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diction and to conduct any or all proceedings in
this case including a jury or nonjury trial, and
entry of a final judgment. Exercise of this juris-
diction by a magistrate judge is, however, per-
mitted only if all parties voluntarily consent.

You may, without adverse substantive conse-
quences, withhold your consent, but this will
prevent the court’s jurisdiction from being exer-
cised by a magistrate judge. If any party with-
holds consent, the identity of the parties con-
senting or withholding consent will not be com-
municated to any magistrate judge or to the dis-
trict judge to whom the case has been assigned.

An appeal from a judgment entered by a mag-
istrate judge may be taken directly to the
United States court of appeals for this judicial
circuit in the same manner as an appeal from
any other judgment of a district court.

Copies of the Form for the ‘‘Consent to Juris-
diction by a United States Magistrate Judge’’
are available from the clerk of the court.

(As added Apr. 28, 1983, eff. Aug. 1, 1983; amended
Apr. 22, 1993, eff. Dec. 1, 1993; Apr. 11, 1997, eff.
Dec. 1, 1997.)

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1993
AMENDMENT

This form, together with Form 34, is revised in light
of the Judicial Improvements Act of 1990. Section 308
modified 28 U.S.C. §636(c)(2) to enhance the potential of
parties consenting to trial before a magistrate judge.
While the exercise of jurisdiction by a magistrate judge
remains dependent on the voluntary consent of the par-
ties, the statute provides that the parties should be ad-
vised, and may be reminded, of the availability of this
option and eliminates the proscription against judicial
suggestions of the potential benefits of referral pro-
vided the parties are also advised that they ‘‘are free to
withhold consent without adverse substantive conse-
quences.” The parties may be advised if the withhold-
ing of consent will result in a potential delay in trial.

Form 34. Consent to Exercise of Jurisdiction by
a United States Magistrate Judge

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF

Plaintiff,
vS. Docket No.
Defendant.

CONSENT TO JURISDICTION BY A UNITED
STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE

In accordance with the provisions of Title 28,
U.S.C. §636(c), the undersigned party or parties
to the above-captioned civil matter hereby vol-
untarily consent to have a United States mag-
istrate judge conduct any and all further pro-
ceedings in the case, including trial, and order
the entry of a final judgment.

Date Signature

Note: Return this form to the Clerk of the Court
if you consent to jurisdiction by a magistrate
judge. Do not send a copy of this form to any
district judge or magistrate judge.

(As added Apr. 28, 1983, eff. Aug. 1, 1983; amended

Apr. 22, 1993, eff. Dec. 1, 1993; Apr. 11, 1997, eff.
Dec. 1, 1997.)

TITLE 28, APPENDIX—RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Form 35

Form 34A. Order of Reference

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF

Plaintiff,
vS. Docket No.
Defendant.

ORDER OF REFERENCE

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above-cap-
tioned matter be referred to United States Mag-
istrate Judge for all further pro-
ceedings and entry of judgment in accordance
with Title 28, U.S.C. §636(c) and the consent of
the parties.

U.S. District Judge
(As added Apr. 22, 1993, eff. Dec. 1, 1993.)

Form 35. Report of Parties’ Planning Meeting
[Caption and Names of Parties]
1. Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(f), a meeting

was held on (date) at
(place) and was attended by:
(name) for plaintiff(s)
(name) for defendant(s)
(party name)
(name) for defendant(s)

(party name)

2. Pre-Discovery Disclosures. The parties

[have exchanged] [will exchange by
(date) ] the information required by
[Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(a)(1)] [local rule 1.

3. Discovery Plan. The parties jointly propose
to the court the following discovery plan: [Use
separate paragraphs or subparagraphs as nec-
essary if parties disagree.]

Discovery will be needed on the following
subjects: (brief description of sub-
jects on which discovery will be need-
ed)

All discovery commenced in time to be com-

pleted by (date) . [Discovery on
(issue for early discovery) to be
completed by (date) N

Maximum of  interrogatories by each
party to any other party. [Responses due
~days after service.]

Maximum of  requests for admission by
each party to any other party. [Responses
due  days after service.]

Maximum of depositions by plain-
tiff(s) and by defendant(s).

Each deposition [other than of ]
limited to maximum of @ hours unless
extended by agreement of parties.

Reports from retained experts under Rule
26(a)(2) due:

from plaintiff(s) by  (date)
from defendant(s) by  (date)

Supplementations under Rule 26(e)

(time(s) or interval(s))

due

4. Other Items. [Use separate paragraphs or
subparagraphs as necessary if parties disagree.]
The parties [request] [do not request] a con-
ference with the court before entry of the
scheduling order.
The parties request a pretrial conference in
(month and year)



