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CHAPTER 1—DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
SERVICE GENERALLY 

REVISION OF LAWS 

Congress by the enactment of the Foreign Service 
Act of 1946, act Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 957, 60 Stat. 999, classi-
fied principally to chapter 14 (§ 801 et seq.) of this title, 
consolidated and revised the laws relating to the ad-
ministration of the Foreign Service. The Foreign Serv-
ice Act of 1980, Pub. L. 96–465, Oct. 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 2071, 
classified principally to chapter 52 (§ 3901 et seq.) of this 
title, repealed the Foreign Service Act of 1946 and fur-
ther consolidated and revised the laws relating to the 
Foreign Service. 

PROCLAMATIONS RESPECTING WAR AND NEUTRALITY 

See notes preceding section 1 of Title 50, Appendix, 
War and National Defense. 

§§ 1 to 7. Repealed. Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 957, title XI, 
§ 1131(32)–(37), (49), (66), 60 Stat. 1037

Section 1, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 8, formerly § 1, 43 
Stat. 140; renumbered § 8 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 
276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1207, related to establishment of For-
eign Service. 

Section 1a, act May 3, 1945, ch. 105, § 1, 59 Stat. 102, re-
lated to Congressional declaration of purpose. 

Section 2, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 9, formerly § 2, 43 
Stat. 140; renumbered § 9 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 

276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1207, related to definition of a Foreign 
Service officer and assignment to duty generally. 

Section 3, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 10, formerly § 3, 
43 Stat. 140; renumbered § 10 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1207; Apr. 24, 1939, ch. 84, § 2, 53 Stat. 
583; May 3, 1945, ch. 105, §§ 4, 5, 59 Stat. 102, 103, related 
to grading, classification, and compensation of officers. 

Section 3a, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 33, as added Feb. 
23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1215; amended Apr. 24, 1939, 
ch. 84, § 4, 53 Stat. 588, related to salary increases. 

Section 4, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 11, formerly § 4, 
43 Stat. 140; renumbered § 11 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1215; June 29, 1935, ch. 337, 49 Stat. 
436, related to appointment and commission of officers. 

Section 5, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 12, formerly § 5, 
43 Stat. 141; renumbered § 12 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1208, related to examination and ap-
pointment on probation of officers. 

Section 6, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 12, formerly § 5, 
43 Stat. 141; renumbered § 12 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1208, related to appointment to a 
class and not to a particular post. 

Section 7, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 14, as added Feb. 
23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1208; amended May 3, 1945, 
ch. 105, § 6, 59 Stat. 103, related to reports and recom-
mendations for promotions. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective three months after Aug. 13, 1946, see 
section 1141 of act Aug. 13, 1946. 

§ 8. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 
80 Stat. 645

Section, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 7, 43 Stat. 141, re-
lated to recommissioning diplomatic and consular offi-
cers on July 1, 1924. 

§ 9. Repealed. Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 957, title XI, 
§ 1131(25), 60 Stat. 1037

Section, acts Apr. 5, 1906, ch. 1366, § 4, 34 Stat. 100; 
May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 17, formerly § 10, 43 Stat. 142, re-
numbered § 17 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 
Stat. 1209, related to inspection of diplomatic and con-
sular offices. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective three months after Aug. 13, 1946. 

§ 10. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 
80 Stat. 645

Section, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 14, formerly § 8, 43 
Stat. 142; renumbered § 14 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 
276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1208, abolished grade of consular assist-
ant and provided against reduction of salaries of cer-
tain consuls. 

§§ 11, 12. Repealed. Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 957, title XI, 
§ 1131(38), (39), 60 Stat. 1038

Section 11, R.S. §§ 1697, 1698, as amended acts Dec. 21, 
1898, ch. 36, §§ 1, 2, 30 Stat. 770, 771; May 24, 1924, ch. 182, 
§ 16, formerly § 9, 43 Stat. 142, renumbered § 16 and 
amended Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1208; May 3, 
1945, ch. 105, § 7, 59 Stat. 103, related to bonds of officers. 

Section 12, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 19, formerly § 12, 
43 Stat. 142; renumbered § 19 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1209; May 3, 1945, ch. 105, § 8, 59 Stat. 
104, related to living, representation, and post allow-
ances. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective three months after Aug. 13, 1946, see 
section 1141 of act Aug. 13, 1946. 

§ 13. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 18, formerly § 11, 43 
Stat. 142; renumbered § 18 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 
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276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1209, which related to receipt of official 
fees and method of accounting therefor, was transferred 
to section 4224 of this title. 

§§ 14 to 23j. Repealed. Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 957, title 
XI, § 1131(4), (29), (40)–(50), (53), (59)–(63), 60 
Stat. 1035

Section 14, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 20, formerly § 13, 
43 Stat. 143; renumbered § 20 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1209, related to private secretaries 
to ambassadors. 

