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§ 524. Reservation of minerals to United States 

Every mining claim or millsite— 
(1) heretofore located under the mining laws 

of the United States which shall be entitled to 
benefits under sections 521 to 523 of this title; 
or 

(2) located under the mining laws of the 
United States after August 13, 1954 shall be 
subject, prior to issuance of a patent therefor, 
to a reservation to the United States of all 
Leasing Act minerals and of the right (as lim-
ited in section 526 of this title) of the United 
States, its lessees, permittees, and licensees to 
enter upon the land covered by such mining 
claim or millsite and to prospect for, drill for, 
mine, treat, store, transport, and remove 
Leasing Act minerals and to use so much of 
the surface and subsurface of such mining 
claim or millsite as may be necessary for such 
purposes, and whenever reasonably necessary, 
for the purpose of prospecting for, drilling for, 
mining, treating, storing, transporting, and 
removing Leasing Act minerals on and from 
other lands; and any patent issued for any 
such mining claim or millsite shall contain 
such reservation as to, but only as to, such 
lands covered thereby which at the time of the 
issuance of such patent were— 

(a) included in a permit or lease issued 
under the mineral leasing laws; or 

(b) covered by an application or offer for a 
permit or lease filed under the mineral leas-
ing laws; or 

(c) known to be valuable for minerals sub-
ject to disposition under the mineral leasing 
laws. 

(Aug. 13, 1954, ch. 730, § 4, 68 Stat. 710.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The mining laws of the United States, referred to in 
text, are classified generally to this title. 

For definitions of ‘‘Leasing Act minerals’’ and ‘‘min-
eral leasing laws’’, referred to in par. (2), see section 530 
of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 527, 528 of this 
title. 

§ 525. Future location of claims on mineral lands 

Subject to the conditions and provisions of 
this chapter, mining claims and millsites may 
hereafter be located under the mining laws of 
the United States on lands of the United States 
which at the time of location are— 

(a) included in a permit or lease issued under 
the mineral leasing laws; or 

(b) covered by an application or offer for a 
permit or lease filed under the mineral leasing 
laws; or 

(c) known to be valuable for minerals sub-
ject to disposition under the mineral leasing 
laws; 

to the same extent in all respects as if such 
lands were not so included or covered or known. 

(Aug. 13, 1954, ch. 730, § 5, 68 Stat. 710.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The mining laws of the United States, referred to in 
text, are classified generally to this title. 

For definition of ‘‘mineral leasing laws’’, referred to 
in cls. (a) to (c), see section 530 of this title. 

§ 526. Mining and Leasing Act operations 

(a) Multiple use 

Where the same lands are being utilized for 
mining operations and Leasing Act operations, 
each of such operations shall be conducted, so 
far as reasonably practicable, in a manner com-
patible with such multiple use. 

(b) Mining operations to avoid damage to min-
eral deposits and interference with mineral 
operations 

Any mining operations pursuant to rights 
under any unpatented or patented mining claim 
or millsite which shall be subject to a reserva-
tion to the United States of Leasing Act min-
erals as provided in this chapter, shall be con-
ducted, so far as reasonably practicable, in a 
manner which will avoid damage to any known 
deposit of any Leasing Act mineral. Subject to 
the provisions of subsection (d) of this section, 
mining operations shall be so conducted as not 
to endanger or materially interfere with any ex-
isting surface or underground improvements, 
workings, or facilities which may have been 
made for the purpose of Leasing Act operations, 
or with the utilization of such improvements, 
workings, or facilities. 

(c) Leasing Act operations to avoid damage to 
mineral deposits and interference with min-
ing operations 

Any Leasing Act operations on lands covered 
by an unpatented or patented mining claim or 
millsite which shall be subject to a reservation 
to the United States of Leasing Act minerals as 
provided in this chapter shall be conducted, so 
far as reasonably practicable, in a manner which 
will avoid damage to any known deposit of any 
mineral not so reserved from such mining claim 
or millsite. Subject to the provisions of sub-
section (d) of this section, Leasing Act oper-
ations shall be so conducted as not to endanger 
or materially interfere with any existing surface 
or underground improvements, workings, or fa-
cilities which may have been made for the pur-
pose of mining operations, or with the utiliza-
tion of such improvements, workings, or facili-
ties. 

(d) Damage or interference permitted by court 

If, upon petition of either the mining operator 
or the Leasing Act operator, any court of com-
petent jurisdiction shall find that a particular 
use in connection with one of such operations 
cannot be reasonably and properly conducted 
without endangering or materially interfering 
with the then existing improvements, workings, 
or facilities of the other of such operations or 
with the utilization thereof, and shall find that 
under the conditions and circumstances, as they 
then appear, the injury or damage which would 
result from denial of such particular use would 
outweigh the injury or damage which would re-
sult to such then existing improvements, work-
ings, or facilities or from interference with the 
utilization thereof if that particular use were al-
lowed, then and in such event such court may 
permit such use upon payment (or upon furnish-
ing of security determined by the court to be 
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adequate to secure payment) to the party or par-
ties who would be thus injured or damaged, of an 
amount to be fixed by the court as constituting 
fair compensation for the then reasonably con-
templated injury or damage which would result 
to such then existing improvements, workings, 
or facilities or from interference with the utili-
zation thereof by reason of the allowance of 
such particular use. 

