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CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 251 derived from acts Feb. 10, 1830, ch. 11, §§ 14, 
15, 3 Stat. 543; Aug. 6, 1846, ch. 84, § 5, 9 Stat. 55; May 14, 
1856, Res. 9, 11 Stat. 144; June 30, 1864, ch. 172, § 8, 13 
Stat. 221; July 14, 1870, ch. 255, § 34, 16 Stat. 271. R.S. 
§ 251, which was also classified in part to section 427 of 
former Title 31, was repealed in part and reenacted as 
section 321(a)(5) of Title 31, Money and Finance, by 
Pub. L. 97–258, § 4(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1067. 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Pub. L. 91–271 substituted reference to customs 
officers for reference to collectors. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–271 effective with respect 
to articles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for 
consumption on or after Oct. 1, 1970, and such other ar-
ticles entered or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption prior to such date, or with respect to which 
a protest has not been disallowed in whole or in part 
before Oct. 1, 1970, see section 203 of Pub. L. 91–271, set 
out as a note under section 1500 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

All offices of collector of customs, comptroller of cus-
toms, surveyor of customs, and appraiser of merchan-
dise in Bureau of Customs of Department of the Treas-
ury to which appointments were required to be made by 
President with advice and consent of Senate ordered 
abolished, with such offices to be terminated not later 
than December 31, 1966, by Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1965, eff. 
May 25, 1965, 30 F.R. 7035, 79 Stat. 1317, set out as a note 
under section 1 of this title. All functions of offices 
eliminated were already vested in Secretary of the 
Treasury by Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, eff. July 31, 1950, 
15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, set out in the Appendix to 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 6 section 212. 

§ 67. Repealed. Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 887, § 4(a)(24), 70 
Stat. 947

Section, R.S. § 258, provided for a report to each ses-
sion of Congress by the Secretary on customhouse busi-
ness and is covered by section 331 of Title 31, Money 
and Finance. 

§ 68. Enforcement of customs and immigration 
laws in Guam and the Virgin Islands and 
along Canadian and Mexican borders; co-
operation by Secretary of the Treasury and 
Attorney General; erection of buildings 

To aid in the enforcement of the customs and 
immigration laws along the Canadian and Mexi-
can borders and to provide better facilities for 
such enforcement at points along such borders 
at which no Federal or other buildings adapted 
or suitably located for the purpose are available, 
and for similar purposes in the Virgin Islands of 
the United States, the Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Attorney General are hereby authorized 
to expend, and for similar purposes in Guam the 
Attorney General is hereby authorized to ex-
pend, from the funds appropriated for the gen-
eral maintenance and operation of the Customs 
and the Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ices, respectively, the necessary amounts for the 
acquisition of land and the erection of buildings, 
sheds, and office quarters, including living quar-
ters for officers where none are otherwise avail-
able: Provided, That the total amount which 
may be so expended for any one project, includ-

ing the site, shall not exceed $200,000 and that 
where the project is for the joint use of the Cus-
toms Service and the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service, the combined cost of the 
project, including the site, shall be charged to 
the two appropriations concerned. 

(June 26, 1930, ch. 617, § 1, 46 Stat. 817; Oct. 10, 
1940, ch. 837, 54 Stat. 1091; Sept. 26, 1951, ch. 414, 
65 Stat. 336; May 18, 1956, ch. 282, 70 Stat. 159; 
Pub. L. 86–466, May 13, 1960, 74 Stat. 130; Pub. L. 
87–465, May 31, 1962, 76 Stat. 87; Pub. L. 89–87, 
July 24, 1965, 79 Stat. 264; Pub. L. 93–396, Aug. 29, 
1974, 88 Stat. 794.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1974—Pub. L. 93–396 substituted ‘‘$200,000’’ for 
‘‘$100,000’’. 

1965—Pub. L. 89–87 extended to Guam and the Virgin 
Islands the authority of the Attorney General and the 
Secretary of the Treasury to construct facilities for the 
enforcement of the customs and immigration laws. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–465 substituted ‘‘$100,000’’ for 
‘‘$40,000’’ and ‘‘$80,000’’. 

1960—Pub. L. 86–466 substituted ‘‘$40,000’’ and 
‘‘$80,000’’ for ‘‘$30,000’’ and ‘‘$60,000’’, respectively. 

1956—Act May 18, 1956, substituted ‘‘$30,000’’ and 
‘‘$60,000’’ for ‘‘$15,000’’ and ‘‘$30,000’’, respectively. 

1951—Act Sept. 26, 1951, substituted ‘‘$15,000’’ and 
‘‘$30,000’’ for ‘‘$5,000’’ and ‘‘$10,000’’, respectively. 

1940—Act Oct. 10, 1940, substituted ‘‘$5000’’ and 
‘‘$10,000’’ for ‘‘$3000’’ and ‘‘$6000’’, respectively. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the 
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the 
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and 
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department 
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 
542 of Title 6. 

Functions of all other officers of Department of the 
Treasury and functions of all agencies and employees of 
such Department transferred, with certain exceptions, 
to Secretary of the Treasury, with power vested in him 
to authorize their performance or performance of any 
of his functions, by any of such officers, agencies, and 
employees, by Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, eff. July 
31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees. Customs Service was under Department of the 
Treasury. 

Immigration and Naturalization Service of Depart-
ment of Labor (including Office of Commissioner of Im-
migration and Naturalization) and its functions were 
transferred to Department of Justice, to be adminis-
tered under direction and supervision of Attorney Gen-
eral; and functions and powers of Secretary of Labor re-
lating to administration of the Service and its func-
tions or to administration of immigration and natu-
ralization laws were transferred to Attorney General, 
by Reorg. Plan No. V of 1940, eff. June 15, 1940, 5 F.R. 
2223, 54 Stat. 1238, set out in the Appendix to Title 5. 

