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§ 3451. Statement of purpose 

It is the purpose of this subchapter to encour-
age and improve the capability of State and 
local units of government and local nonprofit 
organizations in rural areas to plan, develop, 
and carry out programs for resource conserva-
tion and development. 

(Pub. L. 97–98, title XV, § 1528, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1337.) 

§ 3452. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter— 
(1) The term ‘‘area plan’’ means a resource 

conservation and utilization plan which is de-
veloped for a designated area of a State or 
States through a planning process and which 
includes one or more of the following ele-
ments: 

(A) a land conservation element, the pur-
pose of which shall be to control erosion and 
sedimentation; 

(B) a water management element, the pur-
pose of which shall be to provide for the con-
servation, utilization, and quality of water, 
including irrigation and rural water, sup-
plies, the mitigation of floods and high 
water tables, construction, repair, and im-
provement of dams and reservoirs, improve-
ment of agricultural water management, 
and improvement of water quality through 
control of nonpoint sources of pollution; 

(C) a community development element, 
the purpose of which shall be the develop-
ment of natural resources based industries, 
protection of rural industries from natural 
resource hazards, development of aqua-
culture, development of adequate rural 
water and waste disposal systems, improve-
ment of recreation facilities, improvement 
in the quality of rural housing, provision of 
adequate health and education facilities, and 
satisfaction of essential transportation and 
communication needs; or 

(D) other elements, the purpose of which 
may include energy conservation or protec-
tion of agricultural land, as appropriate, 
from conversion to other uses, or protection 
of fish and wildlife habitats. 

(2) The term ‘‘designated area’’ means a geo-
graphic area designated by the Secretary to 
receive assistance under this subchapter. 

(3) The term ‘‘planning process’’ means the 
continuous effort by any State, local unit of 
government, or local nonprofit organization to 
develop and carry out effective resource con-
servation and utilization plans for a des-
ignated area, including development of an area 
plan, goals, objectives, policies, implementa-
tion activities, evaluations and reviews, and 
the opportunity for public participation in 
such efforts. 

(4) The term ‘‘financial assistance’’ means 
the cost-sharing arrangements that are avail-
able under this subchapter through Federal 
contracts, grants, or loans. 

(5) The term ‘‘local unit of government’’ 
means any county, city, town, township, par-
ish, village, or other general-purpose subdivi-
sion of a State, any local or regional special 

district or other limited political subdivision 
of a State, including any soil conservation dis-
trict, school district, park authority, and 
water or sanitary district, or any Indian tribe 
or tribal organization established under Fed-
eral, State, or Indian tribal law. 

(6) The term ‘‘nonprofit organization’’ 
means any community association, wildlife 
group, or resource conservation organization 
that is incorporated and approved by the Sec-
retary for the purpose of providing to any 
rural area those public facilities or services in-
cluded in the area plan for such rural area. 

(7) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Agriculture. 

(8) The term ‘‘State’’ means the several 
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of 
the United States, Guam, the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands, and American 
Samoa. 

(9) The term ‘‘technical assistance’’ means 
any service provided by personnel of the De-
partment of Agriculture or non-Federal per-
sonnel working through the Department of 
Agriculture, including, but not limited to, in-
ventorying, evaluating, planning, designing, 
supervising, laying out and inspecting works 
of improvement, and the providing of maps, 
reports, and other documents associated with 
the services provided. 

(10) The term ‘‘works of improvement’’ 
means the facilities installed or being in-
stalled in accord with an area plan. 

(Pub. L. 97–98, title XV, § 1529, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1337.) 

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title 
48, Territories and Insular Possessions. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 3454 of this title. 

§ 3453. Establishment and scope 

The Secretary shall establish a resource con-
servation and development program under which 
the Secretary shall make available to States, 
local units of government, and local nonprofit 
organizations the technical and financial assist-
ance necessary to permit such States, local 
units of government, and local nonprofit organi-
zations to operate and maintain a planning and 
implementation process needed to conserve and 
improve the use of land, develop natural re-
sources, and improve and enhance the social, 
economic, and environmental conditions in 
rural areas of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 97–98, title XV, § 1530, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1339.) 

§ 3454. Selection of designated areas 

The Secretary shall select designated areas for 
assistance under this subchapter on the basis of 
the elements specified in section 3452(1) of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 97–98, title XV, § 1531, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1339.) 
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