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WHEREAS, subsequent to acquisition of these 8 

squares, under the aforesaid authority, all alleys in 

these squares were closed and vacated, as were also 

Delaware Avenue between Independence Avenue and C 

Street and Carroll Street between First and Second 

Streets, by the Commissioners of the District of Colum-

bia, and all areas between the property lines and outer 

faces of curbs surrounding these squares and Square 636 

were transferred from the jurisdiction of the Commis-

sioners of the District of Columbia to the jurisdiction 

of the Architect of the Capitol; 
WHEREAS, the Rayburn House Office Building has 

been constructed on Squares 635 and 636 (the latter 

square being already owned by the government and 

having been combined with Square 635 as a site for this 

building under the aforesaid authority), and the said 

building is now maintained by the Architect of the Cap-

itol as a part of the House Office Buildings, and the 

sidewalks and other paved and grassed areas surround-

ing this building are now maintained as part of the 

Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, underground garages for the House of 

Representatives have been constructed in Squares 637 

and 691 and are now maintained by the Architect of the 

Capitol as part of the House Office Buildings, and the 

areas above these garages have been landscaped as a 

part of the Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, Squares South of 635 and 639 have been 

developed as parking lots for automobiles for Members 

and employees of the House and are now maintained as 

part of the Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, part of Square 692 is occupied by the Con-

gressional Hotel, acquired by the Architect of the Cap-

itol under the aforesaid authority and leased to the 

Knott Hotels Corporation for use as a hotel, and the re-

mainder of this square has been converted into a park-

ing lot for automobiles for Members and employees of 

the House and is now maintained as a part of the Cap-

itol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, Squares 732 north and south were ac-

quired as an addition to the Capitol Grounds, are now 

maintained as part of the Capitol Grounds, and will 

continue to be so maintained until such time as re-

quired for construction thereon of the Library of Con-

gress James Madison Memorial Building, authorized by 

Public Law 89–260, approved October 19, 1965; 
WHEREAS, the aforesaid Additional House Office 

Building Act provides, in pertinent part, with respect 

to these properties, as follows: 
‘‘* * * At such time or times as may be fixed by 

order of the House Office Building Commission, (1) 

any real property acquired under, or made available 

for the purposes of, this chapter shall become part of 

the United States Capitol Grounds and subject to the 

Act entitled ‘An Act to define the area of the United 

States Capitol Grounds, to regulate the use thereof, 

and for other purposes’, approved July 31, 1946 (40 

U.S.C., secs. 193a—193m, [207a,] 212a, [212a–2, 212a–3,] 

and 212b), and (2) the building and all facilities con-

structed pursuant to section 1201 of this chapter shall 

become subject to such Act approved July 31, 1946, 

and to the provisions of law relating to the control, 

supervision, and care of the House Office Building 

contained in the Act approved Mar. 4, 1907, as amend-

ed (40 U.S.C., sec. 175).’’ 
NOW, THEREFORE, in formal compliance with the 

aforecited provisions of the Additional House Office 

Building Act, the House Office Building Commission, in 

confirmation of actions heretofore taken by the Com-

mission, hereby orders: 
1. The Rayburn House Office Building, the subway 

connecting such building to the Capitol Build-

ing, the pedestrian tunnels connecting such 

building to the Longworth House Office Build-

ing, the underground garages in Squares 637 and 

691 and the tunnels connecting these garages to 

the House Office Buildings, are hereby declared 

to be House Office Buildings and, as such, are 

hereby made subject to those provisions of the 

Act of July 31, 1946 (40 U.S.C., secs. 193a to 193m, 

[207a,] 212a, [212a–2, 212a–3,] and 212b), including 
any amendments to such Act, which are appli-
cable to the Capitol Buildings, and to the Act of 
Mar. 4, 1907 (40 U.S.C. 175). 

2. All other real property acquired by the Architect of 
the Capitol under authority of the Additional 
House Office Building Act is hereby declared to 
be part of the United States Capitol Grounds 
and is hereby made subject to the Act of July 
31, 1946 (40 U.S.C., secs. 193a to 193m, [207a,] 212a, 
[212a–2, 212a–3,] and 212b), including any amend-
ments to such Act. 

