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AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–272 substituted ‘‘Saint 

Lawrence’’ for ‘‘St. Lawrence’’. 

§ 111. Bureau of Transportation Statistics 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in 
the Department of Transportation a Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics. 

(b) DIRECTOR.— 
(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Bureau shall be head-

ed by a Director who shall be appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. 

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Director shall be 
appointed from among individuals who are 
qualified to serve as the Director by virtue of 
their training and experience in the compila-
tion and analysis of transportation statistics. 

(3) REPORTING.—The Director shall report di-
rectly to the Secretary. 

(4) TERM.—The term of the Director shall be 
4 years. The Director may continue to serve 
after the expiration of the term until a succes-
sor is appointed and confirmed. 

(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Director of the Bu-
reau shall be responsible for carrying out the 
following duties: 

(1) COMPILING TRANSPORTATION STATISTICS.— 
Compiling, analyzing, and publishing a com-
prehensive set of transportation statistics to 
provide timely summaries and totals (includ-
ing industrywide aggregates and multiyear 
averages) of transportation-related informa-
tion. Such statistics shall be suitable for con-
ducting cost-benefit studies (including com-
parisons among individual transportation 
modes and intermodal transport systems) and 
shall include information on— 

(A) productivity in various parts of the 
transportation sector; 

(B) traffic flows; 
(C) travel times; 
(D) vehicle weights; 
(E) variables influencing traveling behav-

ior, including choice of transportation mode; 
(F) travel costs of intracity commuting 

and intercity trips; 
(G) availability of mass transit and the 

number of passengers served by each mass 
transit authority; 

(H) frequency of vehicle and transpor-
tation facility repairs and other interrup-
tions of transportation service; 

(I) accidents; 
(J) collateral damage to the human and 

natural environment; 
(K) the condition of the transportation 

system; and 
(L) transportation-related variables that 

influence global competitiveness. 

(2) IMPLEMENTING LONG-TERM DATA COLLEC-
TION PROGRAM.—Establishing and implement-
ing, in cooperation with the modal adminis-
trators, the States, and other Federal officials 
a comprehensive, long-term program for the 
collection and analysis of data relating to the 
performance of the transportation systems of 
the United States. Such program shall— 

(A) be coordinated with efforts to measure 
outputs and outcomes of the Department of 

Transportation and the transportation sys-
tems of the United States under the Govern-
ment Performance and Results Act of 1993 
(107 Stat. 285 et seq.) and the amendments 
made by such Act; 

(B) ensure that data is collected under this 
subsection in a manner which will maximize 
the ability to compare data from different 
regions and for different time periods; and 

(C) ensure that data collected under this 
subsection is controlled for accuracy, made 
relevant to the States and metropolitan 
planning organizations, and disseminated to 
the States and other interested parties. 

(3) ISSUING GUIDELINES.—Issuing guidelines 
for the collection of information by the De-
partment of Transportation required for sta-
tistics to be compiled under paragraph (1) in 
order to ensure that such information is accu-
rate, reliable, relevant, and in a form that per-
mits systematic analysis. The Bureau shall re-
view and report to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation on the sources and reliability of the 
statistics proposed by the heads of the operat-
ing administrations of the Department to 
measure outputs and outcomes as required by 
the Government Performance and Results Act 
of 1993, and the amendments made by such 
Act, and shall carry out such other reviews of 
the sources and reliability of other data col-
lected by the heads of the operating adminis-
trations of the Department as shall be re-
quested by the Secretary. 

(4) COORDINATING COLLECTION OF INFORMA-
TION.—Coordinating the collection of informa-
tion by the Department of Transportation re-
quired for statistics to be compiled under 
paragraph (1) with related information-gather-
ing activities conducted by other Federal de-
partments and agencies and collecting appro-
priate data not elsewhere gathered. 

(5) MAKING STATISTICS ACCESSIBLE.—Making 
the statistics published under this subsection 
readily accessible. 

(6) IDENTIFYING INFORMATION NEEDS.—Identi-
fying information that is needed under para-
graph (1) but which is not being collected, re-
viewing such needs at least annually with the 
Advisory Council on Transportation Statis-
tics, and making recommendations to appro-
priate Department of Transportation research 
officials concerning extramural and intra-
mural research programs to provide such in-
formation. 

