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Sec. 

(d) Certification of more than one State 
organization; caucus. 

2906. Requirement of referendum. 
(a) Continuation or termination of order. 
(b) Additional referendum to determine 

suspension or termination of order. 
(c) Reimbursement for cost of referen-

dum; time and place of referendum; 
certification by producers; absentee 
mail ballot. 

2907. Refunds. 
(a) Establishment of escrow account. 
(b) Funding escrow account. 
(c) Demand and receipt of one-time re-

fund. 
(d) Form and time period for demand for 

one-time refund. 
(e) Submission of proof for one-time re-

fund. 
(f) Insufficiency of funds in escrow ac-

count; proration of funds among eli-
gible persons. 

2908. Enforcement. 
(a) Restraining order; civil penalty. 
(b) Jurisdiction of district court. 
(c) Civil action to be referred to Attor-

ney General. 
2909. Investigations by Secretary; oaths and affir-

mations; subpenas; judicial enforcement; 
contempt proceedings; service of process. 

2910. Preemption of other Federal and State pro-
grams; applicability of provisions to amend-
ments to orders. 

2911. Authorization of appropriations. 
2912 to 2918. Omitted. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 7401 of this title. 

§ 2901. Congressional findings and declaration of 
policy 

(a) Congress finds that— 
(1) beef and beef products are basic foods 

that are a valuable part of human diet; 
(2) the production of beef and beef products 

plays a significant role in the Nation’s econ-
omy, beef and beef products are produced by 
thousands of beef producers and processed by 
numerous processing entities, and beef and 
beef products are consumed by millions of peo-
ple throughout the United States and foreign 
countries; 

(3) beef and beef products should be readily 
available and marketed efficiently to ensure 
that the people of the United States receive 
adequate nourishment; 

(4) the maintenance and expansion of exist-
ing markets for beef and beef products are 
vital to the welfare of beef producers and 
those concerned with marketing, using, and 
producing beef products, as well as to the gen-
eral economy of the Nation; 

(5) there exist established State and national 
organizations conducting beef promotion, re-
search, and consumer education programs that 
are invaluable to the efforts of promoting the 
consumption of beef and beef products; and 

(6) beef and beef products move in interstate 
and foreign commerce, and beef and beef prod-
ucts that do not move in such channels of 
commerce directly burden or affect interstate 
commerce of beef and beef products. 

(b) It, therefore, is declared to be the policy of 
Congress that it is in the public interest to au-

thorize the establishment, through the exercise 
of the powers provided herein, of an orderly pro-
cedure for financing (through assessments on all 
cattle sold in the United States and on cattle, 
beef, and beef products imported into the United 
States) and carrying out a coordinated program 
of promotion and research designed to strength-
en the beef industry’s position in the market-
place and to maintain and expand domestic and 
foreign markets and uses for beef and beef prod-
ucts. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed 
to limit the right of individual producers to 
raise cattle. 

(Pub. L. 94–294, § 2, May 28, 1976, 90 Stat. 529; Pub. 
L. 99–198, title XVI, § 1601(b), Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1597.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Pub. L. 99–198 amended section generally. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Section 1601(c) of Pub. L. 99–198 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion and sections 2902 to 2911 of this title, omitting sec-
tions 2912 to 2918 of this title and provisions set out as 
a note under this section, and enacting provisions set 
out as a note under this section] shall take effect on 
January 1, 1986.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 21 of Pub. L. 94–294 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this chapter and provisions set out as notes 
under this section] shall take effect upon enactment 
[May 28, 1976]’’. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Section 1601(a) of Pub. L. 99–198 provided that: ‘‘This 
section [amending this section and sections 2902 to 2911 
of this title, omitting sections 2912 to 2918 of this title 
and provisions set out as a note under this section, and 
enacting provisions set out as a note under this sec-
tion] may be cited as the ‘Beef Promotion and Research 
Act of 1985’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 94–294 provided: ‘‘That this Act 
[enacting this chapter and provisions set out as notes 
under this section] shall be known as the ‘Beef Re-
search and Information Act’.’’ 

SEPARABILITY 

Section 19 of Pub. L. 94–294, which provided that if 
any provision of this Act [enacting this chapter and 
provisions set out as notes under this section] or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstances is 
held invalid, the validity of the remainder of the Act 
and of the application of such provision to other per-
sons and circumstances shall not be affected thereby, 
was omitted in the general revision of sections 2 
through 20 of Pub. L. 94–294 by Pub. L. 99–198, title XVI, 
§ 1601(b), Dec. 28, 1985, 99 Stat. 1597. 

§ 2902. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘beef’’ means flesh of cattle; 
(2) the term ‘‘beef products’’ means edible 

products produced in whole or in part from 
beef, exclusive of milk and products made 
therefrom; 

(3) the term ‘‘Board’’ means the Cattlemen’s 
Beef Promotion and Research Board estab-
lished under section 2904(1) of this title; 

(4) the term ‘‘cattle’’ means live domes-
ticated bovine animals regardless of age; 
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1 So in original. The period probably should be a semicolon. 
2 So in original. Probably should not be capitalized. 