3. Nothing herein shall be construed to contravene (a) 
the provisions of Public Law 89–260 authorizing 
the future use of Squares 732 north and south as 
a site for the Library of Congress James Madi-
son Memorial Building; or (b) the authority del-
egated by the House Office Building Commis-
sion to the Select House Committee under au-
thority of H. Res. 514, 90th Congress, pertaining 
to the direction and supervision of the use and 
operation of the four House Garages and out-
door parking lots. 

4. This order shall become effective immediately. 

HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING COMMISSION 

JOHN W. MCCORMACK, Chairman. 
EMANUEL CELLER, Member. 
CHARLES E. GOODELL, Member. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 71a, 136, 174b–1, 
184a, 193h, 193i, 193k, 193l, 193m, 210, 212a, 212c of this 
title. 

§ 193b. Public use of Capitol Grounds 

Public travel in and occupancy of said United 
States Capitol Grounds shall be restricted to the 
roads, walks, and places prepared for that pur-
pose by flagging, paving, or otherwise. 

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 2, 60 Stat. 718.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 136, 174b–1, 184a, 
193h, 193i, 193j, 193k, 193l, 193m, 212a, 212c of this title. 

§ 193c. Obstruction of roads; conveyance of goods 
or merchandise; Capitol Grounds 

It is forbidden to occupy the roads in said 
United States Capitol Grounds in such manner 
as to obstruct or hinder their proper use, or to 
use the roads in the area of said United States 
Capitol Grounds, south of Constitution Avenue 
and B Street and north of Independence Avenue 
and B Street, for the conveyance of goods or 
merchandise, except to or from the Capitol on 
Government service. 

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 3, 60 Stat. 718.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 136, 174b–1, 184a, 

193h, 193i, 193j, 193k, 193l, 193m, 212a, 212c of this title. 

§ 193d. Sale of articles; signs; solicitation; Capitol 
Grounds 

It is forbidden to offer or expose any article 
for sale in said United States Capitol Grounds; 
to display any sign, placard, or other form of ad-
vertisement therein; to solicit fares, alms, sub-
scriptions, or contributions therein. 

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 4, 60 Stat. 718.) 

RELOCATION OF VENDORS; TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF 

PROHIBITION OF SALE OF ARTICLES, ETC. 

Pub. L. 96–432, § 6(c), Oct. 10, 1980, 94 Stat. 1853, pro-

vided that, in order to provide a fair and reasonable 
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transition period in which to permit the orderly reloca-

tion of those duly licensed vendors operating, as of Oct. 

10, 1980, on those portions of Pennsylvania Avenue 

Northwest, and Maryland Avenue Southwest, hereby 

included in the definition of United States Capitol 

Grounds pursuant to section 1(4) and (5) [of Pub. L. 

96–432, set out as a note under section 193a of this title], 

so much of the prohibitions contained in section 4 of 

the law of July 31, 1946 (60 Stat. 718) [this section], as 

would prevent the use of those portions of Pennsyl-

vania Avenue Northwest, and Maryland Avenue South-

west, for the offer and exposure of articles for sale, be 

suspended for a period not to exceed one year. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 136, 174b–1, 

174j–1, 184a, 193h, 193i, 193j, 193k, 193l, 193m, 212a, 212c, 

1205 of this title; title 2 sections 121b–1, 121c, 121d. 

§ 193e. Injuries to property; Capitol Grounds 

It is forbidden to step or climb upon, remove, 
or in any way injure any statue, seat, wall, foun-
tain, or other erection or architectural feature, 
or any tree, shrub, plant, or turf in said United 
States Capitol Grounds. 

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 5, 60 Stat. 718.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 136, 174b–1, 184a, 

193h, 193i, 193j, 193k, 193l, 193m, 212a, 212c of this title. 

§ 193f. Capitol Grounds and Buildings security 

(a) Firearms, dangerous weapons, explosives, or 
incendiary devices 

It shall be unlawful for any person or group of 
persons— 

(1) Except as authorized by regulations 
which shall be promulgated by the Capitol Po-
lice Board: 

(A) to carry on or have readily accessible 
to the person of any individual upon the 
United States Capitol Grounds or within any 
of the Capitol Buildings any firearm, dan-
gerous weapon, explosive, or incendiary de-
vice; or 

(B) to discharge any firearm or explosive, 
to use any dangerous weapon, or to ignite 
any incendiary device, upon the United 
States Capitol Grounds or within any of the 
Capitol Buildings; or 

(C) to transport by any means upon the 
United States Capitol Grounds or within any 
of the Capitol Buildings any explosive or in-
cendiary device; or 

(2) Knowingly, with force and violence, to 
enter or to remain upon the floor of either 
House of the Congress. 