(7) SUPPORTING TRANSPORTATION DECISION-
MAKING.—Ensuring that the statistics com-
piled under paragraph (1) are relevant for 
transportation decisionmaking by the Federal 
Government, State and local governments, 
transportation-related associations, private 
businesses, and consumers. 

(d) INTERMODAL TRANSPORTATION DATA BASE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In consultation with the 

Associate Deputy Secretary, the Assistant 
Secretaries, and the heads of the operating ad-
ministrations of the Department of Transpor-
tation, the Director shall establish and main-
tain a transportation data base for all modes 
of transportation. 

(2) USE.—The data base shall be suitable for 
analyses carried out by the Federal Govern-
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ment, the States, and metropolitan planning 
organizations. 

(3) CONTENTS.—The data base shall include— 
(A) information on the volumes and pat-

terns of movement of goods, including local, 
interregional, and international movement, 
by all modes of transportation and inter-
modal combinations, and by relevant classi-
fication; 

(B) information on the volumes and pat-
terns of movement of people, including local, 
interregional, and international movements, 
by all modes of transportation (including bi-
cycle and pedestrian modes) and intermodal 
combinations, and by relevant classification; 

(C) information on the location and con-
nectivity of transportation facilities and 
services; and 

(D) a national accounting of expenditures 
and capital stocks on each mode of transpor-
tation and intermodal combination. 

(e) NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION LIBRARY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall establish 

and maintain a National Transportation Li-
brary, which shall contain a collection of sta-
tistical and other information needed for 
transportation decisionmaking at the Federal, 
State, and local levels. 

(2) ACCESS.—The Director shall facilitate 
and promote access to the Library, with the 
goal of improving the ability of the transpor-
tation community to share information and 
the ability of the Director to make statistics 
readily accessible under subsection (c)(5). 

(3) COORDINATION.—The Director shall work 
with other transportation libraries and other 
transportation information providers, both 
public and private, to achieve the goal speci-
fied in paragraph (2). 

(f) NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION ATLAS DATA 
BASE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall develop 
and maintain geospatial data bases that de-
pict— 

(A) transportation networks; 
(B) flows of people, goods, vehicles, and 

craft over the networks; and 
(C) social, economic, and environmental 

conditions that affect or are affected by the 
networks. 

(2) INTERMODAL NETWORK ANALYSIS.—The 
data bases shall be able to support intermodal 
network analysis. 

(g) RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT GRANTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 

grants to, or enter into cooperative agree-
ments or contracts with, public and nonprofit 
private entities (including State transpor-
tation departments, metropolitan planning or-
ganizations, and institutions of higher edu-
cation) for— 

(A) investigation of the subjects specified 
in subsection (c)(1) and research and devel-
opment of new methods of data collection, 
management, integration, dissemination, in-
terpretation, and analysis; 

(B) development of electronic clearing-
houses of transportation data and related in-
formation, as part of the National Transpor-
tation Library under subsection (e); and 

(C) development and improvement of 
methods for sharing geographic data, in sup-
port of the national transportation atlas 
data base under subsection (f) and the Na-
tional Spatial Data Infrastructure developed 
under Executive Order No. 12906. 

(2) LIMITATION.—Not more than $500,000 of 
the amounts made available to carry out this 
section in a fiscal year may be used to carry 
out this subsection. 

(h) LIMITATIONS ON STATUTORY CONSTRUC-
TION.—Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued— 

(1) to authorize the Bureau to require any 
other department or agency to collect data; or 

(2) to reduce the authority of any other offi-
cer of the Department of Transportation to 
collect and disseminate data independently. 

(i) PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN DISCLOSURES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—An officer or employee of 

the Bureau may not— 
(A) make any disclosure in which the data 

provided by an individual or organization 
under subsection (c)(2) can be identified; 

(B) use the information provided under 
subsection (c)(2) for a nonstatistical purpose; 
or 

(C) permit anyone other than an individual 
authorized by the Director to examine any 
individual report provided under subsection 
(c)(2). 

(2) PROHIBITION ON REQUESTS FOR CERTAIN 
DATA.— 

(A) GOVERNMENT AGENCIES.—No depart-
ment, bureau, agency, officer, or employee 
of the United States (except the Director in 
carrying out this section) may require, for 
any reason, a copy of any report that has 
been filed under subsection (c)(2) with the 
Bureau or retained by an individual respond-
ent. 

