
Page 19 TITLE 5, APPENDIX—INSPECTOR GENERAL ACT OF 1978 § 6 

Railroads, and enacting provisions set out as notes 

under sections 1, 8D, 8E, and 9 of Pub. L. 95–452, set out 

in this Appendix] shall take effect 180 days after the 

date of the enactment of this title [Oct. 18, 1988], except 

that section 5(a)(6) through (12) of the Inspector Gen-

eral Act of 1978 (as amended by section 106(a) of this 

title) and section 5(b)(1) through (4) of the Inspector 

General Act of 1978 (as amended by section 106(b) of this 

title) shall take effect 1 year after the date of the en-

actment of this title.’’ 

PROMPT MANAGEMENT DECISIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION 

OF AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS 

Pub. L. 103–355, title VI, § 6009, Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 

3367, as amended by Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title VIII, 

§ 810, Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 394, provided that: 

‘‘(a) MANAGEMENT DECISIONS.—(1) The head of a Fed-

eral agency shall make management decisions on all 

findings and recommendations set forth in an audit re-

port of the inspector general of the agency within a 

maximum of six months after the issuance of the re-

port. 

‘‘(2) The head of a Federal agency shall make man-

agement decisions on all findings and recommendations 

set forth in an audit report of any auditor from outside 

the Federal Government within a maximum of six 

months after the date on which the head of the agency 

receives the report. 

‘‘(b) COMPLETION OF FINAL ACTION.—The head of a 

Federal agency shall complete final action on each 

management decision required with regard to a recom-

mendation in an inspector general’s report under sub-

section (a)(1) within 12 months after the date of the in-

spector general’s report. If the head of the agency fails 

to complete final action with regard to a management 

decision within the 12-month period, the inspector gen-

eral concerned shall identify the matter in each of the 

inspector general’s semiannual reports pursuant to sec-

tion 5(a)(3) of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 

U.S.C. App.) until final action on the management deci-

sion is completed.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 26 section 7803; title 

39 section 3013; title 42 section 1320a–7d; title 44 section 

3903. 

§ 6. Authority of Inspector General; information 
and assistance from Federal agencies; unrea-
sonable refusal; office space and equipment 

(a) In addition to the authority otherwise pro-
vided by this Act, each Inspector General, in 
carrying out the provisions of this Act, is au-
thorized— 

(1) to have access to all records, reports, au-
dits, reviews, documents, papers, recommenda-
tions, or other material available to the appli-
cable establishment which relate to programs 
and operations with respect to which that In-
spector General has responsibilities under this 
Act; 

(2) to make such investigations and reports 
relating to the administration of the programs 
and operations of the applicable establishment 
as are, in the judgment of the Inspector Gen-
eral, necessary or desirable; 

(3) to request such information or assistance 
as may be necessary for carrying out the du-
ties and responsibilities provided by this Act 
from any Federal, State, or local govern-
mental agency or unit thereof; 

(4) to require by subpena the production of 
all information, documents, reports, answers, 
records, accounts, papers, and other data and 
documentary evidence necessary in the per-

formance of the functions assigned by this 
Act, which subpena, in the case of contumacy 
or refusal to obey, shall be enforceable by 
order of any appropriate United States district 
court: Provided, That procedures other than 
subpenas shall be used by the Inspector Gen-
eral to obtain documents and information 
from Federal agencies; 

(5) to administer to or take from any person 
an oath, affirmation, or affidavit, whenever 
necessary in the performance of the functions 
assigned by this Act, which oath, affirmation, 
or affidavit when administered or taken by or 
before an employee of an Office of Inspector 
General designated by the Inspector General 
shall have the same force and effect as if ad-
ministered or taken by or before an officer 
having a seal; 

(6) to have direct and prompt access to the 
head of the establishment involved when nec-
essary for any purpose pertaining to the per-
formance of functions and responsibilities 
under this Act; 

(7) to select, appoint, and employ such offi-
cers and employees as may be necessary for 
carrying out the functions, powers, and duties 
of the Office subject to the provisions of title 
5, United States Code, governing appointments 
in the competitive service, and the provisions 
of chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 
of such title relating to classification and 
General Schedule pay rates; 

(8) to obtain services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, at 
daily rates not to exceed the equivalent rate 
prescribed for grade GS–18 of the General 
Schedule by section 5332 of title 5, United 
States Code; and 

(9) to the extent and in such amounts as may 
be provided in advance by appropriations Acts, 
to enter into contracts and other arrange-
ments for audits, studies, analyses, and other 
services with public agencies and with private 
persons, and to make such payments as may 
be necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this Act. 

(b)(1) Upon request of an Inspector General for 
information or assistance under subsection 
(a)(3), the head of any Federal agency involved 
shall, insofar as is practicable and not in con-
travention of any existing statutory restriction 
or regulation of the Federal agency from which 
the information is requested, furnish to such In-
spector General, or to an authorized designee, 
such information or assistance. 

(2) Whenever information or assistance re-
quested under subsection (a)(1) or (a)(3) is, in the 
judgment of an Inspector General, unreasonably 
refused or not provided, the Inspector General 
shall report the circumstances to the head of 
the establishment involved without delay. 

