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service,’’ ‘‘for any other special services requiring a
substantial amount of time or expense.’’ Subsection (b)
makes clear that, except for the possibility of waivers
in ‘‘occasional or isolated cases involving relatively
small amounts,’’ the Register is to charge fees for serv-
ices rendered to other Government agencies.

Postal Interruptions. Section 709 authorizes the Reg-
ister of Copyrights to issue regulation to permit the ac-
ceptance by the Copyright Office of documents which
are delivered after the close of the prescribed period if
the delay was caused by a general disruption or suspen-
sion of postal or other transportation or communica-
tions services.

Reproductions for the Blind and Handicapped. Sec-
tion 710 directs the Register of Copyrights to establish
by regulation forms and procedures by which the copy-
right owners of certain categories of works may volun-
tarily grant to the Library of Congress a license to re-
produce and distribute copies or phonorecords of the
work solely for the use of the blind and physically
handicapped.

AMENDMENTS

2000—Pub. L. 106–379, § 3(a)(1), Oct. 27, 2000, 114 Stat.
1445, struck out item 710 ‘‘Reproduction for use of the
blind and physically handicapped: Voluntary licensing
forms and procedures.’’

1997—Pub. L. 105–80, § 12(a)(17), Nov. 13, 1997, 111 Stat.
1535, substituted ‘‘Reproduction’’ for ‘‘Reproductions’’
in item 710.

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in sections 908, 912 of this
title.

§ 701. The Copyright Office: General responsibil-
ities and organization

(a) All administrative functions and duties
under this title, except as otherwise specified,
are the responsibility of the Register of Copy-
rights as director of the Copyright Office of the
Library of Congress. The Register of Copyrights,
together with the subordinate officers and em-
ployees of the Copyright Office, shall be ap-
pointed by the Librarian of Congress, and shall
act under the Librarian’s general direction and
supervision.

(b) In addition to the functions and duties set
out elsewhere in this chapter, the Register of
Copyrights shall perform the following func-
tions:

(1) Advise Congress on national and inter-
national issues relating to copyright, other
matters arising under this title, and related
matters.

(2) Provide information and assistance to
Federal departments and agencies and the Ju-
diciary on national and international issues
relating to copyright, other matters arising
under this title, and related matters.

(3) Participate in meetings of international
intergovernmental organizations and meetings
with foreign government officials relating to
copyright, other matters arising under this
title, and related matters, including as a mem-
ber of United States delegations as authorized
by the appropriate Executive branch author-
ity.

(4) Conduct studies and programs regarding
copyright, other matters arising under this
title, and related matters, the administration
of the Copyright Office, or any function vested
in the Copyright Office by law, including edu-
cational programs conducted cooperatively

with foreign intellectual property offices and
international intergovernmental organiza-
tions.

(5) Perform such other functions as Congress
may direct, or as may be appropriate in fur-
therance of the functions and duties specifi-
cally set forth in this title.

(c) The Register of Copyrights shall adopt a
seal to be used on and after January 1, 1978, to
authenticate all certified documents issued by
the Copyright Office.

(d) The Register of Copyrights shall make an
annual report to the Librarian of Congress of
the work and accomplishments of the Copyright
Office during the previous fiscal year. The an-
nual report of the Register of Copyrights shall
be published separately and as a part of the an-
nual report of the Librarian of Congress.

(e) Except as provided by section 706(b) and
the regulations issued thereunder, all actions
taken by the Register of Copyrights under this
title are subject to the provisions of the Admin-
istrative Procedure Act of June 11, 1946, as
amended (c. 324, 60 Stat. 237, title 5, United
States Code, Chapter 5, Subchapter II and Chap-
ter 7).

(f) The Register of Copyrights shall be com-
pensated at the rate of pay in effect for level III
of the Executive Schedule under section 5314 of
title 5. The Librarian of Congress shall establish
not more than four positions for Associate Reg-
isters of Copyrights, in accordance with the rec-
ommendations of the Register of Copyrights.
The Librarian shall make appointments to such
positions after consultation with the Register of
Copyrights. Each Associate Register of Copy-
rights shall be paid at a rate not to exceed the
maximum annual rate of basic pay payable for
GS–18 of the General Schedule under section 5332
of title 5.

(Pub. L. 94–553, title I, § 101, Oct. 19, 1976, 90 Stat.
2591; Pub. L. 101–319, § 2(b), July 3, 1990, 104 Stat.
290; Pub. L. 105–304, title IV, § 401(a)(2), (b), Oct.
28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2887.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Administrative Procedure Act of June 11, 1946,
referred to in subsec. (e), was repealed and the provi-
sions thereof were reenacted as subchapter II of chapter
5, and chapter 7, of Title 5, Government Organization
and Employees, by Pub. L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat.
278.

AMENDMENTS

1998—Subsecs. (b) to (e). Pub. L. 105–304, § 401(b)(1),
added subsec. (b) and redesignated former subsecs. (b)
to (d) as (c) to (e), respectively. Former subsec. (e) re-
designated (f).

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 105–304 redesignated subsec. (e) as
(f) and substituted ‘‘III’’ for ‘‘IV’’ and ‘‘5314’’ for ‘‘5315’’
in first sentence.

1990—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 101–319 added subsec. (e).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT

Section 5 of Pub. L. 101–319 provided that:
‘‘(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this

Act [amending this section and section 802 of this title
and sections 5315 and 5316 of Title 5, Government Orga-
nization and Employees, and enacting provisions set
out as a note under section 101 of this title] shall take
effect on the date of the enactment of this Act [July 3,
1990].

