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RULES OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

(Adopted January 11, 1999, effective May 3, 1999) 

PART I. THE COURT 

Rule 

1. Clerk. 
2. Library. 
3. Term. 
4. Sessions and Quorum. 

PART II. ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

5. Admission to the Bar. 
6. Argument Pro Hac Vice. 
7. Prohibition Against Practice. 
8. Disbarment and Disciplinary Action. 
9. Appearance of Counsel. 

PART III. JURISDICTION ON WRIT OF CERTIORARI 

10. Considerations Governing Review on Certio-
rari. 

11. Certiorari to a United States Court of Ap-
peals Before Judgment. 

12. Review on Certiorari: How Sought; Parties. 
13. Review on Certiorari: Time for Petitioning. 
14. Content of a Petition for a Writ of Certiorari. 
15. Briefs in Opposition; Reply Briefs; Supple-

mental Briefs. 
16. Disposition of a Petition for a Writ of Certio-

rari. 

PART IV. OTHER JURISDICTION 

17. Procedure in an Original Action. 
18. Appeal from a United States District Court. 
19. Procedure on a Certified Question. 
20. Procedure on a Petition for an Extraordinary 

Writ. 

PART V. MOTIONS AND APPLICATIONS 

21. Motions to the Court. 
22. Applications to Individual Justices. 
23. Stays. 

PART VI. BRIEFS ON THE MERITS AND ORAL ARGUMENT 

24. Briefs on the Merits: In General. 
25. Briefs on the Merits: Number of Copies and 

Time to File. 
26. Joint Appendix. 
27. Calendar. 
28. Oral Argument. 

PART VII. PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE 

29. Filing and Service of Documents; Special No-
tifications; Corporate Listing. 

30. Computation and Extension of Time. 
31. Translations. 
32. Models, Diagrams, and Exhibits. 
33. Document Preparation: Booklet Format; 81⁄2- 

by 11-Inch Paper Format. 
34. Document Preparation: General Require-

ments. 
35. Death, Substitution, and Revivor; Public Offi-

cers. 
36. Custody of Prisoners in Habeas Corpus Pro-

ceedings. 
37. Brief for an Amicus Curiae. 
38. Fees. 

Rule 

39. Proceedings In Forma Pauperis. 
40. Veterans, Seamen, and Military Cases. 

PART VIII. DISPOSITION OF CASES 

41. Opinions of the Court. 
42. Interest and Damages. 
43. Costs. 
44. Rehearing. 
45. Process; Mandates. 
46. Dismissing Cases. 

PART IX. DEFINITIONS AND EFFECTIVE DATE 

47. Reference to ‘‘State Court’’ and ‘‘State Law’’. 
48. Effective Date of Rules. 

PART I. THE COURT 

Rule 1. Clerk 

1. The Clerk receives documents for filing with 
the Court and has authority to reject any sub-
mitted filing that does not comply with these 
Rules. 

2. The Clerk maintains the Court’s records and 
will not permit any of them to be removed from 
the Court building except as authorized by the 
Court. Any document filed with the Clerk and 
made a part of the Court’s records may not 
thereafter be withdrawn from the official Court 
files. After the conclusion of proceedings in this 
Court, original records and documents transmit-
ted to this Court by any other court will be re-
turned to the court from which they were re-
ceived. 

3. Unless the Court or the Chief Justice orders 
otherwise, the Clerk’s office is open from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except on fed-
eral legal holidays listed in 5 U.S.C. § 6103. 

Rule 2. Library 

1. The Court’s library is available for use by 
appropriate personnel of this Court, members of 
the Bar of this Court, Members of Congress and 
their legal staffs, and attorneys for the United 
States and for federal departments and agencies. 

2. The library’s hours are governed by regula-
tions made by the Librarian with the approval 
of the Chief Justice or the Court. 

3. Library books may not be removed from the 
Court building, except by a Justice or a member 
of a Justice’s staff. 

Rule 3. Term 

The Court holds a continuous annual Term 
commencing on the first Monday in October and 
ending on the day before the first Monday in Oc-
tober of the following year. See 28 U.S.C. § 2. At 
the end of each Term, all cases pending on the 
docket are continued to the next Term. 
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Rule 4. Sessions and Quorum 

1. Open sessions of the Court are held begin-
ning at 10 a.m. on the first Monday in October 
of each year, and thereafter as announced by the 
Court. Unless it orders otherwise, the Court sits 
to hear arguments from 10 a.m. until noon and 
from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. 

2. Six Members of the Court constitute a 
quorum. See 28 U.S.C. § 1. In the absence of a 
quorum on any day appointed for holding a ses-
sion of the Court, the Justices attending—or if 
no Justice is present, the Clerk or a Deputy 
Clerk—may announce that the Court will not 
meet until there is a quorum. 

