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§ 1502. Establishment

(a) Independent agency within executive branch

There is hereby established as an independent
agency within the executive branch, a National
Commission on Libraries and Information
Science (hereinafter referred to as the ‘“Commis-
sion’’).

(b) Repealed. Pub. L. 102-95, §2, Aug. 14, 1991,
105 Stat. 479

(Pub. L. 91-345, §3, July 20, 1970, 84 Stat. 440;
Pub. L. 102-95, §2, Aug. 14, 1991, 105 Stat. 479.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102-95 struck out subsec. (b)
which related to provision of administrative services
for Commission.

§1503. Contributions

The Commission is authorized to solicit, ac-
cept, hold, administer, invest in the name of the
United States, and utilize gifts, bequests, and
devises of services or property, both real and
personal, for the purpose of aiding or facilitat-
ing the work of the Commission. Gifts, bequests,
and devises of money and proceeds from sales of
other property received as gifts, bequests, or de-
vises shall be deposited in the Treasury and
shall be available for disbursement upon the
order of the Commission.

(Pub. L. 91-345, §4, July 20, 1970, 84 Stat. 441;
Pub. L. 102-95, §3, Aug. 14, 1991, 105 Stat. 479;
Pub. L. 108-81, title IV, §401, Sept. 25, 2003, 117
Stat. 1002.)

AMENDMENTS

2003—Pub. L. 108-81 substituted ‘‘solicit, accept, hold,
administer, invest in the name of the United States,
and utilize gifts, bequests, and devises of services or
property,” for ‘accept, hold, administer, and utilize
gifts, bequests, and devises of property,”.

1991—Pub. L. 102-95 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section read as follows: ‘“The Commis-
sion shall have authority to accept in the name of the
United States grants, gifts, or bequests of money for
immediate disbursement in furtherance of the func-
tions of the Commission. Such grants, gifts, or be-
quests, after acceptance by the Commission, shall be
paid by the donor or his representative to the Treas-
urer of the United States whose receipts shall be their
acquittance. The Treasurer of the United States shall
enter them in a special account to the credit of the
Commission for the purposes in each case specified.”

§1504. Functions and powers

(a) Advice to President and Congress; studies
and surveys, plans; annual report

The Commission shall have the primary re-
sponsibility for developing or recommending
overall plans for, and advising the appropriate
governments and agencies on, the policy set
forth in section 1501 of this title. In carrying out
that responsibility, the Commission shall—

(1) advise the President and the Congress on
the implementation of national policy by such
statements, presentations, and reports as it
deems appropriate;

(2) conduct studies, surveys, and analyses of
the library and informational needs of the Na-
tion, including the special library and infor-
mational needs of rural areas, of economi-
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cally, socially, or culturally deprived persons,
and of elderly persons, and the means by
which these needs may be met through infor-
mation centers, through the libraries of ele-
mentary and secondary schools and institu-
tions of higher education, and through public,
research, special, and other types of libraries;

(3) appraise the adequacies and deficiencies
of current library and information resources
and services and evaluate the effectiveness of
current library and information science pro-
grams;

(4) develop overall plans for meeting na-
tional library and informational needs and for
the coordination of activities at the Federal,
State, and local levels, taking into consider-
ation all of the library and informational re-
sources of the Nation to meet those needs;

(5) be authorized to advise Federal, State,
local, and private agencies regarding library
and information sciences;

(6) promote research and development ac-
tivities which will extend and improve the Na-
tion’s library and information-handling capa-
bility as essential links in national and inter-
national communications and cooperative net-
works;

(7) submit to the President and the Congress
(not later than January 31 of each year) a re-
port on its activities during the preceding fis-
cal year; and

(8) make and publish such additional reports
as it deems to be necessary, including, but not
limited to, reports of consultants, transcripts
of testimony, summary reports, and reports of
other Commission findings, studies, and rec-
ommendations.

(b) Contract authority

The Commission is authorized to contract
with Federal agencies and other public and pri-
vate agencies to carry out any of its functions
under subsection (a) of this section and to pub-
lish and disseminate such reports, findings,
studies, and records as it deems appropriate.

(c) Hearings

The Commission is further authorized to con-
duct such hearings at such times and places as
it deems appropriate for carrying out the pur-
poses of this chapter.

(d) Cooperation with other agencies

The heads of all Federal agencies are, to the
extent not prohibited by law, directed to cooper-
ate with the Commission in carrying out the
purposes of this chapter.

(Pub. L. 91-345, §5, July 20, 1970, 84 Stat. 441;
Pub. L. 93-29, title VIII, §802(a), May 3, 1973, 87
Stat. 59; Pub. L. 102-95, §4, Aug. 14, 1991, 105
Stat. 479; Pub. L. 104-208, div. A, title I, §101(e)
[title VII, §703(a)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat.
3009-233, 3009-306; Pub. L. 108-81, title V, §505(a),
Sept. 25, 2003, 117 Stat. 1004.)

AMENDMENTS

2003—Subsecs. (b) to (f). Pub. L. 108-81 redesignated
subsecs. (d) to (f) as (b) to (d), respectively, and struck
out former subsecs. (b) and (¢) which related to Com-
mission advising Director of Institute of Museum and
Library Services on general policies with respect to du-
ties, powers, and authority of Institute of Museum and