(B) COURTS.—Any copy of a report de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) that has been re-
tained by an individual respondent or filed 
with the Bureau or any of its employees, 
contractors, or agents— 

(i) shall be immune from legal process; 
and 

(ii) shall not, without the consent of the 
individual concerned, be admitted as evi-
dence or used for any purpose in any ac-
tion, suit, or other judicial or administra-
tive proceeding. 

(C) APPLICABILITY.—This paragraph shall 
apply only to reports that permit informa-
tion concerning an individual or organiza-
tion to be reasonably inferred by direct or 
indirect means. 

(3) DATA COLLECTED FOR NONSTATISTICAL PUR-
POSES.—In a case in which the Bureau is au-
thorized by statute to collect data or informa-
tion for a nonstatistical purpose, the Director 
shall clearly distinguish the collection of the 
data or information, by rule and on the collec-
tion instrument, so as to inform a respondent 
that is requested or required to supply the 
data or information of the nonstatistical pur-
pose. 
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(j) TRANSPORTATION STATISTICS ANNUAL RE-
PORT.—The Director shall transmit to the Presi-
dent and Congress a Transportation Statistics 
Annual Report which shall include information 
on items referred to in subsection (c)(1), docu-
mentation of methods used to obtain and ensure 
the quality of the statistics presented in the re-
port, and recommendations for improving trans-
portation statistical information. 

(k) PROCEEDS OF DATA PRODUCT SALES.—Not-
withstanding section 3302 of title 31, United 
States Code, funds received by the Bureau from 
the sale of data products, for necessary expenses 
incurred, may be credited to the Highway Trust 
Fund (other than the Mass Transit Account) for 
the purpose of reimbursing the Bureau for the 
expenses. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–240, title VI, § 6006(a), Dec. 18, 
1991, 105 Stat. 2172; amended Pub. L. 104–287, 
§ 5(2), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3389; Pub. L. 104–324, 
title XI, § 1131, Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3985; Pub. 
L. 105–130, § 4(b)(1), Dec. 1, 1997, 111 Stat. 2556; 
Pub. L. 105–178, title V, § 5109(a), June 9, 1998, 112 
Stat. 437.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Government Performance and Results Act of 

1993, referred to in subsec. (c)(2)(A), (3), is Pub. L. 

103–62, Aug. 3, 1993, 107 Stat. 285, which enacted sections 

1115 to 1119, 9703, and 9704 of Title 31, Money and Fi-

nance, section 306 of Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees, and sections 2801 to 2805 of Title 39, 

Postal Service, amended section 1105 of Title 31, and en-

acted provisions set out as notes under sections 1101 

and 1115 of Title 31. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1993 Amendment 

note set out under section 1101 of Title 31 and Tables. 
Executive Order No. 12906, referred to in subsec. 

(g)(1)(C), is set out as a note under section 1457 of Title 

43, Public Lands. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(1), struck 

out after first sentence ‘‘The term of the first Director 

to be appointed shall begin on the 180th day after De-

cember 18, 1991.’’ 
Subsec. (c)(1)(L). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(2)(A), added 

subpar. (L). 
Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(2)(B)(i), sub-

stituted ‘‘transportation systems of the United States’’ 

for ‘‘national transportation system’’ in introductory 

provisions. 
Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(2)(B)(ii), 

added subpar. (A) and struck out former subpar. (A) 

which read as follows: ‘‘be coordinated with efforts to 

develop performance indicators for the national trans-

portation system undertaken pursuant to section 

307(b)(3) of title 23, United States Code;’’. 
Subsec. (c)(2)(C). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(2)(B)(iii), in-

serted ‘‘, made relevant to the States and metropolitan 

planning organizations,’’ after ‘‘accuracy’’. 
Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(2)(C), inserted 

at end ‘‘The Bureau shall review and report to the Sec-

retary of Transportation on the sources and reliability 

of the statistics proposed by the heads of the operating 

administrations of the Department to measure outputs 

and outcomes as required by the Government Perform-

ance and Results Act of 1993, and the amendments 

made by such Act, and shall carry out such other re-

views of the sources and reliability of other data col-

lected by the heads of the operating administrations of 

the Department as shall be requested by the Sec-

retary.’’ 
Subsec. (c)(7). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(2)(D), added 

par. (7). 
Subsecs. (d) to (f). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(5), added 

subsecs. (d) to (f). Former subsecs. (d) to (f) redesig-

nated (h) to (j), respectively. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(4), (5), added sub-

sec. (g) and struck out heading and text of former sub-

sec. (g). Text read as follows: ‘‘An individual who, on 

December 18, 1991, is performing any function required 

by this section to be performed by the Director may 

continue to perform such function until such function 

is undertaken by the Director.’’ 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(3), redesignated 

subsec. (d) as (h). 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(6), added subsec. 