(b) Violent entry and disorderly conduct 

It shall be unlawful for any person or group of 
persons willfully and knowingly— 

(1) to enter or to remain upon the floor of ei-
ther House of the Congress, to enter or to re-
main in any cloakroom or lobby adjacent to 
such floor, or to enter or to remain in the Ray-
burn Room of the House or the Marble Room 
of the Senate, unless such person is author-
ized, pursuant to rules adopted by that House 
or pursuant to authorization given by that 
House, to enter or to remain upon such floor 
or in such cloakroom, lobby, or room; 

(2) to enter or to remain in the gallery of ei-
ther House of the Congress in violation of 
rules governing admission to such gallery 
adopted by that House or pursuant to author-
ization given by that House; 

(3) to enter or to remain in any room within 
any of the Capitol Buildings set aside or des-
ignated for the use of either House of the Con-
gress or any Member, committee, subcommit-
tee, officer, or employee of the Congress or ei-
ther House thereof with intent to disrupt the 
orderly conduct of official business; 

(4) to utter loud, threatening, or abusive lan-
guage, or to engage in any disorderly or dis-
ruptive conduct, at any place upon the United 
States Capitol Grounds or within any of the 
Capitol Buildings with intent to impede, dis-
rupt, or disturb the orderly conduct of any ses-
sion of the Congress or either House thereof, 
or the orderly conduct within any such build-
ing of any hearing before, or any deliberations 
of, any committee or subcommittee of the 
Congress or either House thereof; 

(5) to obstruct, or to impede passage through 
or within, the United States Capitol Grounds 
or any of the Capitol Buildings; 

(6) to engage in any act of physical violence 
upon the United States Capitol Grounds or 
within any of the Capitol Buildings; or 

(7) to parade, demonstrate, or picket within 
any of the Capitol Buildings. 

(c) Exemption of Government officials 

Nothing contained in this section shall forbid 
any act of any Member of the Congress, or any 
employee of a Member of the Congress, any offi-
cer or employee of the Congress or any commit-
tee or subcommittee thereof, or any officer or 
employee of either House of the Congress or any 
committee or subcommittee thereof, which is 
performed in the lawful discharge of his official 
duties. 

(July 31, 1946, ch. 707, § 6, 60 Stat. 718; Pub. L. 
87–571, Aug. 6, 1962, 76 Stat. 307; Pub. L. 90–108, 
§ 1(b), Oct. 20, 1967, 81 Stat. 276.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1967—Pub. L. 90–108 struck out prohibition covering 

discharge of fireworks, ignition of combustibles, and 

making of harangues and orations, removed provisions 

making special allowance for use of construction tools 

actuated by or employing explosive charges, and in-

serted provisions prohibiting carrying or ready access 

to firearms, dangerous weapons, explosives, or incendi-

ary devices upon the United States Capitol Grounds or 

within any of the Capitol Buildings, expanding area 

within which discharge of firearms or explosives are 

prohibited so as to include the interior of the Capitol 

Buildings, adding ignition of incendiary devices and use 

of dangerous weapons to list of acts prohibited within 

such areas, prohibiting transport of explosive or incen-

diary devices and knowing entry or stay with force and 

violence upon the floor of either House of Congress, 

prohibiting disorderly and disruptive conduct on the 

floor of either House of Congress, cloakrooms, adjacent 

lobbies, the Rayburn Room of the House or the Marble 

Room of the Senate, the gallery of either House, and 

Committee rooms, and excepting members and employ-

ees of the Congress in the lawful discharge of their offi-

cial duties. 
1962—Pub. L. 87–571 permitted use of tools actuated 

by or employing explosives in construction, if the tools 

are of a kind ordinarily used for such construction, the 

Architect of the Capitol has authorized their use after 


