
Page 876 TITLE 22—FOREIGN RELATIONS AND INTERCOURSE § 2721 

expenditure except in compliance with the pro-
cedures applicable to such reprogramming. 

(d) Exceptions 

The provisions of this section do not apply 
with respect to— 

(1) any post closed because of a break or 
downgrading of diplomatic relations between 
the United States and the country in which 
the post is located; or 

(2) any post closed because there is a real 
and present threat to United States diplo-
matic or consular personnel in the city where 
the post is located, and a travel advisory 
warning against travel by United States citi-
zens to that city has been issued by the De-
partment of State. 

(e) ‘‘Consular or diplomatic post’’ defined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘consular or 
diplomatic post’’ does not include a post to 
which only personnel of agencies other than the 
Department of State are assigned. 

(Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 841, title I, § 48, as added Pub. 
L. 102–138, title I, § 112(a)(1), Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 654.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 48 of act Aug. 1, 1956, was set out as 
a Short Title of 1956 Amendment note under section 
2651 of this title, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 102–138, title 
I, § 111(1), Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 654. 

Provisions similar to this section were contained in 
Pub. L. 100–204, title I, § 122, Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1339, 
and set out as a note under section 2656 of this title, 
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 102–138, title I, § 112(b), Oct. 
28, 1991, 105 Stat. 655. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Foreign Affairs of House of Represent-
atives treated as referring to Committee on Inter-
national Relations of House of Representatives by sec-
tion 1(a) of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a note preceding 
section 21 of Title 2, The Congress. 

AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF STATE 

Except as otherwise provided, Secretary of State to 
have and exercise any authority vested by law in any 
official or office of Department of State and references 
to such officials or offices deemed to refer to Secretary 
of State or Department of State, as appropriate, see 
section 2651a of this title and section 161(d) of Pub. L. 
103–236, set out as a note under section 2651a of this 
title. 

§ 2721. Impermissible basis for denial of pass-
ports 

A passport may not be denied issuance, re-
voked, restricted, or otherwise limited because 
of any speech, activity, belief, affiliation, or 
membership, within or outside the United 
States, which, if held or conducted within the 
United States, would be protected by the first 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States. 

(Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 841, title I, § 49, as added Pub. 
L. 102–138, title I, § 113, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 
655.) 

§ 2722. International meetings 

(a) Authority to pay expenses 

If the United States Government hosts an 
international meeting or conference in the 

United States, the Secretary of State is author-
ized to pay all reasonable expenses of such meet-
ing or conference. Such expenses may include 
rental of quarters (by contract or otherwise) and 
personal services. 

(b) Retention of reimbursements 

To the extent provided in an appropriation 
Act, transfers of funds or other reimbursements 
for payments under subsection (a) of this section 
are authorized to be retained and credited to the 
appropriate appropriation account of the De-
partment of State which is available. 

(Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 841, title I, § 50, as added Pub. 
L. 102–138, title I, § 119, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 
658.) 

§ 2723. Denial of visas 

(a) Report to Congress 

The Secretary shall report, on a timely basis, 
to the appropriate committees of the Congress 
each time a consular post denies a visa on the 
grounds of terrorist activities or foreign policy. 
Such report shall set forth the name and nation-
ality of each such person and a factual state-
ment of the basis for such denial. 

(b) Limitation 

Information contained in such report may be 
classified to the extent necessary and shall pro-
tect intelligence sources and methods. 

(c) Appropriate committees 

For the purposes of this section the term ‘‘ap-
propriate committees of the Congress’’ means 
the Committee on the Judiciary and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on the Judici-
ary and the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate. 

(Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 841, title I, § 51, as added Pub. 
L. 102–138, title I, § 127(a), Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 
660.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Foreign Affairs of House of Represent-
atives treated as referring to Committee on Inter-
national Relations of House of Representatives by sec-
tion 1(a) of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a note preceding 
section 21 of Title 2, The Congress. 

§ 2724. Fees for commercial services 

(a) Authority to charge fee 

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Secretary of 
State is authorized to charge a fee to cover the 
actual or estimated cost of providing any per-
son, firm or organization (other than agencies of 
the United States Government) with commer-
cial services at posts abroad on matters within 
the authority of the Department of State. 

(2) The authority of this section may be exer-
cised only in countries where the Department of 
Commerce does not perform commercial serv-
ices for which it collects fees. 

(b) Use of fees 

Funds collected under the authority of sub-
section (a) of this section shall be deposited as 
an offsetting collection to any Department of 
State appropriation to recover the costs of pro-
viding commercial services. Funds deposited 