‘‘(b) BUDGET ACT.—Any new spending authority
(within the meaning of section 401 of the Congressional
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Budget Act of 1974 [2 U.S.C. 651]) which is provided
under this Act shall be effective for any fiscal year only
to the extent or in such amounts as are provided in ap-
propriations Acts.’’

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY
RATES

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17,
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)]
of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376
of Title 5.

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON NEW TECHNOLOGICAL USES
OF COPYRIGHTED WORKS

Pub. L. 93–573, title II, §§ 201–208, Dec. 31, 1974, 88 Stat.
1873–1875, as amended by Pub. L. 94–314, June 21, 1976, 90
Stat. 692; Pub. L. 95–146, Oct. 28, 1977, 91 Stat. 1226, cre-
ated in the Library of Congress a National Commission
on New Technological Uses of Copyrighted Works to
study and compile data on (1) the reproduction and use
of copyrighted works of authorship (A) in conjunction
with automatic systems capable of storing, processing,
retrieving, and transferring information, and (B) by
various forms of machine reproduction, not including
reproduction by or at the request of instructors for use
in face-to-face teaching activities, and (2) the creation
of new works by the application or intervention of such
automatic systems or machine reproduction, required
the Commission to submit a final report to the Presi-
dent and Congress on or before July 31, 1978, and pro-
vided that the Commission terminated the sixtieth day
after submitting the final report.

§ 702. Copyright Office regulations

The Register of Copyrights is authorized to es-
tablish regulations not inconsistent with law for
the administration of the functions and duties
made the responsibility of the Register under
this title. All regulations established by the
Register under this title are subject to the ap-
proval of the Librarian of Congress.

(Pub. L. 94–553, title I, § 101, Oct. 19, 1976, 90 Stat.
2591.)

§ 703. Effective date of actions in Copyright Of-
fice

In any case in which time limits are pre-
scribed under this title for the performance of
an action in the Copyright Office, and in which
the last day of the prescribed period falls on a
Saturday, Sunday, holiday, or other nonbusiness
day within the District of Columbia or the Fed-
eral Government, the action may be taken on
the next succeeding business day, and is effec-
tive as of the date when the period expired.

(Pub. L. 94–553, title I, § 101, Oct. 19, 1976, 90 Stat.
2591.)

§ 704. Retention and disposition of articles depos-
ited in Copyright Office

(a) Upon their deposit in the Copyright Office
under sections 407 and 408, all copies, phono-
records, and identifying material, including
those deposited in connection with claims that
have been refused registration, are the property
of the United States Government.

(b) In the case of published works, all copies,
phonorecords, and identifying material depos-
ited are available to the Library of Congress for
its collections, or for exchange or transfer to

any other library. In the case of unpublished
works, the Library is entitled, under regulations
that the Register of Copyrights shall prescribe,
to select any deposits for its collections or for
transfer to the National Archives of the United
States or to a Federal records center, as defined
in section 2901 of title 44.

(c) The Register of Copyrights is authorized,
for specific or general categories of works, to
make a facsimile reproduction of all or any part
of the material deposited under section 408, and
to make such reproduction a part of the Copy-
right Office records of the registration, before
transferring such material to the Library of
Congress as provided by subsection (b), or before
destroying or otherwise disposing of such mate-
rial as provided by subsection (d).

(d) Deposits not selected by the Library under
subsection (b), or identifying portions or repro-
ductions of them, shall be retained under the
control of the Copyright Office, including reten-
tion in Government storage facilities, for the
longest period considered practicable and desir-
able by the Register of Copyrights and the Li-
brarian of Congress. After that period it is with-
in the joint discretion of the Register and the
Librarian to order their destruction or other
disposition; but, in the case of unpublished
works, no deposit shall be knowingly or inten-
tionally destroyed or otherwise disposed of dur-
ing its term of copyright unless a facsimile re-
production of the entire deposit has been made
a part of the Copyright Office records as pro-
vided by subsection (c).

(e) The depositor of copies, phonorecords, or
identifying material under section 408, or the
copyright owner of record, may request reten-
tion, under the control of the Copyright Office,
of one or more of such articles for the full term
of copyright in the work. The Register of Copy-
rights shall prescribe, by regulation, the condi-
tions under which such requests are to be made
and granted, and shall fix the fee to be charged
under section 708(a)(10) if the request is granted.

(Pub. L. 94–553, title I, § 101, Oct. 19, 1976, 90 Stat.
2591; Pub. L. 101–318, § 2(c), July 3, 1990, 104 Stat.
288.)

AMENDMENTS

1990—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 101–318 substituted
‘‘708(a)(10)’’ for ‘‘708(a)(11)’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–318 effective 6 months
after July 3, 1990, and applicable to (A) claims to origi-
nal, supplementary, and renewal copyright received for
registration, and to items received for recordation in
Copyright Office, on or after such effective date, and
(B) other requests for services received on or after such
effective date, or received before such effective date for
services not yet rendered as of such date, and with
claims to original, supplementary, and renewal copy-
right received for registration and items received for
recordation in acceptable form in Copyright Office be-
fore such effective date, and requests for services which
are rendered before such effective date, to be governed
by section 708 of this title as in effect before such effec-
tive date, see section 2(d) of Pub. L. 101–318, set out as
a note under section 708 of this title.