(e) Information regarding operations to be fur-
nished on request 

Where the same lands are being utilized for 
mining operations and Leasing Act operations, 
then upon request of the party conducting either 
of said operations, the party conducting the 
other of said operations shall furnish to and at 
the expense of such requesting party copies of 
any information which said other party may 
have, as to the situs of any improvements, work-
ings, or facilities theretofore made upon such 
lands, and upon like request, shall permit such 
requesting party, at the risk of such requesting 
party, to have access at reasonable times to any 
such improvements, workings, or facilities for 
the purpose of surveying and checking or deter-
mining the situs thereof. If damage to or mate-
rial interference with a party’s improvements, 
workings, facilities, or with the utilization 
thereof shall result from such party’s failure, 
after request, to so furnish to the requesting 
party such information or from denial of such 
access, such failure or denial shall relieve the 
requesting party of any liability for the damage 
or interference resulting by reason of such fail-
ure or denial. Failure of a party to furnish re-
quested information or access shall not impose 
upon such party any liability to the requesting 
party other than for such costs of court and at-
torney’s fees as may be allowed to the request-
ing party in enforcing by court action the obli-
gations of this section as to the furnishing of in-
formation and access. The obligation hereunder 
of any party to furnish requested information 
shall be limited to map and survey information 
then available to such party with respect to the 
situs of improvements, workings, and facilities 
and the furnishing thereof shall not be deemed 
to constitute any representation as to the accu-
racy of such information. 

(Aug. 13, 1954, ch. 730, § 6, 68 Stat. 710.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For definitions of ‘‘Leasing Act operations’’, referred 
to in subsecs. (a) to (c) and (e); ‘‘Leasing Act minerals’’, 
referred to in subsecs. (b) and (c); and ‘‘Leasing Act op-
erator’’, referred to in subsec. (d), see section 530 of this 
title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 524 of this title. 

§ 527. Determination of unpatented mining 
claims 

(a) Filing of notice 

Any applicant, offeror, permittee, or lessee 
under the mineral leasing laws may file in the 
office of the Secretary of the Interior, or in such 
office as the Secretary may designate, a request 
for publication of notice of such application, 
offer, permit, or lease, provided expressly, that 

not less than ninety days prior to the filing of 
such request for publication there shall have 
been filed for record in the county office of 
record for the county in which the lands covered 
thereby are situate a notice of the filing of such 
application or offer or of the issuance of such 
permit or lease which notice shall set forth the 
date of such filing or issuance, the name and ad-
dress of the applicant, offeror, permittee or les-
see and the description of the lands covered by 
such application, offer, permit or lease, showing 
the section or sections of the public land sur-
veys which embrace the lands covered by such 
application, offer, permit, or lease, or if such 
lands are unsurveyed, either the section or sec-
tions which would probably embrace such lands 
when the public lands surveys are extended to 
such lands or a tie by courses and distances to 
an approved United States mineral monument. 

The filing of such request for publication shall 
be accompanied by a certified copy of such re-
corded notice and an affidavit or affidavits of a 
person or persons over twenty-one years of age 
setting forth that the affiant or affiants have 
examined the lands involved in a reasonable ef-
fort to ascertain whether any person or persons 
were in actual possession of or engaged in the 
working of such lands or any part thereof, and, 
if no person or persons were found to be in ac-
tual possession of or engaged in the working of 
said lands or any part thereof on the date of 
such examination, setting forth such fact, or, if 
any person or persons were so found to be in ac-
tual possession or engaged in such working on 
the date of such examination, setting forth the 
name and address of each such person, unless af-
fiant shall have been unable through reasonable 
inquiry to obtain information as to the name 
and address of any such person, in which event 
the affidavit shall set forth fully the nature and 
results of such inquiry. 

The filing of such request for publication shall 
also be accompanied by the certificate of a title 
or abstract company, or of a title abstractor, or 
of an attorney, based upon such company’s, ab-
stractor’s, or attorney’s examination of the in-
struments affecting the lands involved, of record 
in the public records of the county in which said 
lands are situate as shown by the indices of the 
public records in the county office of record for 
said county, setting forth the name of any per-
son disclosed by said instruments to have an in-
terest in said lands under any unpatented min-
ing claim heretofore located, together with the 
address of such person if disclosed by such in-
struments of record. 

Thereupon the Secretary of the Interior, or his 
designated representative, at the expense of the 
requesting person (who, prior to the commence-
ment of publication, must furnish the agree-
ment of the publisher to hold such requesting 
person alone responsible for charges of publica-
tion), shall cause notice of such application, 
offer, permit, or lease to be published in a news-
paper having general circulation in the county 
in which the lands involved are situate. 

Such notice shall describe the lands covered 
by such application, offer, permit, or lease, as 
provided heretofore in the notice to be filed in 
the office of record of the county in which the 
lands covered are situate, and shall notify 


