce by Reorg.
Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat.
1318. Reorg. Plan No. IV of 1940 transferred Weather Bu-
reau from Department of Agriculture to Department of
Commerce. For further details, see notes set out under
section 311 of this title.

§319. Omitted
CODIFICATION

Section, act June 3, 1948, ch. 400, title III, 62 Stat. 328,
was from the Department of Commerce Appropriation
Act, 1949, and was not repeated in subsequent appro-
priations acts. Similar provisions were contained in
prior appropriations acts back to 1925. Section related
to printing by Weather Bureau. See section 326 of this
title.

§320. Repealed. Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, §1(34), 65
Stat. 702

Section, act Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1258, relat-
ed to sale of maps or publications. See sections 483, 484,
and 485 of Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and
Works.

§321. Repealed. Oct. 25, 1951, ch. 562, §1(15), 65
Stat. 638

Section, act May 25, 1900, ch. 555, 31 Stat. 204, relating
to destruction of old telegrams. See section 3301 et seq.
of Title 44, Public Printing and Documents.

§322. Odd jobs for part-time employees

National Weather Service part-time employ-
ees, appointed by designation or otherwise under
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