(5) the term ‘‘Committee’’ means the Beef 
Promotion Operating Committee established 
under section 2904(5) of this title; 

(6) the term ‘‘consumer information’’ means 
nutritional data and other information that 
will assist consumers and other persons in 
making evaluations and decisions regarding 
the purchasing, preparing, and use of beef and 
beef products; 

(7) the term ‘‘Department’’ means the De-
partment of Agriculture.1 

(8) the term ‘‘importer’’ means any person 
who imports cattle, beef, or beef products from 
outside the United States; 

(9) the term ‘‘industry information’’ means 
information and programs that will lead to 
the development of new markets, marketing 
strategies, increased efficiency, and activities 
to enhance the image of the cattle industry; 

(10) The 2 term ‘‘order’’ means a beef pro-
motion and research order issued under sec-
tion 2903 of this title.1 

(11) the term ‘‘person’’ means any individual, 
group of individuals, partnership, corporation, 
association, cooperative, or any other entity; 

(12) the term ‘‘producer’’ means any person 
who owns or acquires ownership of cattle, ex-
cept that a person shall not be considered to 
be a producer if the person’s only share in the 
proceeds of a sale of cattle or beef is a sales 
commission, handling fee, or other service fee; 

(13) the term ‘‘promotion’’ means any ac-
tion, including paid advertising, to advance 
the image and desirability of beef and beef 
products with the express intent of improving 
the competitive position and stimulating sales 
of beef and beef products in the marketplace; 

(14) the term ‘‘qualified State beef council’’ 
means a beef promotion entity that is author-
ized by State statute or is organized and oper-
ating within a State, that receives voluntary 
contributions and conducts beef promotion, 
research, and consumer information programs, 
and that is recognized by the Board as the beef 
promotion entity within such State; 

(15) the term ‘‘research’’ means studies test-
ing the effectiveness of market development 
and promotion efforts, studies relating to the 
nutritional value of beef and beef products, 
other related food science research, and new 
product development; 

(16) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Agriculture; 

(17) The 2 term ‘‘State’’ means each of the 50 
States; and 

(18) the term ‘‘United States’’ means the sev-
eral States and the District of Columbia. 

(Pub. L. 94–294, § 3, May 28, 1976, 90 Stat. 530; Pub. 
L. 99–198, title XVI, § 1601(b), Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1598.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Pub. L. 99–198 amended section generally. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–198 effective Jan. 1, 1986, 
see section 1601(c) of Pub. L. 99–198, set out as a note 
under section 2901 of this title. 

§ 2903. Issuance of orders 

(a) During the period beginning on January 1, 
1986, and ending thirty days after receipt of a 
proposal for a beef promotion and research 
order, the Secretary shall publish such proposed 
order and give due notice and opportunity for 
public comment on such proposed order. Such 
proposal may be submitted by any organization 
meeting the requirements for certification 
under section 2905 of this title or any interested 
person, including the Secretary. 

(b) After notice and opportunity for public 
comment are given, as provided for in sub-
section (a) of this section, the Secretary shall 
issue a beef promotion and research order. The 
order shall become effective not later than one 
hundred and twenty days following publication 
of the proposed order. 

(Pub. L. 94–294, § 4, May 28, 1976, 90 Stat. 530; Pub. 
L. 99–198, title XVI, § 1601(b), Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1599.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Pub. L. 99–198 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to issuance of orders for 
provisions relating to orders of Secretary to producers 
and slaughterers. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–198 effective Jan. 1, 1986, 
see section 1601(c) of Pub. L. 99–198, set out as a note 
under section 2901 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 2902, 2904, 2911 
of this title; title 16 section 2005b. 

§ 2904. Required terms in orders 

An order issued under section 2903(b) of this 
title shall contain the following terms and con-
ditions: 

(1) The order shall provide for the establish-
ment and selection of a Cattlemen’s Beef Pro-
motion and Research Board. Members of the 
Board shall be cattle producers and importers 
appointed by the Secretary from (A) nomina-
tions submitted by eligible State organiza-
tions certified under section 2905 of this title 
(or, if the Secretary determines that there is 
no eligible State organization in a State, the 
Secretary may provide for nominations from 
such State to be made in a different manner), 
and (B) nominations submitted by importers 
under such procedures as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate. In determining geographic 
representation for cattle producers on the 
Board, whole States shall be considered as a 
unit. Each State that has a total cattle inven-
tory greater than five hundred thousand head 
shall be entitled to at least one representative 
on the Board. A State that has a total inven-
tory of fewer than 500,000 cattle shall be 
grouped, as far as practicable, with other 
States each of which has a combined total in-
ventory of not less than 500,000 cattle, into 
geographically contiguous units in a manner 
prescribed in the order. A unit may be rep-
resented on the Board by more than one mem-
ber. For each additional million head of cattle 
within a unit, such unit shall be entitled to an 
additional member on the Board. The Board 
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