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ment to insure adequate utilization of the lands 
for the purposes for which they were withdrawn 
or acquired. Geothermal leases for lands to 
which section 818 of title 16 is applicable, may be 
issued only with the consent of, and subject to, 
such terms and conditions as the Secretary of 
Energy may prescribe to insure adequate utili-
zation of such lands for power and related pur-
poses. 
(c) Exemption of certain Federal lands 

Geothermal leases under this chapter shall not 
be issued for lands administered in accordance 
with (1) sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of title 16, as 
amended or supplemented, (2) for lands within a 
national recreation area, (3) for lands in a fish 
hatchery administered by the Secretary, wildlife 
refuge, wildlife range, game range, wildlife man-
agement area, waterfowl production area, or for 
lands acquired or reserved for the protection and 
conservation of fish and wildlife that are threat-
ened with extinction, (4) for tribally or individ-
ually owned Indian trust or restricted lands, 
within or without the boundaries of Indian res-
ervations. 

(Pub. L. 91–581, § 15, Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1571; 
Pub. L. 95–91, title III, § 301(b), title VII, §§ 703, 
707, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 578, 606, 607.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary of Energy’’ substituted for ‘‘Federal 
Power Commission’’ in subsec. (b) pursuant to sections 
301(b), 703, and 707 of Pub. L. 95–91, which are classified 
to sections 7151(b), 7293, and 7297 of Title 42, The Public 
Health and Welfare, and which terminated Federal 
Power Commission and transferred its functions (with 
certain exceptions) to Secretary of Energy. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 1002 of this title. 

§ 1015. Citizenship requirement for lessees 
Leases under this chapter may be issued only 

to citizens of the United States, associations of 
such citizens, corporations organized under the 
laws of the United States or of any State or the 
District of Columbia, or governmental units, in-
cluding, without limitation, municipalities. 

(Pub. L. 91–581, § 16, Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1571.) 

§ 1016. Administration; multiple use of lands and 
resources; coexistence of other leases; recip-
rocal and reasonable operational inter-
ference between geothermal and other leases 

Administration of this chapter shall be under 
the principles of multiple use of lands and re-
sources, and geothermal leases shall, insofar as 
feasible, allow for coexistence of other leases of 
the same lands for deposits of minerals under 
the laws applicable to them, for the location and 
production of claims under the mining laws, and 
for other uses of the areas covered by them. Op-
erations under such other leases or for such 
other uses, however, shall not unreasonably 
interfere with or endanger operations under any 
lease issued pursuant to this chapter, nor shall 
operations under leases so issued unreasonably 
interfere with or endanger operations under any 
lease, license, claim, or permit issued pursuant 
to the provisions of any other Act. 

(Pub. L. 91–581, § 17, Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1571.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The mining laws, referred to in text, are classified 
generally to this title. 

§ 1017. Cooperative or unit plan of development 
or operation of geothermal pool, field, or like 
area; public interest; determination and cer-
tification; regulations; protection of parties 
in interest; authority respecting rate of 
prospecting, development, and production; 
five year review; leases excepted from con-
trol for purposes of State acreage limitation 

For the purpose of properly conserving the 
natural resources of any geothermal pool, field, 
or like area, or any part thereof, lessees thereof 
and their representatives may unite with each 
other, or jointly or separately with others, in 
collectively adopting and operating under a co-
operative or unit plan of development or oper-
ation of such pool, field, or like area, or any 
part thereof, whenever this is determined and 
certified by the Secretary to be necessary or ad-
visable in the public interest. The Secretary 
may in his discretion and with the consent of 
the holders of leases involved, establish, alter, 
change, revoke, and make such regulations with 
reference to such leases in connection with the 
institution and operation of any such coopera-
tive or unit plan as he may deem necessary or 
proper to secure reasonable protection of the 
public interest. He may include in geothermal 
leases a provision requiring the lessee to operate 
under such a reasonable cooperative or unit 
plan, and he may prescribe such a plan under 
which such lessee shall operate, which shall ade-
quately protect the rights of all parties in inter-
est, including the United States. Any such plan 
may, in the discretion of the Secretary, provide 
for vesting in the Secretary or any other person, 
committee, or Federal or State agency des-
ignated therein, authority to alter or modify 
from time to time the rate of prospecting and 
development and the quantity and rate of pro-
duction under such plan. All leases operated 
under any such plan approved or prescribed by 
the Secretary shall be excepted in determining 
holdings or control for the purposes of section 
1006 of this title. 

No more than five years after approval of any 
cooperative or unit plan of development or oper-
ation, and at least every five years thereafter, 
the Secretary shall review each such plan and, 
after notice and opportunity for comment, 
eliminate from inclusion in such plan any lease 
or part of a lease not regarded as reasonably 
necessary to cooperative or unit operations 
under the plan. In the case of a cooperative or 
unit plan approved before September 22, 1988, 
the Secretary shall complete such review and 
elimination within 5 years after September 22, 
1988. Such elimination shall be based on sci-
entific evidence, and shall occur only when it is 
determined by the Secretary to be for the pur-
pose of conserving and properly managing the 
geothermal resource. Any lease or part of a 
lease so eliminated shall be eligible for an ex-
tension under subsection (c) or (g) of section 1005 
of this title if it separately meets the require-
ments for such an extension. 

When separate tracts cannot be independently 
developed and operated in conformity with an 


