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§ 2452a. Exchange program with countries in 
transition from totalitarianism to democracy 

(a) Authorization of activities; grants or con-
tracts for exchanges with foreign countries 

Pursuant to the Mutual Educational and Cul-
tural Exchange Act of 1961 [22 U.S.C. 2451 et seq.] 
and using the authorities contained therein, the 
President is authorized, when the President con-
siders that it would strengthen international co-
operative relations, to provide, by grant, con-
tract, or otherwise, for exchanges with countries 
that are in transition from totalitarianism to 
democracy, which include, but are not limited 
to Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, 
and Romania—

(1) by financing studies, research, instruc-
tion, and related activities—

(A) of or for American citizens and nation-
als in foreign countries; and 

(B) of or for citizens and nationals of for-
eign countries in American private busi-
nesses, trade associations, unions, chambers 
of commerce, and local, State, and Federal 
Government agencies, located in or outside 
the United States; and

(2) by financing visits and interchanges be-
tween the United States and countries in tran-
sition from totalitarianism to democracy.

The program under this section shall be coordi-
nated by the Department of State. 
(b) Transfer of funds 

The President is authorized to transfer to the 
appropriate appropriations account of the De-
partment of State such sums as the President 
shall determine to be necessary out of the travel 
accounts of the departments and agencies of the 
United States, except for the Department of 
State, as the President shall designate. Such 
transfers shall be subject to the approval of the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate. In addition, the Presi-
dent is authorized to accept such gifts or cost-
sharing arrangements as may be proffered to 
sustain the program under this section. 

(Pub. L. 101–610, title VI, § 602, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3186; Pub. L. 105–277, div. G, subdiv. A, title 
XIII, § 1335(c), Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–787.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act 
of 1961, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 87–256, Sept. 
21, 1961, 75 Stat. 527, as amended, which is classified 
principally to this chapter. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 2451 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the National and Com-
munity Service Act of 1990, and not as part of the Mu-
tual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 
which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–277, § 1335(c)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘Department of State’’ for ‘‘United States In-
formation Agency’’ before period at end. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–277, § 1335(c)(2), in first sen-
tence, substituted ‘‘appropriate appropriations account 
of the Department of State’’ for ‘‘appropriations ac-

count of the United States Information Agency’’ and 
struck out ‘‘and the United States Information Agen-
cy’’ before ‘‘, as the President’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–277 effective Oct. 1, 1999, 
see section 1301 of Pub. L. 105–277, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note under section 6531 of this title. 

§ 2452b. International expositions 
(a) Limitation 

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this 
section and notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, the Department of State may not obli-
gate or expend any funds appropriated to the De-
partment of State for a United States pavilion 
or other major exhibit at any international ex-
position or world’s fair registered by the Bureau 
of International Expositions in excess of 
amounts expressly authorized and appropriated 
for such purpose. 
(b) Exceptions 

(1) In general 
The Department of State is authorized to 

utilize its personnel and resources to carry out 
the responsibilities of the Department for the 
following: 

(A) Administrative services, including 
legal and other advice and contract adminis-
tration, under section 2452(a)(3) of this title 
related to United States participation in 
international fairs and expositions abroad. 
Such administrative services may not in-
clude capital expenses, operating expenses, 
or travel or related expenses (other than 
such expenses as are associated with the pro-
vision of administrative services by employ-
ees of the Department of State). 

(B) Activities under section 2455(f) of this 
title with respect to encouraging foreign 
governments, international organizations, 
and private individuals, firms, associations, 
agencies and other groups to participate in 
international fairs and expositions and to 
make contributions to be utilized for United 
States participation in international fairs 
and expositions. 

(C) Encouraging private support of United 
States pavilions and exhibits at inter-
national fairs and expositions. 

(2) Statutory construction 
Nothing in this subsection authorizes the 

use of funds appropriated to the Department 
of State to make payments for—

(A) contracts, grants, or other agreements 
with any other party to carry out the activi-
ties described in this subsection; or 

(B) the satisfaction of any legal claim or 
judgment or the costs of litigation brought 
against the Department of State arising 
from activities described in this subsection. 

(c) Notification 
No funds made available to the Department of 

State by any Federal agency to be used for a 
United States pavilion or other major exhibit at 
any international exposition or world’s fair reg-
istered by the Bureau of International Expo-
sitions may be obligated or expended unless the 
appropriate congressional committees are noti-


