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of the Council of the District of Columbia to 
take measures to suppress the same promptly 
and to prevent the same from spreading; and for 
this purpose the said Council is empowered to 
order and require that any premises, farm, or 
farms where such disease exists, or has existed, 
be put in quarantine; to order all or any animals 
coming into the District to be detained at any 
place or places for the purpose of inspection and 
examination; to prescribe regulations for and to 
require the destruction of animals affected with 
contagious, infectious, or communicable dis-
ease, and for the proper disposition of their 
hides and carcasses; to prescribe regulations for 
disinfection, and such other regulations as they 
may deem necessary to prevent infection or con-
tagion being communicated, and shall report to 
the Secretary of Agriculture whatever it may do 
in pursuance of the provisions of this section. 

(May 29, 1884, ch. 60, § 8, 23 Stat. 33; 1967 Reorg. 
Plan No. 3, § 402(430), eff. Aug. 11, 1967, 32 F.R. 
11669, 81 Stat. 948; Pub. L. 93–198, title IV, § 401, 
Dec. 24, 1973, 87 Stat. 793.) 

CODIFICATION 

Substitution of Secretary of Agriculture for Commis-

sioner of Agriculture, see note set out under section 112 

of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Council of the District of Columbia’’ substituted in 

text for ‘‘District of Columbia Council’’ pursuant to 

section 401 of Pub. L. 93–198. District of Columbia Coun-

cil, as established by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967, abol-

ished as of noon Jan. 2, 1975, by Pub. L. 93–198, title VII, 

§ 711, Dec. 24, 1973, 87 Stat. 818, and replaced by Council 

of the District of Columbia, as provided by section 401 

of Pub. L. 93–198. 
Previously, references to Commissioners of District 

of Columbia had been changed to District of Columbia 

Council pursuant to section 402(430) of Reorganization 

Plan No. 3 of 1967, 32 F.R. 11669, effective Aug. 11, 1967, 

set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organi-

zation and Employees, which transferred regulatory 

and other functions of Board of Commissioners relating 

to prescribing of regulations for destruction of animals 

or live poultry affected by contagious, infectious, or 

communicable disease, and for proper disposition of 

their hides and carcasses, and prescribing of regula-

tions for disinfection and other regulations under this 

section to District of Columbia Council, subject to 

right of Commissioner as provided by section 406 of 

Plan. For provisions establishing District of Columbia 

Council, see section 201 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1967. 

EXTENSION OF PROVISIONS TO LIVE POULTRY 

Act Feb. 7, 1928, ch. 30, 45 Stat. 59, extended the terms 

and provisions of this section to live poultry. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 113, 114, 118, 119, 

136a of this title; title 16 section 1540. 

§ 131. Fences along international boundary lines 
to keep out diseased animals 

The Secretary of Agriculture may permit the 
erection of fences along international boundary 
lines, but entirely within the territory of the 
United States, for the purpose of keeping out 
diseased animals. 

(May 26, 1910, ch. 256, 36 Stat. 440.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 136a of this title; 

title 16 section 1540. 

§ 132. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act May 23, 1908, ch. 192, 35 Stat. 254, which 

related to inspection of dairy products for export, was 

transferred to section 693 of this title. 

§ 133. Repealed. July 13, 1949, ch. 307, 63 Stat. 410 

Section, act July 24, 1946, ch. 592, 60 Stat. 633, related 

to establishment of a quarantine station on Swan Is-

land. 

§ 134. Definitions 

As used in this Act unless the context indi-
cates otherwise— 

(a) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Agriculture. 

(b) The term ‘‘animals’’ means all members of 
the animal kingdom including birds, whether 
domesticated or wild, but not including man. 

(c) The term ‘‘United States’’ means the 
States, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands of 
the United States, and the District of Columbia. 

(d) The term ‘‘interstate’’ means from a State 
or other area included in the definition of 
‘‘United States’’ to or through any other State 
or other such area. 

(Pub. L. 87–518, § 1, July 2, 1962, 76 Stat. 129.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 87–518, July 2, 

1962, 76 Stat. 129, as amended, which enacted sections 

134 to 134h of this title and amended sections 114a, 123 

to 126, and 128 of this title and section 1114 of Title 18, 

Crimes and Criminal Procedure. For complete classi-

fication of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 134e, 134f, 134g, 

134h, 136a of this title; title 16 section 1540. 

§ 134a. Seizure, quarantine, and disposal of live-
stock or poultry to guard against introduc-
tion or dissemination of communicable dis-
ease 

(a) Authority of Secretary 

The Secretary, whenever he deems it nec-
essary in order to guard against the introduc-
tion or dissemination of a communicable disease 
of livestock or poultry, may seize, quarantine, 
and dispose of, in a reasonable manner taking 
into consideration the nature of the disease and 
the necessity of such action to protect the live-
stock or poultry of the United States: (1) any 
animals which he finds are moving or are being 
handled or have moved or have been handled in 
interstate or foreign commerce contrary to any 
law or regulation administered by him for the 
prevention of the introduction or dissemination 
of any communicable disease of livestock or 
poultry; (2) any animals which he finds are mov-
ing into the United States, or interstate, and are 
affected with or have been exposed to any com-
municable disease dangerous to livestock or 
poultry; and (3) any animals which he finds have 
moved into the United States, or interstate, and 
at the time of such movement were so affected 
or exposed. 


