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CHAPTER 1—ORGANIZATION 
Sec. 
101. Purpose. 
102. Department of Transportation. 
103. Federal Railroad Administration. 
104. Federal Highway Administration. 
105. National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-

tion. 
106. Federal Aviation Administration. 
107. Federal Transit Administration. 
108. Coast Guard. 
109. Maritime Administration. 
110. Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Cor-

poration. 
111. Bureau of Transportation Statistics. 
112. Research and Special Programs Administra-

tion. 
113. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration. 
114. Transportation Security Administration. 
115. Transportation Security Oversight Board. 

AMENDMENTS 

2001—Pub. L. 107–71, title I, §§ 101(b), 102(d), Nov. 19, 
2001, 115 Stat. 602, 605, added items 114 and 115. 

1999—Pub. L. 106–159, title I, § 101(c)(1), Dec. 9, 1999, 113 
Stat. 1751, added item 113. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–272, § 4(j)(5)(B), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1366, as amended by Pub. L. 103–429, § 7(a)(3)(C), Oct. 31, 
1994, 108 Stat. 4388, struck out first item 110 ‘‘St. Law-
rence Seaway Development Corporation’’. 

1992—Pub. L. 102–508, title IV, § 401(b), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 3310, added item 112. 

1991—Pub. L. 102–240, title III, § 3004(c)(3), title VI, 
§ 6006(c), Dec. 18, 1991, 105 Stat. 2088, 2174, substituted 
‘‘Federal Transit Administration’’ for ‘‘Urban Mass 
Transportation Administration’’ in item 107 and added 
second item 110 and item 111. 

§ 101. Purpose 
(a) The national objectives of general welfare, 

economic growth and stability, and security of 
the United States require the development of 
transportation policies and programs that con-
tribute to providing fast, safe, efficient, and con-
venient transportation at the lowest cost con-
sistent with those and other national objectives, 
including the efficient use and conservation of 
the resources of the United States. 

(b) A Department of Transportation is nec-
essary in the public interest and to—

(1) ensure the coordinated and effective ad-
ministration of the transportation programs 
of the United States Government; 

(2) make easier the development and im-
provement of coordinated transportation serv-
ice to be provided by private enterprise to the 
greatest extent feasible; 

(3) encourage cooperation of Federal, State, 
and local governments, carriers, labor, and 
other interested persons to achieve transpor-
tation objectives; 

(4) stimulate technological advances in 
transportation, through research and develop-
ment or otherwise; 

(5) provide general leadership in identifying 
and solving transportation problems; and 

(6) develop and recommend to the President 
and Congress transportation policies and pro-
grams to achieve transportation objectives 
considering the needs of the public, users, car-
riers, industry, labor, and national defense. 

(Pub. L. 97–449, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2414; Pub. 
L. 102–240, title VI, § 6018, Dec. 18, 1991, 105 Stat. 
2183.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

101(a) ......... 49:1651(a). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 2(a), (b)(1), 80 Stat. 931. 

101(b) ......... 49:1651(b)(1). 

In subsections (a) and (b), the introductory declara-
tory words are omitted as surplus. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘national objectives of’’ 
are inserted for clarity. The words ‘‘United States’’ are 
substituted for ‘‘Nation’’ and ‘‘Nation’s’’, respectively, 
for consistency. The word ‘‘contribute’’ is substituted 
for ‘‘conducive’’ because the substituted word is more 
commonly used. The word ‘‘those’’ is substituted for 
‘‘utilization’’. 

In subsection (b)(2), the word ‘‘greatest’’ is sub-
stituted for ‘‘maximum’’ for consistency. 

In subsection (b)(3) and (6), the word ‘‘national’’ is 
omitted before ‘‘transportation’’ as unnecessary and for 
consistency. 

In subsection (b)(3), the word ‘‘persons’’ is substituted 
for ‘‘parties’’ as being more precise. 

