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with the Director of the Bureau of Transportation Sta-
tistics. 

‘‘(c) CONTENTS.—The study under subsection (a) shall 
include an evaluation of the Department of Transpor-
tation’s data collection resources, needs, and require-
ments and an assessment and evaluation of the sys-
tems, capabilities, and procedures established by the 
Department to meet such needs and requirements, in-
cluding the following: 

‘‘(1) Data collection procedures and capabilities. 
‘‘(2) Data analysis procedures and capabilities. 
‘‘(3) Ability of data bases to integrate with one an-

other. 
‘‘(4) Computer hardware and software capabilities. 
‘‘(5) Information management systems, including 

the ability of information management systems to 
integrate with one another. 

‘‘(6) Availability and training of the personnel of 
the Department. 

‘‘(7) Budgetary needs and resources of the Depart-
ment for data collection. 
‘‘(d) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after the date 

of the agreement under subsection (a), the National 
Academy of Sciences shall transmit to Congress a re-
port on the results of the study under this section, in-
cluding recommendations for improving the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s data collection systems, ca-
pabilities, procedures, and analytical hardware and 
software and recommendations for improving the De-
partment’s management information systems.’’

§ 112. Research and Special Programs Adminis-
tration 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in 
the Department of Transportation a Research 
and Special Programs Administration. 

(b) ADMINISTRATOR.—
(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Administration shall 

be headed by an Administrator who shall be 
appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

(2) REPORTING.—The Administrator shall re-
port directly to the Secretary.

(c) DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR.—The Administra-
tion shall have a Deputy Administrator who 
shall be appointed by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation. The Deputy Administrator shall carry 
out duties and powers prescribed by the Admin-
istrator. 

(d) RESPONSIBILITIES OF ADMINISTRATOR.—The 
Administrator of the Administration shall be re-
sponsible for carrying out the following: 

(1) HAZMAT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY.—Duties 
and powers vested in the Secretary of Trans-
portation with respect to hazardous materials 
transportation safety, except as otherwise del-
egated by the Secretary. 

(2) PIPELINE SAFETY.—Duties and powers 
vested in the Secretary with respect to pipe-
line safety. 

(3) ACTIVITIES OF VOLPE NATIONAL TRANSPOR-
TATION SYSTEMS CENTER.—Duties and powers 
vested in the Secretary with respect to activi-
ties of the Volpe National Transportation Sys-
tems Center. 

(4) OTHER.—Such other duties and powers as 
the Secretary shall prescribe, including such 
multimodal and intermodal duties as are ap-
propriate.

(e) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—
Nothing in this section shall affect any delega-
tion of authority, regulation, order, approval, 
exemption, waiver, contract, or other adminis-

trative act of the Secretary with respect to laws 
administered through the Research and Special 
Programs Administration of the Department of 
Transportation on October 24, 1992. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–508, title IV, § 401(a), Oct. 24, 
1992, 106 Stat. 3310; amended Pub. L. 103–429, 
§ 6(1), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4378.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 103–429 substituted ‘‘October 
24, 1992’’ for ‘‘the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion’’. 

DEVELOPMENT OF UNDERGROUND UTILITY LOCATION 
TECHNOLOGIES 

Section 306 of Pub. L. 102–508 provided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transportation 

shall carry out a research and development program on 
underground utility location technologies. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this section 
$500,000 for fiscal years beginning after September 30, 
1992. Such sums shall remain available until expended.’’

§ 113. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration shall be an administra-
tion of the Department of Transportation. 

(b) SAFETY AS HIGHEST PRIORITY.—In carrying 
out its duties, the Administration shall consider 
the assignment and maintenance of safety as 
the highest priority, recognizing the clear in-
tent, encouragement, and dedication of Congress 
to the furtherance of the highest degree of safe-
ty in motor carrier transportation. 

(c) ADMINISTRATOR.—The head of the Adminis-
tration shall be the Administrator who shall be 
appointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, and shall be an 
individual with professional experience in motor 
carrier safety. The Administrator shall report 
directly to the Secretary of Transportation. 

(d) DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR.—The Administra-
tion shall have a Deputy Administrator ap-
pointed by the Secretary, with the approval of 
the President. The Deputy Administrator shall 
carry out duties and powers prescribed by the 
Administrator. 

(e) CHIEF SAFETY OFFICER.—The Administra-
tion shall have an Assistant Federal Motor Car-
rier Safety Administrator appointed in the com-
petitive service by the Secretary, with the ap-
proval of the President. The Assistant Adminis-
trator shall be the Chief Safety Officer of the 
Administration. The Assistant Administrator 
shall carry out the duties and powers prescribed 
by the Administrator. 

(f) POWERS AND DUTIES.—The Administrator 
shall carry out—

(1) duties and powers related to motor car-
riers or motor carrier safety vested in the Sec-
retary by chapters 5, 51, 55, 57, 59, 133 through 
149, 311, 313, 315, and 317 and by section 18 of 
the Noise Control Act of 1972 (42 U.S.C. 4917; 86 
Stat. 1249–1250); except as otherwise delegated 
by the Secretary to any agency of the Depart-
ment of Transportation other than the Federal 
Highway Administration, as of October 8, 1999; 
and 

(2) additional duties and powers prescribed 
by the Secretary.


