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AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 
title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $500’’. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 50 section 422. 

§ 5. United States defined 

The term ‘‘United States’’, as used in this title 
in a territorial sense, includes all places and wa-
ters, continental or insular, subject to the juris-
diction of the United States, except the Canal 
Zone. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 685.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 39, 133, 346, 381, 
502, and 632, and section 40 of title 50, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
War and National Defense (June 15, 1917, ch. 30, title 
XIII, § 1, 40 Stat. 231). 

Section consolidates the first sentence of section 39, 
all of sections 133, 346, and 632, and the second sen-
tences, respectively, of sections 381 and 502, all of title 
18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., and section 40 of title 50, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., War and National Defense, with minor changes in 
phraseology. 

All of these sections and parts of sections were de-
rived from section 1 of title XIII of said act of June 15, 
1917. Said section 40 of title 50, U.S.C., War and Na-
tional Defense, has also been retained in that title, as 
it still relates to some sections therein which were not 
transferred to this title. 

The remainder of said section 39 of title 18, U.S.C., 
1940 ed., which was derived from sections 2, 3, and 4 of 
title XIII of the act of June 15, 1917, relating to juris-
diction and other matters, is almost entirely obsolete. 
The provisions still in force are incorporated in section 
3241 of this title. 

The remaining provisions of said sections 381 and 502 
of title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., which were derived from 
sources other than said section 1 of title XIII of the act 
of June 15, 1917, are incorporated in sections 1364 and 
2275 of this title. 

SENATE REVISION AMENDMENT 

Words ‘‘, except the Canal Zone.’’ were substituted 
for the period in this section by Senate amendment. 
See Senate Report No. 1620, amendment No. 2, 80th 
Cong. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For definition of Canal Zone, referred to in text, see 
section 3602(b) of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Inter-
course. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 112, 878, 1116, 
1201, 2340 of this title. 

§ 6. Department and agency defined 

As used in this title: 
The term ‘‘department’’ means one of the ex-

ecutive departments enumerated in section 1 of 
Title 5, unless the context shows that such term 
was intended to describe the executive, legisla-
tive, or judicial branches of the government. 

The term ‘‘agency’’ includes any department, 
independent establishment, commission, admin-
istration, authority, board or bureau of the 
United States or any corporation in which the 
United States has a proprietary interest, unless 
the context shows that such term was intended 
to be used in a more limited sense. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 685.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section defines the terms ‘‘department’’ and 
‘‘agency’’ of the United States. The word ‘‘department’’ 
appears 57 times in title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., and the 
word ‘‘agency’’ 14 times. It was considered necessary to 
define clearly these words in order to avoid possible 
litigation as to the scope or coverage of a given section 
containing such words. (See United States v. Germaine, 
1878, 99 U.S. 508, 25 L. Ed. 482, for definition of words 
‘‘department’’ or ‘‘head of department.’’) 

The phrase ‘‘corporation in which the United States 
has a proprietary interest’’ is intended to include those 
governmental corporations in which stock is not actu-
ally issued, as well as those in which stock is owned by 
the United States. It excludes those corporations in 
which the interest of the Government is custodial or 
incidental. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1 of Title 5, referred to in text, was repealed 
by Pub. L. 89–554, § 8, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 632, and reen-
acted by the first section thereof as section 101 of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 12 section 1821. 

§ 7. Special maritime and territorial jurisdiction 
of the United States defined 

The term ‘‘special maritime and territorial ju-
risdiction of the United States’’, as used in this 
title, includes: 

(1) The high seas, any other waters within 
the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of the 
United States and out of the jurisdiction of 
any particular State, and any vessel belonging 
in whole or in part to the United States or any 
citizen thereof, or to any corporation created 
by or under the laws of the United States, or 
of any State, Territory, District, or possession 
thereof, when such vessel is within the admi-
ralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United 
States and out of the jurisdiction of any par-
ticular State. 

(2) Any vessel registered, licensed, or en-
rolled under the laws of the United States, and 
being on a voyage upon the waters of any of 
the Great Lakes, or any of the waters con-
necting them, or upon the Saint Lawrence 
River where the same constitutes the Inter-
national Boundary Line. 

(3) Any lands reserved or acquired for the 
use of the United States, and under the exclu-
sive or concurrent jurisdiction thereof, or any 
place purchased or otherwise acquired by the 
United States by consent of the legislature of 
the State in which the same shall be, for the 
erection of a fort, magazine, arsenal, dock-
yard, or other needful building. 

(4) Any island, rock, or key containing de-
posits of guano, which may, at the discretion 
of the President, be considered as appertaining 
to the United States. 

(5) Any aircraft belonging in whole or in part 
to the United States, or any citizen thereof, or 
to any corporation created by or under the 
laws of the United States, or any State, Terri-
tory, district, or possession thereof, while such 
aircraft is in flight over the high seas, or over 
any other waters within the admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction of the United States and 
out of the jurisdiction of any particular State. 

(6) Any vehicle used or designed for flight or 
navigation in space and on the registry of the 
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