In subsection (b)(6), the words ‘‘transportation objec-
tives’’ are substituted for ‘‘these objectives’’ for clarity 
and consistency. The words ‘‘full and appropriate’’ and 
‘‘for approval’’ are omitted as surplus. 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 102–240 inserted 
‘‘, through research and development or otherwise’’ 
after ‘‘advances in transportation’’. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–159, § 1(a), Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1748, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] 
may be cited as the ‘Motor Carrier Safety Improvement 
Act of 1999’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1995 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–88, § 1(a), Dec. 29, 1995, 109 Stat. 803, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] 
may be cited as the ‘ICC Termination Act of 1995’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–411, § 1, Oct. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 4236, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 1118, 1131, and 
40102 of this title and enacting provisions set out as 
notes under sections 1131 and 40109 of this title] may be 
cited as the ‘Independent Safety Board Act Amend-
ments of 1994’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1991 AMENDMENT 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 102–240 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[see Tables for classification] may be cited as the 
‘Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 
1991’.’’

CONGRESSIONAL DECLARATION OF POLICY REGARDING 
NATIONAL INTERMODAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

Section 2 of Pub. L. 102–240, which provided that it 
was the policy of the United States to develop a Na-
tional Intermodal Transportation System consisting of 
all forms of transportation in a unified, interconnected 
manner, a National Highway System, improvements in 
public transportation achieving goals for improved air 
quality, energy conservation, international competi-
tiveness, and mobility for elderly persons, persons with 
disabilities, and economically disadvantaged persons, 
was repealed and reenacted as section 5501 of this title 
by Pub. L. 103–272, §§ 1(d), 7(b), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 848, 
1379. 

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Pub. L. 106–159, § 2, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1749, provided 
that: ‘‘In this Act [see Tables for classification], the 
term ‘Secretary’ means the Secretary of Transpor-
tation.’’
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Section 3 of Pub. L. 102–240 provided that: ‘‘As used in 
this Act [see Short Title of 1991 Amendment note set 
out above], the term ‘Secretary’ means the Secretary 
of Transportation.’’

§ 102. Department of Transportation 
(a) The Department of Transportation is an 

executive department of the United States Gov-
ernment at the seat of Government. 

(b) The head of the Department is the Sec-
retary of Transportation. The Secretary is ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. 

(c) The Department has a Deputy Secretary of 
Transportation appointed by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
The Deputy Secretary—

(1) shall carry out duties and powers pre-
scribed by the Secretary; and 

(2) acts for the Secretary when the Sec-
retary is absent or unable to serve or when the 
office of Secretary is vacant.

(d) The Department has an Under Secretary of 
Transportation for Policy appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. The Under Secretary shall provide 
leadership in the development of policy for the 
Department, supervise the policy activities of 
Assistant Secretaries with primary responsi-
bility for aviation, international, and other 
transportation policy development and carry 
out other powers and duties prescribed by the 
Secretary. The Under Secretary acts for the 
Secretary when the Secretary and the Deputy 
Secretary are absent or unable to serve, or when 
the offices of Secretary and Deputy Secretary 
are vacant. 

(e) The Department has 4 Assistant Secre-
taries and a General Counsel appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. The Department also has an Assist-
ant Secretary of Transportation for Administra-
tion appointed in the competitive service by the 
Secretary, with the approval of the President. 
They shall carry out duties and powers pre-
scribed by the Secretary. An Assistant Sec-
retary or the General Counsel, in the order pre-
scribed by the Secretary, acts for the Secretary 
when the Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and 
Under Secretary of Transportation for Policy 
are absent or unable to serve, or when the of-
fices of the Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and 
Under Secretary of Transportation for Policy 
are vacant. 

(f) The Department shall have a seal that shall 
be judicially recognized. 

