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§ 1514. Remedies 

(a) Criminal penalties 

Any person who willfully violates any provi-
sion of this chapter or any rule, order, or regula-
tion issued pursuant thereto commits a class A 
misdemeanor for each day of violation. 

(b) Orders of compliance; Attorney General’s 
civil action; jurisdiction and venue 

(1) Whenever on the basis of any information 
available to him the Secretary finds that any 
person is in violation of any provision of this 
chapter or any rule, regulation, order, license, 
or condition thereof, or other requirements 
under this chapter, he shall issue an order re-
quiring such person to comply with such provi-
sion or requirement, or he shall bring a civil ac-
tion in accordance with paragraph (3) of this 
subsection. 

(2) Any order issued under this subsection 
shall state with reasonable specificity the na-
ture of the violation and a time for compliance, 
not to exceed thirty days, which the Secretary 
determines is reasonable, taking into account 
the seriousness of the violation and any good 
faith efforts to comply with applicable require-
ments. 

(3) Upon a request by the Secretary, the Attor-
ney General shall commence a civil action for 
appropriate relief, including a permanent or 
temporary injunction or a civil penalty not to 
exceed $25,000 per day of such violation, for any 
violation for which the Secretary is authorized 
to issue a compliance order under paragraph (1) 
of this subsection. Any action under this sub-
section may be brought in the district court of 
the United States for the district in which the 
defendant is located or resides, or is doing busi-
ness, and such court shall have jurisdiction to 
restrain such violation, require compliance, or 
impose such penalty. 

(c) Attorney General’s action for equitable relief; 
scope of relief 

Upon a request by the Secretary, the Attorney 
General shall bring an action in an appropriate 
district court of the United States for equitable 
relief to redress a violation by any person of any 
provision of this chapter, any regulation under 
this chapter, or any license condition. The dis-
trict courts of the United States shall have ju-
risdiction to grant such relief as is necessary or 
appropriate, including mandatory or prohibitive 
injunctive relief, interim equitable relief, com-
pensatory damages, and punitive damages. 

(d) Vessels; liability in rem; exempt vessels; con-
sent or privy of owners or bareboat char-
terers 

Any vessel, except a public vessel engaged in 
noncommercial activities, used in a violation of 
this chapter or of any rule or regulation issued 
pursuant to this chapter, shall be liable in rem 
for any civil penalty assessed or criminal fine 
imposed and may be proceeded against in any 
district court of the United States having juris-
diction thereof; but no vessel shall be liable un-
less it shall appear that one or more of the own-
ers, or bareboat charterers, was at the time of 
the violation, a consenting party or privy to 
such violation. 

(Pub. L. 93–627, § 15, Jan. 3, 1975, 88 Stat. 2140; 
Pub. L. 101–380, title IV, § 4302(m), Aug. 18, 1990, 
104 Stat. 539.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–380 substituted ‘‘com-
mits a class A misdemeanor for each day of violation’’ 
for ‘‘shall on conviction be fined not more than $25,000 
for each day of violation or imprisoned for not more 
than 1 year, or both’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–380 applicable to incidents 
occurring after Aug. 18, 1990, see section 1020 of Pub. L. 
101–380, set out as an Effective Date note under section 
2701 of this title. 

DEPOSIT OF CERTAIN PENALTIES INTO OIL SPILL 
LIABILITY TRUST FUND 

Penalties paid pursuant to this chapter and sections 
1319(c) and 1321 of this title to be deposited in the Oil 
Spill Liability Trust Fund created under section 9509 of 
Title 26, Internal Revenue Code, see section 4304 of Pub. 
L. 101–380, set out as a note under section 9509 of Title 
26. 

§ 1515. Citizen civil action 

(a) Equitable relief; case or controversy; district 
court jurisdiction 

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this 
section, any person may commence a civil ac-
tion for equitable relief on his own behalf, when-
ever such action constitutes a case or con-
troversy— 

(1) against any person (including (A) the 
United States, and (B) any other govern-
mental instrumentality or agency to the ex-
tent permitted by the eleventh amendment to 
the Constitution) who is alleged to be in viola-
tion of any provision of this chapter or any 
condition of a license issued pursuant to this 
chapter; or 

(2) against the Secretary where there is al-
leged a failure of the Secretary to perform any 
act or duty under this chapter which is not 
discretionary with the Secretary. Any action 
brought against the Secretary under this para-
graph shall be brought in the district court for 
the District of Columbia or the district of the 
appropriate adjacent coastal State. 

In suits brought under this chapter, the district 
court shall have jurisdiction, without regard to 
the amount in controversy or the citizenship of 
the parties, to enforce any provision of this 
chapter or any condition of a license issued pur-
suant to this chapter, or to order the Secretary 
to perform such act or duty, as the case may be. 

(b) Notice; intervention of right by person 

No civil action may be commenced— 
(1) under subsection (a)(1) of this section— 

(A) prior to 60 days after the plaintiff has 
given notice of the violation (i) to the Sec-
retary and (ii) to any alleged violator; or 

(B) if the Secretary or the Attorney Gen-
eral has commenced and is diligently pros-
ecuting a civil or criminal action with re-
spect to such matters in a court of the 
United States, but in any such action any 
person may intervene as a matter of right; 
or 

(2) under subsection (a)(2) of this section 
prior to 60 days after the plaintiff has given 
notice of such action to the Secretary. 


