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United States Capitol Police to provide such
protection as the Board may determine nec-
essary under this section.

(c) Arrest of suspects

In the performance of their protective duties
under this section, members of the United
States Capitol Police are authorized (1) to make
arrests without warrant for any offense against
the United States committed in their presence,
or for any felony cognizable under the laws of
the United States if they have reasonable
grounds to believe that the person to be arrested
has committed or is committing such felony;
and (2) to utilize equipment and property of the
Capitol Police.

(d) Fines and penalties

Whoever knowingly and willfully obstructs,
resists, or interferes with a member of the Cap-
itol Police engaged in the performance of the
protective functions authorized by this section,
shall be fined not more than $300 or imprisoned
not more than one year, or both.

(e) Construction of provisions

Nothing contained in this section shall be con-
strued to imply that the authority, duty, and
function conferred on the Capitol Police Board
and the United States Capitol Police are in lieu
of or intended to supersede any authority, duty,
or function imposed on any Federal department,
agency, bureau, or other entity, or the Metro-
politan Police of the District of Columbia, in-
volving the protection of any such Member, offi-
cer, or family member.

(f) “United States” defined

As used in this section, the term ‘‘United
States” means each of the several States of the
United States, the District of Columbia, and ter-
ritories and possessions of the United States.

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, §9A, as added Pub. L.
97-143, §1(a), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1723.)

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 136, 174b-1, 184a,
193h, 193i, 193k, 1931, 193m, 212a of this title.

§212a-3. Law enforcement authority of Capitol
Police

(a) Scope

Subject to such regulations as may be pre-
scribed by the Capitol Police Board and ap-
proved by the Committee on House Oversight of
the House of Representatives and the Commit-
tee on Rules and Administration of the Senate,
a member of the Capitol Police shall have au-
thority to make arrests and otherwise enforce
the laws of the United States, including the laws
of the District of Columbia—

(1) within the District of Columbia, with re-
spect to any crime of violence committed
within the United States Capitol Grounds;

(2) within the District of Columbia, with re-
spect to any crime of violence committed in
the presence of the member, if the member is
in the performance of official duties when the
crime is committed;

(3) within the District of Columbia, to pre-
vent imminent loss of life or injury to person
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or property, if the officer is in the perform-
ance of official duties when the authority is
exercised; and

(4) within the area described in subsection
(b) of this section.

(b) Area

The area referred to in subsection (a)(4) of this
section is that area bounded by the north curb
of H Street from 3rd Street, N.W. to 7th Street,
N.E., the east curb of 7Tth Street from H Street,
N.E., to M Street, S.E., the south curb of M
Street from 7th Street, S.E. to 1st Street, S.E.,
the east curb of 1st Street from M Street, S.E.
to Potomac Avenue S.E., the southeast curb of
Potomac Avenue from 1st Street, S.E. to South
Capitol Street, S.W., the west curb of South
Capitol Street from Potomac Avenue, S.W. to P
Street, S.W., the north curb of P Street from
South Capitol Street, S.W. to 3rd Street, S.W.,
and the west curb of 3rd Street from P Street,
S.W. to H Street, N.W.

(c) Authority of Metropolitan Police unaffected

This section does not affect the authority of
the Metropolitan Police force of the District of
Columbia with respect to the area described in
subsection (b) of this section.

(d) “Crime of violence” defined

As used in this section, the term ‘‘crime of
violence’ has the meaning given that term in
section 16 of title 18.

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, §9B, as added Pub. L.
102-397, title I, §101, Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 1949;
amended Pub. L. 104-186, title II, §221(13), Aug.
20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1750.)

AMENDMENTS

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-186 substituted ‘‘House
Oversight” for ‘“‘House Administration’.

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 136, 174b-1, 184a,
193h, 1931, 1937, 193m of this title.

§212a-4. Security systems for Capitol buildings
and grounds

(a) Design and installation

(1) Effective October 1, 1995, the unexpended
balances of appropriations specified in para-
graph (2) are transferred to the appropriation for
general expenses of the Capitol Police, to be
used for design and installation of security sys-
tems for the Capitol buildings and grounds.

(2) The unexpended balances referred to in
paragraph (1) are—

(A) the unexpended balance of appropria-
tions for security installations, as referred to
in the paragraph under the heading ‘‘CAPITOL
BUILDINGS”, under the general headings
“JOINT ITEMS”, “ARCHITECT OF THE CAP-
ITOL”, and  ‘“‘CAPITOL BUILDINGS AND
GROUNDS” in title I of the Legislative Branch
Appropriations Act, 1995 (108 Stat. 1434), in-
cluding any unexpended balance from a prior



