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Government, including its research labora-
tories, in each of the critical industries identi-
fied under paragraph (1).

(b) Initial report

The Secretary shall submit a report to the
Congress within 1 year after February 14, 1992,
on the actions taken under subsection (a) of this
section.

(Pub. L. 102-245, title V, §504, Feb. 14, 1992, 106
Stat. 24.)

CODIFICATION

Subsec. (c) of this section, which required the Sec-
retary to annually submit to Congress an update of the
report submitted under subsec. (b) of this section, ter-
minated, effective May 15, 2000, pursuant to section 3003
of Pub. L. 104-66, as amended, set out as a note under
section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance. See, also,
page 52 of House Document No. 103-7.

Section was enacted as part of the American Tech-
nology Preeminence Act of 1991, and not as part of the
Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980
which comprises this chapter.

§3717. National Quality Council
(a) Establishment and functions

There is established a National Quality Coun-
cil (hereafter in this section referred to as the
““Council”). The functions of the Council shall
be—

(1) to establish national goals and priorities
for Quality performance in business, edu-
cation, government, and all other sectors of
the Nation;

(2) to encourage and support the voluntary
adoption of these goals and priorities by com-
panies, unions, professional and business asso-
ciations, coalition groups, and units of govern-
ment, as well as private and nonprofit organi-
zations;

(3) to arouse and maintain the interest of
the people of the United States in Quality per-
formance, and to encourage the adoption and
institution of Quality performance methods by
all corporations, government agencies, and
other organizations; and

(4) to conduct a White House Conference on
Quality Performance in the American Work-
place that would bring together in a single
forum national leaders in business, labor, edu-
cation, professional societies, the media, gov-
ernment, and politics to address Quality per-
formance as a means of improving United
States competitiveness.

(b) Membership

The Council shall consist of not less than 17 or
more than 20 members, appointed by the Sec-
retary. Members shall include—

(1) at least 2 but not more than 3 representa-
tives from manufacturing industry;

(2) at least 2 but not more than 3 representa-
tives from service industry;

(3) at least 2 but not more than 3 representa-
tives from national Quality not-for-profit or-
ganizations;

(4) two representatives from education, one
with expertise in elementary and secondary
education, and one with expertise in post-sec-
ondary education;

(5) one representative from labor;
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(6) one representative from professional soci-
eties;

(7) one representative each from local and
State government;

(8) one representative from the Federal
Quality Institute;

(9) one representative from the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology;

(10) one representative from the Department
of Defense;

(11) one representative from a civilian Fed-
eral agency not otherwise represented on the
Council, to be rotated among such agencies
every 2 years; and

(12) one representative from the Foundation
for the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality
Award.

(c) Terms

The term of office of each member of the
Council appointed under paragraphs (1) through
(7) of subsection (b) of this section shall be 2
years, except that when making the initial ap-
pointments under such paragraphs; the Sec-
retary shall appoint not more than 50 percent of
the members to 1 year terms. No member ap-
pointed under such paragraphs shall serve on the
Council for more than 2 consecutive terms.

(d) Chairman and Vice Chairman

The Secretary shall designate one of the mem-
bers initially appointed to the Council as Chair-
man. Thereafter, the members of the Council
shall annually elect one of their number as
Chairman. The members of the Council shall
also annually elect one of their members as Vice
Chairman. No individual shall serve as Chair-
man or Vice Chairman for more than 2 consecu-
tive years.

(e) Executive Director and employees

The Council shall appoint and fix the com-
pensation of an Executive Director, who shall
hire and fix the compensation of such additional
employees as may be necessary to assist the
Council in carrying out its functions. In hiring
such additional employees, the Executive Direc-
tor shall ensure that no individual hired has a
conflict of interest with the responsibilities of
the Council.