(c) Each head of an establishment shall pro-
vide the Office within such establishment with 
appropriate and adequate office space at central 
and field office locations of such establishment, 
together with such equipment, office supplies, 
and communications facilities and services as 
may be necessary for the operation of such of-
fices, and shall provide necessary maintenance 
services for such offices and the equipment and 
facilities located therein. 
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(d) For purposes of the provisions of title 5, 
United States Code, governing the Senior Execu-
tive Service, any reference in such provisions to 
the ‘‘appointing authority’’ for a member of the 
Senior Executive Service or for a Senior Execu-
tive Service position shall, if such member or 
position is or would be within the Office of an 
Inspector General, be deemed to be a reference 
to such Inspector General. 

(Pub. L. 95–452, § 6, Oct. 12, 1978, 92 Stat. 1104; 
Pub. L. 100–504, title I, §§ 107, 110(a), Oct. 18, 1988, 
102 Stat. 2528, 2529.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a)(5) to (9). Pub. L. 100–504, § 107, added 

par. (5) and redesignated former pars. (5) to (8) as (6) to 

(9), respectively. 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 100–504, § 110(a), added subsec. (d). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–504 effective 180 days after 

Oct. 18, 1988, see section 113 of Pub. L. 100–504, set out 

as a note under section 5 of Pub. L. 95–452 in this Ap-

pendix. 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 

RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 

or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 

Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 

under specified sections of this title, see section 529 

[title I, § 101(c)(1)] of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note 

under section 5376 of this title. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL CRIMINAL IN-

VESTIGATOR ACADEMY AND INSPECTORS GENERAL FO-

RENSIC LABORATORY 

Pub. L. 106–422, § 2, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1873, pro-

vided that: 
‘‘(a) INSPECTORS GENERAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR 

ACADEMY.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established the 

Criminal Investigator Academy within the Depart-

ment of the Treasury. The Criminal Investigator 

Academy is established for the purpose of performing 

investigator training services for offices of inspectors 

general created under the Inspector General Act of 

1978 (5 U.S.C. App.). 
‘‘(2) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The Criminal Investiga-

tor Academy shall be administered by an Executive 

Director who shall report to an inspector general for 

an establishment as defined in section 11 of the In-

spector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.)— 
‘‘(A) designated by the President’s Council on In-

tegrity and Efficiency; or 
‘‘(B) if that council is eliminated, by a majority 

vote of the inspectors general created under the In-

spector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.). 
‘‘(b) INSPECTORS GENERAL FORENSIC LABORATORY.— 

‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established the In-

spectors General Forensic Laboratory within the De-

partment of the Treasury. The Inspectors General Fo-

rensic Laboratory is established for the purpose of 

performing forensic services for offices of inspectors 

general created under the Inspector General Act of 

1978 (5 U.S.C. App.). 
‘‘(2) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The Inspectors General 

Forensic Laboratory shall be administered by an Ex-

ecutive Director who shall report to an inspector gen-

eral for an establishment as defined in section 11 of 

the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.)— 
‘‘(A) designated by the President’s Council on In-

tegrity and Efficiency; or 
‘‘(B) if that council is eliminated, by a majority 

vote of the inspectors general created under the In-

spector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.). 
‘‘(c) SEPARATE APPROPRIATIONS ACCOUNT.—[Amended 

section 1105 of Title 31, Money and Finance.] 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are 

authorized to carry out this section such sums as may 

be necessary for fiscal year 2001 and each fiscal year 

thereafter.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 7 section 2270; title 

20 section 1082; title 22 section 3929; title 38 section 7366; 

title 42 section 1320a–7c; title 44 section 3903. 

§ 7. Complaints by employees; disclosure of iden-
tity; reprisals 

(a) The Inspector General may receive and in-
vestigate complaints or information from an 
employee of the establishment concerning the 
possible existence of an activity constituting a 
violation of law, rules, or regulations, or mis-
management, gross waste of funds, abuse of au-
thority or a substantial and specific danger to 
the public health and safety. 

(b) The Inspector General shall not, after re-
ceipt of a complaint or information from an em-
ployee, disclose the identity of the employee 
without the consent of the employee, unless the 
Inspector General determines such disclosure is 
unavoidable during the course of the investiga-
tion. 

(c) Any employee who has authority to take, 
direct others to take, recommend, or approve 
any personnel action, shall not, with respect to 
such authority, take or threaten to take any ac-
tion against any employee as a reprisal for mak-
ing a complaint or disclosing information to an 
Inspector General, unless the complaint was 
made or the information disclosed with the 
knowledge that it was false or with willful dis-
regard for its truth or falsity. 

(Pub. L. 95–452, § 7, Oct. 12, 1978, 92 Stat. 1105.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 15 section 657; title 

44 section 3903. 

§ 8. Additional provisions with respect to the In-
spector General of the Department of De-
fense 

(a) No member of the Armed Forces, active or 
reserve, shall be appointed Inspector General of 
the Department of Defense. 

(b)(1) Notwithstanding the last two sentences 
of section 3(a), the Inspector General shall be 
under the authority, direction, and control of 
the Secretary of Defense with respect to audits 
or investigations, or the issuance of subpoenas, 
which require access to information concern-
ing— 

(A) sensitive operational plans; 
(B) intelligence matters; 
(C) counterintelligence matters; 
(D) ongoing criminal investigations by other 

administrative units of the Department of De-
fense related to national security; or 

(E) other matters the disclosure of which 
would constitute a serious threat to national 
security. 

(2) With respect to the information described 
in paragraph (1) the Secretary of Defense may 
prohibit the Inspector General from initiating, 
carrying out, or completing any audit or inves-
tigation, or from issuing any subpoena, after the 


