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3. No mandate or other process will issue on a 
dismissal under this Rule without an order of 
the Court. 

PART IX. DEFINITIONS AND EFFECTIVE 
DATE 

Rule 47. Reference to ‘‘State Court’’ and ‘‘State 
Law’’ 

The term ‘‘state court,’’ when used in these 
Rules, includes the District of Columbia Court 
of Appeals and the Supreme Court of the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico. See 28 U.S.C. §§ 1257 
and 1258. References in these Rules to the com-

mon law and statutes of a State include the 
common law and statutes of the District of Co-
lumbia and of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico. 

Rule 48. Effective Date of Rules 

1. These Rules, adopted January 11, 1999, will 
be effective May 3, 1999. 

2. The Rules govern all proceedings after their 
effective date except to the extent that, in the 
opinion of the Court, their application to a 
pending matter would not be feasible or would 
work an injustice, in which event the former 
procedure applies. 