(f) Funding

There is established in the Treasury of the
United States a National Quality Performance
Trust Fund, into which all funds received by the
Council, through private donations or otherwise,
shall be deposited. Amounts in such Trust Fund
shall be available to the Council, to the extent
provided in advance in appropriations Acts, for
the purpose of carrying out the functions of the
Council under this Act.

(g) Contributions

The Council may not accept private donations
from a single source in excess of $25,000 per year.
Private donations from a single source in excess
of $10,000 per year may be accepted by the Coun-
cil only on approval of two-thirds of the Council.

(h) Annual report
The Council shall annually submit to the

President and the Congress a comprehensive and
detailed report on—
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(1) the progress in meeting the goals and pri-
orities established by the Council;

(2) the Council’s operations, activities, and
financial condition;

(3) contributions to the Council from non-
Federal sources;

(4) plans for the Council’s operations and ac-
tivities for the future; and

(5) any other information or recommenda-
tions the Council considers appropriate.

(Pub. L. 102-245, title V, §507, Feb. 14, 1992, 106
Stat. 27.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in subsec. (f), is Pub. L. 102-245,
Feb. 14, 1992, 106 Stat. 7, known as the American Tech-
nology Preeminence Act of 1991. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1992
Amendment note set out under section 3701 of this title
and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the American Tech-
nology Preeminence Act of 1991, and not as part of the
Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980
which comprises this chapter.

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions
in subsec. (h) of this section relating to annually sub-
mitting a report to Congress, see section 3003 of Pub. L.
104-66, as amended, set out as a note under section 1113
of Title 31, Money and Finance, and page 184 of House
Document No. 103-7.
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RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND DEM-
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§3801. Congressional statement of findings and
declaration of policy

(a) The Congress finds and declares that—

(1) gasoline and diesel fuel for vehicular use
are in short supply and constitute a sizable
portion of domestic petroleum consumption;

(2) methane use in fleet-operated vehicles
would result in substantial reduction in oil
imports;

(3) methane is in more abundant domestic
supply than petroleum products, is the pri-
mary component of natural gas and can be de-
rived in increased quantities from coal, bio-
mass, waste products, and other renewable
resources;

(4) recoverable methane presently available
in the United States is not fully utilized;

(5) test results to date indicate that methane
use as a substitute for gasoline as a motor fuel
can result in emission reductions;

(6) experience to date has shown methane to
be a safe motor fuel in properly modified vehi-
cles and is therefore particularly suitable as
fuel for fleet vehicles; and

(7) the introduction into commerce of meth-
ane-fueled vehicles would be expedited and fa-
cilitated by the establishment of a Federal
program of research, development, and dem-
onstration to explore and refine technologies
related to methane use as a vehicular fuel.

(b) It is therefore declared to be the policy of
the Congress in this chapter to—

(1) provide for and support advanced and ac-
celerated research into, and development of,
methane vehicle design, and related tech-
nologies;

(2) demonstrate the economic and techno-
logical practicalities of methane-fueled vehi-
cles for fleet use and of methane-fueled farm
equipment;

(3) facilitate, and remove barriers to, the use
of methane-fueled vehicles in lieu of gasoline-
or diesel-powered motor vehicles where prac-
ticable;

(4) promote the substitution of methane-
fueled vehicles for gasoline- and diesel-pow-
ered vehicles currently used on farms and in
fleet operations, particularly in areas where
such substitution would facilitate plans to
meet air quality standards set under the Clean
Air Act, as amended [42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.];
and

(5) supplement, but neither supplant nor du-
plicate, the automotive propulsion system re-
search and development efforts of private in-
dustry.

(Pub. L. 96-512, §2, Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2827.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Clean Air Act, as amended, referred to in subsec.
(b)(4), is act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, 69 Stat. 322, as amend-
ed, which is classified generally to chapter 85 (§7401 et
seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 7401 of Title 42
and Tables.

SHORT TITLE

Section 1 of Pub. L. 96-512 provided: ‘‘That this Act
[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Methane
Transportation Research, Development, and Dem-
onstration Act of 1980°.”
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