(Pub. L. 97–449, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2414; Pub. 
L. 98–557, § 26(a), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2873; Pub. 
L. 103–272, § 4(j)(1), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1365; 
Pub. L. 107–295, title II, § 215(a), (c), Nov. 25, 2002, 
116 Stat. 2101, 2102.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

102(a) ......... 49:1652(a) (1st sen-
tence). 

Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 3(a), (c), (d), 80 Stat. 931. 

102(b) ......... 49:1652(a) (less 1st 
sentence). 

102(c) ......... 49:1652(b) (less 
words between pa-
rentheses). 

Oct 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 3(b), 80 Stat. 931; Oct. 28, 
1974, Pub. L. 93–496, § 16(a), 
88 Stat. 1533. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES—CONTINUED

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

102(d) ......... 49:1652(b) (words be-
tween paren-
theses), (c), (d). 

102(e) ......... 49:1657(k). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 9(k), 80 Stat. 946. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘There is hereby estab-
lished’’ and ‘‘to be known as’’ are omitted as executed. 
The words ‘‘(hereafter referred to in this chapter as the 
‘Department’)’’ are omitted as unnecessary because of 
the style used in codifying the revised title. The words 
‘‘of the United States Government’’ are added for clar-
ity. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘(hereafter referred to in 
this chapter as the ‘Secretary’)’’ are omitted as unnec-
essary because of the style used in codifying the revised 
title. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘carry out duties and 
powers’’ and ‘‘acts for’’ are substituted for ‘‘act for and 
exercise the powers of’’ and ‘‘perform such functions, 
powers, and duties’’, respectively, for consistency and 
to eliminate surplus words. The words ‘‘unable to 
serve’’ are substituted for ‘‘disability’’ for consistency 
and clarity. 

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘in the competitive serv-
ice’’ are substituted for ‘‘under the classified civil serv-
ice’’ to conform to 5:2102. The words ‘‘from time to 
time’’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘acts for’’ are 
substituted for ‘‘act for, and exercise the powers of’’ for 
consistency and to eliminate surplus words. The words 
‘‘when the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary are ab-
sent or unable to serve, or when the offices of Secretary 
and Deputy Secretary are vacant’’ are substituted for 
‘‘during the absence or disability of the Deputy Sec-
retary, or in the event of a vacancy in the office of a 
Deputy Secretary’’ as being more precise and for con-
sistency. 

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘The Secretary shall 
cause a . . . of office’’ and ‘‘of such device’’ are omitted 
as unnecessary because of the restatement. The words 
‘‘as he shall approve’’ are omitted as unnecessary be-
cause subsection (b) of the section establishes the Sec-
retary of Transportation as the head of the Department 
of Transportation. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–295, § 215(a)(2), added 
subsec. (d). Former subsec. (d) redesignated (g). 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–295, § 215(a)(3), which directed 
the substitution of ‘‘Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and 
Under Secretary of Transportation for Policy’’ for 
‘‘Secretary and the Deputy Secretary’’ each place it ap-
pears in last sentence, was executed by making substi-
tution for ‘‘Secretary and the Deputy Secretary’’ be-
fore ‘‘are absent’’ and for ‘‘Secretary and Deputy Sec-
retary’’ before ‘‘are vacant’’, to reflect the probable in-
tent of Congress. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 107–295, § 215(c), struck out subsec. 
(g) which read as follows: ‘‘The Department has an As-
sociate Deputy Secretary appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. The 
Associate Deputy Secretary shall carry out powers and 
duties prescribed by the Secretary.’’

Pub. L. 107–295, § 215(a)(1), redesignated subsec. (d) as 
(g). 

1994—Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 103–272 redesignated 
subsec. (e), relating to judicial recognition of Depart-
ment seal, as (f). 

1984—Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 98–557 added subsec. (d) 
and redesignated former subsec. (d), relating to Assist-
ant Secretaries and General Counsel, as (e). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–295, title II, § 215(c), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 
2102, provided that the amendment to this section made 
by section 215(c) is effective on the date that an indi-


