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Sec. 

(b) Eligibility. 
(c) Application and selection. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 1461–1a, 1475d, 
1475e, 1475h, 2075, 2275, 2314, 2398, 2452a, 2462 of this title; 
title 26 section 1441. 

§ 2451. Congressional statement of purpose 

The purpose of this chapter is to enable the 
Government of the United States to increase 
mutual understanding between the people of the 
United States and the people of other countries 
by means of educational and cultural exchange; 
to strengthen the ties which unite us with other 
nations by demonstrating the educational and 
cultural interests, developments, and achieve-
ments of the people of the United States and 
other nations, and the contributions being made 
toward a peaceful and more fruitful life for peo-
ple throughout the world; to promote inter-
national cooperation for educational and cul-
tural advancement; and thus to assist in the de-
velopment of friendly, sympathetic, and peace-
ful relations between the United States and the 
other countries of the world. 

(Pub. L. 87–256, § 101, Sept. 21, 1961, 75 Stat. 527.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 87–256, Sept. 21, 1961, 75 
Stat. 527, as amended, known as the Mutual Edu-
cational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out below and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 87–256 provided: ‘‘That this Act 
[enacting this chapter, amending sections 1101, 1182 and 
1258 of Title 8, Aliens and Nationality, sections 117, 871, 
872, 1441, 3121, 3306, 3401 and 3402 of Title 26, Internal 
Revenue Code, and section 410 of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare, repealing sections 1431(2), 1434, 
1439, 1440, 1446, 1448, 1466 to 1468 and 1991 to 2001 of this 
title, sections 222 to 224 of Title 20, Education, and sec-
tion 1641(b)(2) of Title 50, Appendix, War and National 
Defense, and enacting provisions set out as notes under 
this section and under sections 117, 1441, 3121 and 3401 
of Title 26] may be cited as the ‘Mutual Educational 
and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961’.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions vested in President, Secretary of State, 
Department of State, United States Information Agen-
cy or Director thereof under this chapter transferred to 
Director of International Communication Agency by 
Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1977, § 7(a)(2), 42 F.R. 62461, 91 Stat. 
1637, set out under section 1461 of this title, effective on 
or before July 1, 1978, at such time as specified by 
President, except (A) for such functions as are vested 
by sections 2452(b)(6), (10), 2454(a), (e)(1), (2), (f), (g), 
2455(a), (b), (c), 2456(a) and 2458 of this title, (B) for such 
functions as are vested by sections 2454(b), 2455(d)(2), 
(f), and 2456(d), (f) of this title, to extent that such 
functions were assigned to Secretary of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare [now Secretary of Education] im-
mediately prior to effective date of Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 
1977, and (C) for such functions as are vested by section 
2456(b), (c) of this title to extent that any such function 
therein is vested in President or Secretary of State. 
International Communication Agency, and Director 
thereof, redesignated United States Information Agen-
cy, and Director thereof, by section 303 of Pub. L. 
97–241, title III, Aug. 24, 1982, 96 Stat. 291, set out as a 
note under section 1461 of this title. United States In-

formation Agency (other than Broadcasting Board of 
Governors and International Broadcasting Bureau) 
abolished and functions transferred to Secretary of 
State, see sections 6531 and 6532 of this title. References 
to United States Information Agency or International 
Communication Agency deemed to refer to Department 
of State, see section 6551 of this title. 

CONTINUATION OF CERTAIN EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AGREE-
MENTS, DETERMINATIONS, REGULATIONS, CONTRACTS, 
APPOINTMENTS, AND OTHER ACTIONS 

Section 111(b) of Pub. L. 87–256 provided that: ‘‘All 
Executive orders, agreements, determinations, regula-
tions, contracts, appointments, and other actions is-
sued, concluded, or taken under authority of any provi-
sions of law repealed by subsection (a) of this section 
[repealing sections 1431(2), 1434, 1439, 1440, 1446, 1448, 1466 
to 1468, and 1991 to 2001 of this title, sections 222 to 224 
of Title 20, Education, and section 1641(b)(2) of Title 50, 
Appendix, War and National Defense] shall continue in 
full force and effect, and shall be applicable to the ap-
propriate provisions of this Act [this chapter] until 
modified or superseded by appropriate authority.’’ 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO REPEALED PROVISIONS 

Section 111(c) of Pub. L. 87–256 provided that: ‘‘Any 
reference in any other Act to the provisions of law list-
ed in subsection (a) [repealing sections 1431(2), 1434, 
1439, 1440, 1446, 1448, 1466 to 1468, and 1991 to 2001 of this 
title, sections 222 to 224 of Title 20, Education, and sec-
tion 1641(b)(2) of Title 50, Appendix, War and National 
Defense] shall hereafter be considered to be references 
to the appropriate provisions of this Act [this chap-
ter].’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 2458a of this 
title. 

§ 2451a. Repealed. Pub. L. 91–269, § 7, May 27, 
1970, 84 Stat. 272 

Section, Pub. L. 89–685, § 8, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 974, 
required registration of international fair, exposition, 
celebration or other international exhibition with an 
international organization for participation by the 
United States. See section 2801 et seq. of this title. 

§ 2452. Authorization of activities 

(a) Grants or contracts for educational or cul-
tural exchanges; participation in inter-
national fairs and expositions abroad 

The Director of the United States Information 
Agency is authorized, when he considers that it 
would strengthen international cooperative re-
lations, to provide, by grant, contract, or other-
wise, for— 

(1) educational exchanges, (i) by financing 
studies, research, instruction, and other edu-
cational activities— 

(A) of or for American citizens and nation-
als in foreign countries, and 

(B) of or for citizens and nationals of for-
eign countries in American schools and in-
stitutions of learning located in or outside 
the United States; 

and (ii) by financing visits and interchanges 
between the United States and other countries 
of students, trainees, teachers, instructors, 
and professors; 

(2) cultural exchanges, by financing— 
(i) visits and interchanges between the 

United States and other countries of leaders, 
experts in fields of specialized knowledge or 
skill, and other influential or distinguished 
persons; 


