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of Title 5 and section 1028 of former Title 31, and enact-
ing provisions set out as notes under this section and 
sections 201, 601, 1001, 1003, 1201, 2002, 2004, 3010, and 3621 
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Postal Reorganization 
Act’.’’

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 404, 1003, 2401, 
5001 of this title. 

§ 102. Definitions 
As used in this title—

(1) ‘‘Postal Service’’ means the United 
States Postal Service established by section 
201 of this title; 

(2) ‘‘Board of Governors’’, and ‘‘Board’’, un-
less the context otherwise requires, mean the 
Board of Governors established under section 
202 of this title; 

(3) ‘‘Governors’’ means the 9 members of the 
Board of Governors appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, under section 202(a) of this title; 
and 

(4) ‘‘Inspector General’’ means the Inspector 
General appointed under section 202(e) of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 720; Pub. L. 
104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(f) [title VI, 
§ 662(a)(2)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–314, 
3009–379.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Par. (4). Pub. L. 104–208 added par. (4). 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to Resolution 
No. 71–9 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of 
Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 
of this title.

CHAPTER 2—ORGANIZATION 
Sec. 
201. United States Postal Service. 
202. Board of Governors. 
203. Postmaster General; Deputy Postmaster Gen-

eral. 
204. General Counsel; Judicial Officer; Chief Post-

al Inspector. 
205. Procedures of the Board of Governors. 
206. Advisory Council. 
207. Seal. 
208. Reservation of powers. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(f) [title VI, 
§ 662(f)(2)(B)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–314, 3009–383, 
in item 204 substituted ‘‘General Counsel; Judicial Offi-
cer; Chief Postal Inspector’’ for ‘‘Assistant Postmasters 
General; General Counsel; Judicial Officer’’. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 1003 of this title. 

§ 201. United States Postal Service 

There is established, as an independent estab-
lishment of the executive branch of the Govern-
ment of the United States, the United States 
Postal Service. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 720.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to Resolution 
No. 71–9 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 
of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS; ABOLITION OF OFFICE 

Section 4(a) of Pub. L. 91–375 provided that: ‘‘There 
are hereby transferred to the United States Postal 
Service all the functions, powers, and duties of the Post 
Office Department and the Postmaster General of the 
Post Office Department, and the Post Office Depart-
ment and the office of Postmaster General of the Post 
Office Department are abolished.’’

Provisions of section 4(a) of Pub. L. 91–375 effective 
within 1 year after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established 
therefor by the Board of Governors of the United States 
Postal Service and published by it in the Federal Reg-
ister, see section 15(a) of Pub. L. 91–375, set out as an 
Effective Date note preceding section 101 of this title. 

INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL 
SERVICE 

Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(f) [title VI, 
§ 662(e)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–314, 3009–382, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(1) FIRST APPOINTMENT.—The first Inspector General 
of the United States Postal Service appointed pursuant 
to the amendments made by this section [amending 
sections 102, 202, 204, 410, and 1003 of this title, section 
5315 of Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees, and section 8G of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
Pub. L. 95–452, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, and 
renumbering another section 8G of the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978 as 8H] shall be appointed before the end 
of the 90-day period beginning on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Sept. 30, 1996]. 

‘‘(2) TRANSFERS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—All measures described in sec-

tion 8G(b) of the Inspector General Act of 1978 nec-
essary to establish an Office of Inspector General 
within the United States Postal Service pursuant to 
this section, including all appropriate transfers, shall 
occur—

‘‘(i) no earlier than the date the appointment 
under paragraph (1) is made; and 

‘‘(ii) no later than 60 days after the date the ap-
pointment under paragraph (1) is made. 
‘‘(B) PROVISIONS RELATING TO PERSONNEL.—

‘‘(i) CONSULTATION.—Decisions concerning which 
personnel are to be transferred pursuant to sub-
paragraph (A) shall be made by the Governors 
(within the meaning of section 102(3) of title 39, 
United States Code) in consultation with the In-
spector General appointed under paragraph (1).

‘‘(3) TRANSITION PROVISION.—The Chief Postal Inspec-
tor may continue to serve as Inspector General of the 
United States Postal Service until the date on which 
an Inspector General is appointed under paragraph (1) 
or, if earlier, the end of the period referred to in such 
paragraph. Compensation for any service under this 
paragraph shall be determined as if this section had not 
been enacted.’’

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 102 of this title; 
title 42 section 15386. 

§ 202. Board of Governors 

(a) The exercise of the power of the Postal 
Service shall be directed by a Board of Gov-
ernors composed of 11 members appointed in ac-
cordance with this section. Nine of the mem-
bers, to be known as Governors, shall be ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, not more than 5 of 
whom may be adherents of the same political 
party. The Governors shall elect a Chairman 
from among the members of the Board. The Gov-
ernors shall be chosen to represent the public in-