(i) and struck out heading and text of former subsec. 

(i). Text read as follows: ‘‘Information compiled by the 

Bureau shall not be disclosed publicly in a manner that 

would reveal the personal identity of any individual, 

consistent with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 552a), 

or to reveal trade secrets or allow commercial or finan-

cial information provided by any person to be identi-

fied with such person.’’ 

Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(3), redesignated subsec. (e) as 

(i). 

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(7), substituted 

‘‘The Director’’ for ‘‘On or before January 1, 1994, and 

annually thereafter, the Director’’. 

Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(3), redesignated subsec. (f) as 

(j). 

Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5109(a)(8), added subsec. 

(k). 

1997—Pub. L. 105–130 made technical amendment to 

directory language of Pub. L. 102–240, § 6006(a), which 

enacted this section. 

1996—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 104–324 inserted at end 

‘‘The Director may continue to serve after the expira-

tion of the term until a successor is appointed and con-

firmed.’’ 

Pub. L. 104–287 substituted ‘‘December 18, 1991’’ for 

‘‘the date of the enactment of this section’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 104–287 substituted ‘‘December 18, 

1991’’ for ‘‘the date of the enactment of this section’’. 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 

of law requiring submittal to Congress of any annual, 

semiannual, or other regular periodic report listed in 

House Document No. 103–7 (in which the 7th item on 

page 138 identifies a report to Congress in a provision 

which, as subsequently amended, is contained in sub-

sec. (j) of this section), see section 3003 of Pub. L. 

104–66, as amended, set out as a note under section 1113 

of Title 31, Money and Finance. 

OFFICE OF AIRLINE INFORMATION 

Pub. L. 106–181, title I, § 103(b), Apr. 5, 2000, 114 Stat. 

67, provided that: ‘‘There is authorized to be appro-

priated from the Airport and Airway Trust Fund to the 

Secretary [of Transportation] $4,000,000 for fiscal years 

beginning after September 30, 2000, to fund the activi-

ties of the Office of Airline Information in the Bureau 

of Transportation Statistics of the Department of 

Transportation.’’ 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE TRAFFIC 

Pub. L. 105–178, title V, § 5115, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 

446, as amended by Pub. L. 105–206, title IX, § 9011(e), 

July 22, 1998, 112 Stat. 864, provided that: 

‘‘(a) STUDY.—The Director of the Bureau of Transpor-

tation Statistics shall carry out a study— 

‘‘(1) to measure the ton-miles and value-miles of 

international trade traffic carried by highway for 

each State; 

‘‘(2) to evaluate the accuracy and reliability of such 

measures for use in the formula for highway appor-

tionments; 

‘‘(3) to evaluate the accuracy and reliability of the 

use of diesel fuel data as a measure of international 

trade traffic by State; and 

‘‘(4) to identify needed improvements in long-term 

data collection programs to provide accurate and re-

liable measures of international traffic for use in the 

formula for highway apportionments. 
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‘‘(b) BASIS FOR EVALUATIONS.—The study shall evalu-

ate the accuracy and reliability of measures for use as 

formula factors based on statistical quality standards 

developed by the Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 

in consultation with the Committee on National Sta-

tistics of the National Academy of Sciences. 

‘‘(c) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after the date of 

enactment of this Act [June 9, 1998], the Director shall 

submit to the Committee on Environment and Public 

Works of the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-

tives a report on the results of the study carried out 

under subsection (a), including recommendations for 

changes in law necessary to implement the identified 

needs for improvements in long-term data collection 

programs.’’ 

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON TRANSPORTATION STATISTICS 

Section 6007 of Pub. L. 102–240 provided that: 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Director of the Bureau of 

Transportation Statistics shall establish an Advisory 

Council on Transportation Statistics. 

‘‘(b) FUNCTION.—It shall be the function of the advi-

sory council established under this section to advise 

the Director of the Bureau of Transportation Statistics 

on transportation statistics and analyses, including 

whether or not the statistics and analysis disseminated 

by the Bureau of Transportation Statistics are of high 

quality and are based upon the best available objective 

information. 

