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(Feb. 28, 1925, ch. 376, 43 Stat. 1091; Aug. 11, 1945, 
ch. 365, 59 Stat. 531; June 25, 1948, ch. 645, § 12, 62 
Stat. 861.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1948—Act June 25, 1948, struck out penal provisions 
(see section 41 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-
dure), and inserted provision relating to the unlawful-
ness in hunting, catching, etc., game animals, etc., 
under rules and regulations of the Secretary of Agri-
culture. 

1945—Act Aug. 11, 1945, struck out last sentence 
which read ‘‘No lands within the present limits of the 
fourth congressional district shall be included in such 
designations.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1948 AMENDMENT 

Section 20 of act June 25, 1948, provided that the 
amendment made by that act is effective Sept. 1, 1948. 

PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNATION 

Lands comprising the Ozark National Game Refuge 
were designated by Proclamations of June 13, 1928 (45 
Stat. 2953), and Oct. 25, 1935 (49 Stat. 3478). 

§ 683. Areas set aside for protection of game and 
fish; unlawfully taking game or fish 

The President of the United States is author-
ized to designate such areas on any lands which 
have been, or which may hereafter be, purchased 
by the United States under the provisions of the 
Act of March first, nineteen hundred and eleven, 
and Acts supplementary thereto and amend-
atory thereof, as should, in his opinion, be set 
aside for the protection of game animals, birds, 
or fish; and, except under such rules and regula-
tions as the Secretary of Agriculture may from 
time to time prescribe, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to hunt, catch, trap, willfully disturb 
or kill any kind of game animal, game or non-
game bird, or fish, or take the eggs of any such 
bird on any lands so set aside, or in or on the 
waters thereof. 

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, 39 Stat. 476; June 25, 1948, 
ch. 645, § 10, 62 Stat. 860.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of March first, nineteen hundred and eleven, re-
ferred to in text, was in the original ‘‘Act of March 
first, nineteen hundred and eleven (Thirty-six Statutes 
at Large, page nine hundred and sixty-one), entitled 
‘An Act to enable any State to cooperate with any 
other State or States, or with the United States, for 
the protection of watersheds of navigable streams, and 
to appoint a commission for the acquisition of lands for 
the purpose of conserving the navigability of navigable 
streams’ ’’, which is popularly known as the Weeks 
Law, and is classified to sections 480, 500, 513 to 519, 521, 
552, and 553 of this title. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 552 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1948—Act June 25, 1948, struck out penal provisions 
(see section 41 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-
dure), and inserted provision relating to the unlawful-
ness in hunting, catching, etc. game animals, etc. 
under rules and regulations of Secretary of Agri-
culture. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1948 AMENDMENT 

Section 20 of act June 25, 1948, provided that the 
amendment made by that act is effective Sept. 1, 1948. 

PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNATION 

The following areas have been designated by the 
President: 

Big Levels Game Refuge. Proclamation of July 6, 
1935 (49 Stat. 3448). 

Cherokee National Game Refuges. Proclamation of 
Aug. 5, 1924 (43 Stat. 1964), and Oct. 22, 1934 (49 
Stat. 3423). 

National Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve. 
Proclamation of Sept. 27, 1941 (55 Stat. 1689). 

National Red Dirt Wildlife Management Preserve. 
Proclamation of Sept. 27, 1941 (55 Stat. 1688). 

Noontootly National Game Refuge. Proclamation of 
July 6, 1938 (52 Stat. 1549). 

Pisgah National Game Preserve. Proclamation of 
Oct. 17, 1916 (39 Stat. 1811). 

§ 684. Game breeding areas in Wichita and Grand 
Canyon National Forests 

The President of the United States is author-
ized to designate such areas in the Wichita Na-
tional Forest and in the Grand Canyon National 
Forest as should, in his opinion, be set aside for 
the protection of game animals and birds and be 
recognized as a breeding place therefor. 

(Jan. 24, 1905, ch. 137, § 1, 33 Stat. 614; June 29, 
1906, ch. 3593, § 1, 34 Stat. 607.) 

CODIFICATION 

Act Jan. 24, 1905, and act June 29, 1906, are identical 
in language throughout, except that the earlier act au-
thorizes the setting aside of areas in Wichita National 
Forest, while the latter authorizes areas in Grand Can-
yon National Forest. The two acts have been combined 
to form this section and sections 685 and 686 of this 
title. 

‘‘Wichita National Forest’’ and ‘‘Grand Canyon Na-
tional Forest’’ substituted for ‘‘Wichita Forest Re-
serve’’ and ‘‘Grand Canyon Forest Reserve’’, respec-
tively, on authority of act Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 
1269, which provided that forest reserves shall hereafter 
be known as national forests. 

PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNATION; ABOLITION OF WICHITA 
NATIONAL FOREST 

The entire Wichita National Forest was designated a 
Game Preserve by Proclamation of June 2, 1905 (34 
Stat. 3062), enlarged by Executive Order No. 7116, July 
26, 1935, and designated the Wichita Mountains Wildlife 
Refuge by Act June 4, 1936, ch. 489, title I, § 1, 49 Stat. 
1446. Proclamation No. 2211, Nov. 27, 1936 (50 Stat. 1797), 
revoked the proclamations of July 4, 1901 (32 Stat. 1973), 
May 29, 1906 (34 Stat. 3207), and Oct. 13, 1910 (36 Stat. 
2754), establishing, enlarging, and modifying the Wich-
ita National Forest, but did affect the Wichita Moun-
tains Wildlife Refuge. 

The Grand Canyon National Game Preserve was es-
tablished by Proclamation of Nov. 28, 1906 (34 Stat. 
3263), enlarged by Proclamation of June 23, 1908 (35 
Stat. 2192), and diminished by Proclamation of June 3, 
1909 (36 Stat. 2496). The lands of the Grand Canyon Na-
tional Forest were divided among and combined with 
those of the Coconino and Kaibab National Forests by 
Proclamation of July 2, 1908 (35 Stat. 2196). 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 685, 686, 687 of 
this title. 

§ 685. Hunting, trapping, killing, or capturing 
game in designated breeding areas unlawful 

When such areas have been designated in the 
Wichita National Forest as provided for in sec-
tion 684 of this title, hunting, trapping, killing, 
or capturing of game animals and birds upon the 
lands of the United States within the limits of 
said areas shall be unlawful, except under such 
regulations as may be prescribed from time to 
time, by the Secretary of the Interior. 
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