ABOLITION OF IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
SERVICE AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For abolition of Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, transfer of functions, and treatment of related 
references, see note set out under section 1551 of Title 
8, Aliens and Nationality. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 6 section 212; title 
40 section 3301. 
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§ 69. Erection of protective gates and fences 
across and around roads crossing borders 

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to 
expend, from the funds appropriated for the gen-
eral maintenance and operation of the Customs 
Service, such amounts as may be necessary for 
the erection of protective gates across inter-
national highways and roads crossing the Cana-
dian and Mexican borders and for the erection of 
such fences in the immediate vicinity of such 
highways and roads as may be necessary to pre-
vent unlawful entry or smuggling. 

(June 26, 1930, ch. 617, § 2, as added Oct. 10, 1940, 
ch. 837, 54 Stat. 1092.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the 
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the 
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and 
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department 
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 
542 of Title 6. 

Functions of all other officers of Department of the 
Treasury and functions of all agencies and employees of 
such Department transferred, with certain exceptions, 
to Secretary of the Treasury, with power vested in him 
to authorize their performance or performance of any 
of his functions, by any of such officers, agencies, and 
employees, by Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, eff. July 
31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees. Customs Service was under Department of the 
Treasury. 

Functions vested by law in Attorney General, Depart-
ment of Justice, or any other officer or any agency of 
that Department, with respect to inspection at regular 
inspection locations at ports of entry of persons, and 
documents of persons, entering or leaving United 
States, were to have been transferred to Secretary of 
the Treasury by 1973 Reorg. Plan No. 2, § 2, eff. July 1, 
1973, 38 F.R. 15932, 87 Stat. 1091, set out in the Appendix 
to Title 5. The transfer was negated by section 1(a)(1), 
(b) of Pub. L. 93–253, Mar. 16, 1974, 88 Stat. 50, which re-
pealed section 2 of 1973 Reorg. Plan No. 2, eff. July 1, 
1973. 

§ 70. Obstruction of revenue officers by masters 
of vessels 

If the master of any vessel shall obstruct or 
hinder, or shall intentionally cause any obstruc-
tion or hindrance to any officer in lawfully 
going on board such vessel, for the purpose of 
carrying into effect any of the revenue or navi-
gation laws of the United States, he shall for 
every such offense be liable to a penalty of not 
more than $2,000 nor less than $500. 

(R.S. § 3068; Aug. 5, 1935, ch. 438, title III, § 307, 49 
Stat. 528.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The navigation laws, referred to in text, are classified 
generally to Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters. 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 3068 derived from act Mar. 2, 1799, ch. 22, § 71, 1 
Stat. 678. 

AMENDMENTS 

1935—Act Aug. 5, 1935, inserted reference to naviga-
tion laws, and increased penalty from $500 and $50 to 
$2,000 and $500, respectively.

CHAPTER 1A—FOREIGN TRADE ZONES 

Sec. 

81a. Definitions. 
81b. Establishment of zones. 

(a) Board authorization to grant zones. 
(b) Number of zones per port of entry. 
(c) Preference to public corporations. 
(d) Ownership of harbor facilities by 

State. 
81c. Exemption from customs laws of merchandise 

brought into foreign trade zone. 
(a) Handling of merchandise in zone; 

shipment of foreign merchandise 
into customs territory; appraisal; 
reshipment to zone. 

(b) Applicability to bicycle component 
parts. 

(c) Articles manufactured or produced 
from denatured distilled spirits 
withdrawn free of tax from distilled 
spirits plant; products unfit for bev-
erage purposes. 

(d) Foreign trade zones. 
(e) Production equipment. 

81d. Customs officers and guards. 
81e. Vessels entering or leaving zone; coastwise 

trade. 
81f. Application for establishment and expansion 

of zone. 
(a) Application for establishment; re-

quirements. 
(b) Amendment of application; expansion 

of zone. 
81g. Granting of application. 
81h. Rules and regulations. 
81i. Cooperation of Board with other agencies. 
81j. Cooperation of other agencies with Board. 
81k. Agreements as to use of property. 
81l. Facilities to be provided and maintained. 
81m. Permission to others to use zone. 
81n. Operation of zone as public utility; cost of 

customs service. 
81o. Residents of zone. 

(a) Persons allowed to reside in zone. 
(b) Rules and regulations for employees 

entering and leaving zone. 
(c) Exclusion from zone of goods or proc-

ess of treatment. 
(d) Retail trade within zone. 
(e) Exemption from State and local ad 

valorem taxation of tangible per-
sonal property. 

81p. Accounts and recordkeeping. 
(a) Manner of keeping accounts. 
(b) Annual report by grantee. 
(c) Report to Congress. 

81q. Transfer of grant. 
81r. Revocation of grants. 

(a) Procedure for revocation. 
(b) Attendance of witnesses and produc-

tion of evidence. 
(c) Nature of order of revocation; appeal. 

81s. Offenses. 
81t. Separability. 
81u. Right to alter, amend, or repeal chapter. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 58c, 1484, 3332 
of this title; title 6 section 212; title 25 section 941m; 
title 49 section 70117. 

§ 81a. Definitions 

When used in this chapter—
(a) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 

of Commerce; 
(b) The term ‘‘Board’’ means the Board which 

is established to carry out the provisions of this 
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