‘‘(c) MEMBERSHIP.—The advisory council established 

under this section shall be composed of not more than 

6 members appointed by the Director who are not offi-

cers or employees of the United States and who (except 

for 1 member who shall have expertise in economics 

and 1 member who shall have expertise in statistics) 

have expertise in transportation statistics and analy-

sis. 

‘‘(d) APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

ACT.—The Federal Advisory Committee Act [5 App. 

U.S.C.] shall apply to the advisory council established 

under this section, except that section 14 of the Federal 

Advisory Committee Act shall not apply to the Advi-

sory Committee established under this section.’’ 

STUDY OF DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES AND 

CAPABILITIES OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Section 6008 of Pub. L. 102–240 provided that: 

‘‘(a) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after the date of 

the establishment of the Bureau of Transportation Sta-

tistics, the Secretary shall enter into an agreement 

with the National Academy of Sciences to conduct a 

study on the adequacy of data collection procedures 

and capabilities of the Department of Transportation. 

‘‘(b) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall enter into 

the agreement under subsection (a) in consultation 

with the Director of the Bureau of Transportation Sta-

tistics. 

‘‘(c) CONTENTS.—The study under subsection (a) shall 

include an evaluation of the Department of Transpor-

tation’s data collection resources, needs, and require-

ments and an assessment and evaluation of the sys-

tems, capabilities, and procedures established by the 

Department to meet such needs and requirements, in-

cluding the following: 

‘‘(1) Data collection procedures and capabilities. 

‘‘(2) Data analysis procedures and capabilities. 

‘‘(3) Ability of data bases to integrate with one an-

other. 

‘‘(4) Computer hardware and software capabilities. 

‘‘(5) Information management systems, including 

the ability of information management systems to 

integrate with one another. 

‘‘(6) Availability and training of the personnel of 

the Department. 

‘‘(7) Budgetary needs and resources of the Depart-

ment for data collection. 

‘‘(d) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after the date 

of the agreement under subsection (a), the National 

Academy of Sciences shall transmit to Congress a re-

port on the results of the study under this section, in-

cluding recommendations for improving the Depart-

ment of Transportation’s data collection systems, ca-

pabilities, procedures, and analytical hardware and 

software and recommendations for improving the De-

partment’s management information systems.’’ 

§ 112. Research and Special Programs Adminis-
tration 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in 
the Department of Transportation a Research 
and Special Programs Administration. 

(b) ADMINISTRATOR.— 
(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Administration shall 

be headed by an Administrator who shall be 
appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

(2) REPORTING.—The Administrator shall re-
port directly to the Secretary. 

(c) DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR.—The Administra-
tion shall have a Deputy Administrator who 
shall be appointed by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation. The Deputy Administrator shall carry 
out duties and powers prescribed by the Admin-
istrator. 

(d) RESPONSIBILITIES OF ADMINISTRATOR.—The 
Administrator of the Administration shall be re-
sponsible for carrying out the following: 

(1) HAZMAT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY.—Duties 
and powers vested in the Secretary of Trans-
portation with respect to hazardous materials 
transportation safety, except as otherwise del-
egated by the Secretary. 

(2) PIPELINE SAFETY.—Duties and powers 
vested in the Secretary with respect to pipe-
line safety. 

(3) ACTIVITIES OF VOLPE NATIONAL TRANSPOR-
TATION SYSTEMS CENTER.—Duties and powers 
vested in the Secretary with respect to activi-
ties of the Volpe National Transportation Sys-
tems Center. 

(4) OTHER.—Such other duties and powers as 
the Secretary shall prescribe, including such 
multimodal and intermodal duties as are ap-
propriate. 

(e) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.— 
Nothing in this section shall affect any delega-
tion of authority, regulation, order, approval, 
exemption, waiver, contract, or other adminis-
trative act of the Secretary with respect to laws 
administered through the Research and Special 
Programs Administration of the Department of 
Transportation on October 24, 1992. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–508, title IV, § 401(a), Oct. 24, 
1992, 106 Stat. 3310; amended Pub. L. 103–429, 
§ 6(1), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4378.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 103–429 substituted ‘‘October 

24, 1992’’ for ‘‘the date of the enactment of this sec-

tion’’. 

DEVELOPMENT OF UNDERGROUND UTILITY LOCATION 

TECHNOLOGIES 

Section 306 of Pub. L. 102–508 provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transportation 

shall carry out a research and development program on 

underground utility location technologies. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is au-

thorized to be appropriated to carry out this section 


