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SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 257 of this title. 

§ 257. Arrest of seamen; procedure generally 

In all cases within the purview of section 256 
of this title the consul general, consul, or other 
consular or commercial authority of such for-
eign nation charged with the appropriate duty 
in the particular case, may make application to 
any court of record of the United States, or to 
any judge thereof, or to any United States mag-
istrate judge, setting forth that such con-
troversy, difficulty, or disorder has arisen, brief-
ly stating the nature thereof, and when and 
where the same occurred, and exhibiting a cer-
tified copy or extract of the shipping articles, 
roll, or other proper paper of the vessel, to the 
effect that the person in question is of the crew 
or ship’s company of such vessel; and further 
stating and certifying that such person has 
withdrawn himself, or is believed to be about to 
withdraw himself, from the control and dis-
cipline of the master and officers of the vessel or 
that he has refused, or is about to refuse, to sub-
mit to and obey the lawful jurisdiction of such 
consular or commercial authority in the prem-
ises; and further stating and certifying that, to 
the best of the knowledge and belief of the offi-
cer certifying, such person is not a citizen of the 
United States. Such application shall be in writ-
ing and duly authenticated by the consular or 
other sufficient official seal. Thereupon such 
court, judge, or magistrate judge shall issue his 
warrant for the arrest of the person so com-
plained of, directed to the marshal of the United 
States for the appropriate district, or in his dis-
cretion to any person, being a citizen of the 
United States, whom he may specially depute 
for the purpose, requiring such person to be 
brought before him for examination at a certain 
time and place. 

(R.S. § 4080; May 28, 1896, ch. 252, § 19, 29 Stat. 184; 
Mar. 2, 1901, ch. 814, 31 Stat. 956; Pub. L. 90–578, 
title IV, § 402(b)(2), Oct. 17, 1968, 82 Stat. 1118; 
Pub. L. 101–650, title III, § 321, Dec. 1, 1990, 104 
Stat. 5117.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 4080 derived from act June 11, 1864, ch. 116, § 2, 
13 Stat. 121. 

Act Mar. 2, 1901, provided in part that all acts or 
parts of acts applicable to commissioners of the circuit 
court, except as to appointment and fees, shall be appli-
cable to United States commissioners. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Act May 28, 1896, abolished the circuit court and re-
quired the district court to appoint persons to be 
known as United States commissioners. 

‘‘United States magistrate judge’’ and ‘‘magistrate 
judge’’ substituted in text for ‘‘United States mag-
istrate’’ and ‘‘magistrate’’, respectively, pursuant to 
section 321 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as a note under 
section 631 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Proce-
dure. Previously, ‘‘magistrate’’ substituted for ‘‘com-
missioner’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 90–578. See chapter 43 
(§ 631 et seq.) of Title 28. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 256, 258 of this 
title. 

§ 258. Commitment and discharge 

If, on such examination, it is made to appear 
that the person so arrested is a citizen of the 
United States, he shall be forthwith discharged 
from arrest, and shall be left to the ordinary 
course of law. But if this is not made to appear, 
and such court, judge, or magistrate judge finds, 
upon the papers referred to in section 257 of this 
title, a sufficient prima facie case that the mat-
ter concerns only the internal order and dis-
cipline of such foreign vessel, or whether in its 
nature civil or criminal, does not affect directly 
the execution of the laws of the United States, 
or the rights and duties of any citizen of the 
United States, he shall forthwith, by his war-
rant, commit such person to prison, where pris-
oners under sentence of a court of the United 
States may be lawfully committed, or, in his 
discretion, to the master or chief officer of such 
foreign vessel, to be subject to the lawful orders, 
control, and discipline of such master or chief 
officer, and to the jurisdiction of the consular or 
commercial authority of the nation to which 
such vessel belongs, to the exclusion of any au-
thority or jurisdiction in the premises of the 
United States or any State thereof. No person 
shall be detained more than two months after 
his arrest, but at the end of that time shall be 
set at liberty and shall not again be arrested for 
the same cause. The expenses of the arrest and 
the detention of the person so arrested shall be 
paid by the consular officers making the appli-
cation: Provided, That nothing in this section or 
section 257 of this title shall authorize the arrest 
or imprisonment of officers and seamen desert-
ing or charged with desertion from merchant 
vessels of foreign nations in the United States 
and Territories and possessions thereof, and the 
cooperation, aid, and protection of competent 
legal authorities in effecting such arrest or im-
prisonment. 

(R.S. § 4081; Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 153, §§ 16, 17, 38 Stat. 
1184; Pub. L. 90–578, title IV, § 402(b)(2), Oct. 17, 
1968, 82 Stat. 1118; Pub. L. 101–650, title III, § 321, 
Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5117.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 4081 derived from act June 11, 1864, ch. 116, § 2, 
13 Stat. 121. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Words ‘‘magistrate judge’’ substituted in text for 
‘‘magistrate’’ pursuant to section 321 of Pub. L. 101–650, 
set out as a note under section 631 of Title 28, Judiciary 
and Judicial Procedure. Previously, ‘‘magistrate’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘commissioner’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 90–578. 
See chapter 43 (§ 631 et seq.) of Title 28. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 256 of this title. 

§ 258a. Enforcement of awards of foreign consuls 

The district courts and the United States mag-
istrate judges shall have power to carry into ef-
fect, according to the true intent and meaning 
thereof, the award or arbitration or decree of 
any consul, vice consul or commercial agent of 
any foreign nation, made or rendered by virtue 
of authority conferred on him as such consul, 
vice consul, or commercial agent, to sit as judge 
or arbitrator in such differences as may arise be-