3. When appropriate, the Court will direct the 
Clerk or the Marshal to announce recesses. 

PART II. ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

Rule 5. Admission to the Bar 

1. To qualify for admission to the Bar of this 
Court, an applicant must have been admitted to 
practice in the highest court of a State, Com-
monwealth, Territory or Possession, or the Dis-
trict of Columbia for a period of at least three 
years immediately before the date of applica-
tion; must not have been the subject of any ad-
verse disciplinary action pronounced or in effect 
during that 3-year period; and must appear to 
the Court to be of good moral and professional 
character. 

2. Each applicant shall file with the Clerk (1) 
a certificate from the presiding judge, clerk, or 
other authorized official of that court evidenc-
ing the applicant’s admission to practice there 
and the applicant’s current good standing, and 
(2) a completely executed copy of the form ap-
proved by this Court and furnished by the Clerk 
containing (a) the applicant’s personal state-
ment, and (b) the statement of two sponsors en-
dorsing the correctness of the applicant’s state-
ment, stating that the applicant possesses all 
the qualifications required for admission, and 
affirming that the applicant is of good moral 
and professional character. Both sponsors must 
be members of the Bar of this Court who person-
ally know, but are not related to, the applicant. 

3. If the documents submitted demonstrate 
that the applicant possesses the necessary quali-
fications, and if the applicant has signed the 
oath or affirmation and paid the required fee, 
the Clerk will notify the applicant of acceptance 
by the Court as a member of the Bar and issue 
a certificate of admission. An applicant who so 
wishes may be admitted in open court on oral 
motion by a member of the Bar of this Court, 
provided that all other requirements for admis-
sion have been satisfied. 

4. Each applicant shall sign the following oath 
or affirmation: I, ..............., do solemnly swear 
(or affirm) that as an attorney and as a coun-
selor of this Court, I will conduct myself up-
rightly and according to law, and that I will sup-
port the Constitution of the United States. 

5. The fee for admission to the Bar and a cer-
tificate bearing the seal of the Court is $100, 
payable to the United States Supreme Court. 
The Marshal will deposit such fees in a separate 
fund to be disbursed by the Marshal at the direc-
tion of the Chief Justice for the costs of admis-

sions, for the benefit of the Court and its Bar, 
and for related purposes. 

6. The fee for a duplicate certificate of admis-
sion to the Bar bearing the seal of the Court is 
$15, and the fee for a certificate of good standing 
is $10, payable to the United States Supreme 
Court. The proceeds will be maintained by the 
Marshal as provided in paragraph 5 of this Rule. 

Rule 6. Argument Pro Hac Vice 

1. An attorney not admitted to practice in the 
highest court of a State, Commonwealth, Terri-
tory or Possession, or the District of Columbia 
for the requisite three years, but otherwise eli-
gible for admission to practice in this Court 
under Rule 5.1, may be permitted to argue pro 
hac vice. 

2. An attorney qualified to practice in the 
courts of a foreign state may be permitted to 
argue pro hac vice. 

3. Oral argument pro hac vice is allowed only 
on motion of the counsel of record for the party 
on whose behalf leave is requested. The motion 
shall state concisely the qualifications of the at-
torney who is to argue pro hac vice. It shall be 
filed with the Clerk, in the form required by 
Rule 21, no later than the date on which the re-
spondent’s or appellee’s brief on the merits is 
due to be filed, and it shall be accompanied by 
proof of service as required by Rule 29. 

Rule 7. Prohibition Against Practice 

No employee of this Court shall practice as an 
attorney or counselor in any court or before any 
agency of government while employed by the 
Court; nor shall any person after leaving such 
employment participate in any professional ca-
pacity in any case pending before this Court or 
in any case being considered for filing in this 
Court, until two years have elapsed after separa-
tion; nor shall a former employee ever partici-
pate in any professional capacity in any case 
that was pending in this Court during the em-
ployee’s tenure. 

Rule 8. Disbarment and Disciplinary Action 

1. Whenever a member of the Bar of this Court 
has been disbarred or suspended from practice in 
any court of record, or has engaged in conduct 
unbecoming a member of the Bar of this Court, 
the Court will enter an order suspending that 
member from practice before this Court and af-
fording the member an opportunity to show 
cause, within 40 days, why a disbarment order 
should not be entered. Upon response, or if no 
response is timely filed, the Court will enter an 
appropriate order. 

2. After reasonable notice and an opportunity 
to show cause why disciplinary action should 
not be taken, and after a hearing if material 
facts are in dispute, the Court may take any ap-
propriate disciplinary action against any attor-
ney who is admitted to practice before it for 
conduct unbecoming a member of the Bar or for 
failure to comply with these Rules or any Rule 
or order of the Court. 

Rule 9. Appearance of Counsel 

1. An attorney seeking to file a document in 
this Court in a representative capacity must 


