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ters of the United States or transfer cargo or
residue in any port or place under the jurisdic-
tion of the United States, if such vessel—

(1) has a history of accidents, pollution inci-
dents, or serious repair problems which, as de-
termined by the Secretary, creates reason to
believe that such vessel may be unsafe or may
create a threat to the marine environment; or

(2) fails to comply with any applicable regu-
lation issued under this chapter, chapter 37 of
title 46, or under any other applicable law or
treaty; or

(3) discharges oil or hazardous material in
violation of any law of the United States or in
a manner or quantities inconsistent with the
provisions of any treaty to which the United
States is a party; or

(4) does not comply with any applicable ves-
sel traffic service requirements; or

(6) is manned by one or more officers who
are licensed by a certificating state which the
Secretary has determined, pursuant to section
9101 of title 46, does not have standards for li-
censing and certification of seafarers which
are comparable to or more stringent than
United States standards or international
standards which are accepted by the United
States; or

(6) is not manned in compliance with man-
ning levels as determined by the Secretary to
be necessary to insure the safe navigation of
the vessel; or

(7) while underway, does not have at least
one licensed deck officer on the navigation
bridge who is capable of clearly understanding
English.

(b) Exceptions

The Secretary may allow provisional entry of
a vessel not in compliance with subsection (a) of
this section, if the owner or operator of such
vessel proves, to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary, that such vessel is not unsafe or a threat
to the marine environment, and if such entry is
necessary for the safety of the vessel or persons
aboard. In addition, paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and
(4) of subsection (a) of this section shall not
apply if the owner or operator of such vessel
proves, to the satisfaction of the Secretary, that
such vessel is no longer unsafe or a threat to the
marine environment, and is no longer in viola-
tion of any applicable law, treaty, regulation or
condition, as appropriate. Clauses (5) and (6) of
subsection (a) of this section shall become appli-
cable eighteen months after October 17, 1978.

(Pub. L. 92-340, §9, as added Pub. L. 95474, §2,
Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1476; amended Pub. L.
101-380, title IV, §4106(c), Aug. 18, 1990, 104 Stat.
514.)

AMENDMENTS

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101-380, §4106(c)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘chapter 37 of title 46>’ for ‘‘section 4417a of the
Revised Statutes, as amended’ in provisions preceding
par. (1) and in par. (2) and substituted ‘‘section 9101 of
title 46>’ for ‘‘section 4417a(11) of the Revised Statutes,
as amended”’ in par. (5).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 101-380 applicable to incidents
occurring after Aug. 18, 1990, see section 1020 of Pub. L.
101-380, set out as an Effective Date note under section
2701 of this title.
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SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 1223, 1232, 1911
of this title.

§ 1229. Applicability

This chapter shall not apply to the Panama
Canal. The authority granted to the Secretary
under sections 1223, 1224, and 1225 of this title
shall not be delegated with respect to the Saint
Lawrence Seaway to any agency other than the
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corpora-
tion. Any other authority granted the Secretary
under this chapter shall be delegated to the
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corpora-
tion to the extent he determines such delegation
is necessary for the proper operation of the
Saint Lawrence Seaway.

(Pub. L. 92-340, §10, as added Pub. L. 95474, §2,
Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1477; amended Pub. L.
98-557, §29(h), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2875.)

AMENDMENTS

1984—Pub. L. 98-557 struck out reference to section
1226 of this title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 1911 of this title.

§ 1230. International agreements

(a) Transmittal of regulations

The Secretary shall transmit, via the Sec-
retary of State, to appropriate international
bodies or forums, any regulations issued under
this chapter, for consideration as international
standards.

(b) Agreements

The President is authorized and encouraged
to—

(1) enter into negotiations and conclude and
execute agreements with neighboring nations,
to establish compatible vessel standards and
vessel traffic services, and to establish, oper-
ate, and maintain international vessel traffic
services, in areas and under circumstances of
mutual concern; and

(2) enter into negotiations, through appro-
priate international bodies, and conclude and
execute agreements to establish vessel traffic
services in appropriate areas of the high seas.

(c) Operations

The Secretary, pursuant to any agreement ne-
gotiated under subsection (b) of this section
which is binding upon the United States in ac-
cordance with constitutional requirements,
may—

(1) require vessels in the vessel traffic serv-
ice area to utilize or to comply with the vessel
traffic service, including the carrying or in-
stallation of equipment and devices as nec-
essary for the use of the service; and

(2) waive, by order or regulation, the appli-
cation of any United States law or regulation
concerning the design, construction, oper-
ation, equipment, personnel qualifications,
and manning standards for vessels operating
in waters over which the United States exer-
cises jurisdiction if such vessel is not en route
to or from a United States port or place, and



