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domestic suppliers a competitive advantage in new 
generations of existing technologies and in initial 
market penetration for new technologies? 

‘‘(2) Under what conditions can Federal Govern-
ment purchases of advanced technology-based prod-
ucts be based on performance specifications rather 
than on product specifications? Should Federal Gov-
ernment procurement first look to the commercial 
markets for products that will meet performance 
specifications before purchasing a unique product 
that has to be developed? 

‘‘(3) How can the Federal Government procurement 
laws, practices, and procedures be used as a strategic 
tool to foster the use of emerging technologies? 

‘‘(4) How can the Federal Government ensure that 
its suppliers adopt the principles embodied in the 
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award? 

‘‘(5) Should Federal Government procurement prac-
tices include cooperative efforts between the supplier 
and the Federal entity to develop products so as to be 
more easily marketed on a commercial basis? Should 
a program for the exchange of technical personnel to 
foster innovation in product development be part of 
such practices? 

‘‘(6) To what extent, if any, should Federal Govern-
ment documents specify standards that are beneficial 
to domestic suppliers, aid the compatibility of ad-
vanced technologies, and speed the commercial ac-
ceptance of those technologies, and what would be 
the role of the Institute in such an effort? 

‘‘(7) Should Federal Government procurement be 
linked to the Advanced Technology Program and to 
technology transfer activities so that specification 
development can incorporate the latest technical ad-
vances available? 

‘‘(8) To what extent should worldwide, state of the 
art technology be required in Federal Government 
procurement? 
‘‘(c) MEMBERSHIP AND PROCEDURES.—(1) The Commis-

sion shall be composed of 15 members, 8 of whom shall 
constitute a quorum. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary, the Administrator of the Office of 
Federal Procurement Policy, the Director of the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy, the Secretary of De-
fense, and the Administrator of General Services, or 
their designees who serve in executive level positions, 
shall serve as members of the Commission. 

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall appoint as members of the 
Commission, from among individuals not employed by 
the Federal Government—

‘‘(A) 4 members who are eminent in advanced tech-
nology businesses representing manufacturing and 
services industries, including at least 1 member rep-
resenting labor; 

‘‘(B) 3 members who are eminent in the fields of 
technology and international economic development; 
and 

‘‘(C) with the concurrence of the Administrator of 
the Office of Federal Procurement Policy, 3 members 
who are eminent in the field of Federal Government 
procurement. 
‘‘(4) The Secretary shall appoint a Commission chair-

man from among the members of the Commission. The 
chairman shall call the first meeting of the Commis-
sion within 90 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act [Feb. 14, 1992]. 

‘‘(5) The Secretary and the Administrator of the Of-
fice of Federal Procurement Policy shall provide such 
staff as may be required by the Commission to carry 
out its responsibilities. 

‘‘(6) Members of the Commission, other than full-time 
employees of the Federal Government, while attending 
meetings of the Commission or otherwise performing 
duties of the Commission while away from their homes 
or regular places of business, shall be allowed travel ex-
penses in accordance with subchapter I of chapter 57 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(d) REPORTS.—(1) The Commission shall, within 1 
year after the date of enactment of this Act [Feb. 14, 
1992], submit to the Secretary, the Administrator of the 

Office of Federal Procurement Policy, the President, 
and Congress a report containing preliminary rec-
ommendations with respect to the issues addressed 
under subsection (b). 

‘‘(2) The Commission shall, within 2 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act, submit to the Secretary 
and Congress a final report containing final rec-
ommendations with respect to the issues addressed 
under subsection (b). 

‘‘(e) CONSULTATION.—The Commission shall consult, 
as appropriate, with the National Commission on Re-
ducing Capital Costs for Emerging Technology. 

‘‘(f) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall terminate 6 
months after the submission of its final report under 
subsection (d)(2). 

‘‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are 
authorized to be appropriated to carry out this section 
such sums as may be necessary for the fiscal years 1992, 
1993, and 1994.’’

STUDY OF TESTING AND CERTIFICATION 

Pub. L. 102–245, title V, § 508, Feb. 14, 1992, 106 Stat. 29, 
provided that: 

‘‘(a) CONTRACT WITH NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL.—
Within 90 days after the date of enactment of this Act 
[Feb. 14, 1992] and within available appropriations, the 
Secretary shall enter into a contract with the National 
Research Council for a thorough review of inter-
national product testing and certification issues. The 
National Research Council will be asked to address the 
following issues and make recommendations as appro-
priate: 

‘‘(1) The impact on United States manufacturers, 
testing and certification laboratories, certification 
organizations, and other affected bodies of the Euro-
pean Community’s plans for testing and certification 
of regulated and nonregulated products of non-Euro-
pean origin. 

‘‘(2) Ways for United States manufacturers to gain 
acceptance of their products in the European Com-
munity and in other foreign countries and regions. 

‘‘(3) The feasibility and consequences of having mu-
tual recognition agreements between testing and cer-
tification organizations in the United States and 
those of major trading partners on the accreditation 
of testing and certification laboratories and on qual-
ity control requirements. 

‘‘(4) Information coordination regarding product ac-
ceptance and conformity assessment mechanisms be-
tween the United States and foreign governments. 

‘‘(5) The appropriate Federal, State, and private 
roles in coordination and oversight of testing, certifi-
cation, accreditation, and quality control to support 
national and international trade. 
‘‘(b) MEMBERSHIP.—In selecting the members of the 

review panel, the National Research Council shall con-
sult with and draw from, among others, laboratory ac-
creditation organizations, Federal and State govern-
ment agencies involved in testing and certification, 
professional societies, trade associations, small busi-
ness, and labor organizations. 

‘‘(c) REPORT.—A report based on the findings and rec-
ommendations of the review panel shall be submitted 
to the Secretary, the President, and Congress within 18 
months after the Secretary signs the contract with the 
National Research Council.’’

CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS AND PURPOSES; 1989 
AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–189, div. C, title XXXI, § 3132, Nov. 29, 1989, 
103 Stat. 1674, provided that: 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—
‘‘(1) technology advancement is a key component in 

the growth of the United States industrial economy, 
and a strong industrial base is an essential element of 
the security of this country; 

‘‘(2) there is a need to enhance United States com-
petitiveness in both domestic and international mar-
kets; 