Section 15, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 21, formerly § 14, 
43 Stat. 143; renumbered § 21 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1209; May 3, 1945, ch. 105, § 9, 59 Stat. 
104, related to assignment of officers for duty in De-
partment of State or any other department or agency 
of the Government. 

Section 16, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 21, formerly § 14, 
43 Stat. 143; renumbered § 21 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1209; May 3, 1945, ch. 105, § 9, 59 Stat. 
104, related to assignment to special details. 

Section 17, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 22, formerly § 15, 
43 Stat. 143; renumbered § 22 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1210; Mar. 17, 1941, ch. 20, 55 Stat. 44, 
related to ordering of personnel to United States on 
statutory leave. 

Section 17a, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 22, as added 
Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1210, related to leave 
of absence and sick leave. 

Section 18, acts July 1, 1916, ch. 208, 39 Stat. 252; May 
24, 1924, ch. 182, § 23, formerly § 16, 43 Stat. 143; renum-
bered § 23 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 
1210, related to appointment of Foreign Service officer 
as counselor of embassy or legation. 

Section 19, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 24, formerly § 17, 
43 Stat. 143; renumbered § 24 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1210, related to Foreign Service offi-
cers acting as commissioner, chargé d’affaires, etc. 

Section 20, R.S. § 1685; acts Mar. 2, 1909, ch. 235, 35 
Stat. 673; Feb. 5, 1915, ch. 23, § 3, 38 Stat. 805; May 24, 
1924, ch. 182, § 17(25), 43 Stat. 143; Feb. 27, 1925, ch. 364, 
title I, 43 Stat. 1016; Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 
1210, related to compensation of officer acting as 
chargé d’affaires ad interim. 

Section 21, acts May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 26, formerly 
§ 18, 43 Stat. 144; July 3, 1926, ch. 798, § 1, 44 Stat. 902; re-
numbered § 26 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 
Stat. 1211; Apr. 24, 1939, ch. 84, § 3, 53 Stat. 584; July 19, 
1939, ch. 330, 53 Stat. 1067; Aug. 5, 1939, ch. 441, 53 Stat. 
1208; Apr. 20, 1940, ch. 118, § 1, 54 Stat. 143; Oct. 14, 1940, 
ch. 859, § 4, 54 Stat. 1118; May 13, 1941, ch. 115, § 1, 55 
Stat. 189, eff. Aug. 1, 1941, related to retirement and dis-
ability system. 

Section 21a, act July 3, 1926, ch. 798, § 2, 44 Stat. 903, 
related to retirement and disability rights of Chief of 
Division of Western European Affairs. 

Section 22, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 27, formerly § 19, 
43 Stat. 146; renumbered § 27 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1213, related to recall to active duty 
of retired officers. 

Section 23, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 28, formerly § 20, 
43 Stat. 146; renumbered § 28 and amended Feb. 23, 1931, 
ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1213, related to making other laws 
applicable to Foreign Service officers. 

Section 23a, acts Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 1, 46 Stat. 1207; 
May 3, 1945, ch. 105, § 2, 59 Stat. 102, related to adminis-
trative, fiscal, and clerical personnel of Foreign Serv-
ice. 

Section 23b, act Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 2, 46 Stat. 1207, 
related to appointment to grade of senior clerk. 

Section 23c, acts Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 3, 46 Stat. 1207; 
Apr. 24, 1939, ch. 84, § 1, 53 Stat. 583; May 3, 1945, ch. 105, 
§ 3, 59 Stat. 102, related to allowances at all posts to 
clerks to meet excessive costs of living. 

Section 23d, act Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 4, 46 Stat. 1207, 
related to appointment of clerks to serve in a diplo-
matic mission. 

Section 23e, act Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 5, 46 Stat. 1207, 
related to regulations governing clerks. 

Section 23f, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 31, as added 
Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1214; amended May 3, 
1945, ch. 105, § 10, 59 Stat. 105, related to Board of For-
eign Personnel. 

Section 23g, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 31, as added 
Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1214; amended May 3, 
1945, ch. 105, § 10, 59 Stat. 105, related to Chief of Divi-
sion of Foreign Service personnel and Director of Office 
of Foreign Service. 

Section 23h, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 32, as added 
Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1214; amended July 3, 
1946, ch. 539, § 5, 60 Stat. 427, related to Division of For-
eign Service Personnel, efficiency ratings, etc. 

Section 23i, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 33, as added 
Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1215; amended Apr. 24, 
1939, ch. 84, § 4, 53 Stat. 588, related to separation of offi-
cers from Service, retirement pay, and annuities. 

Section 23j, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 34, as added 
Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1216, related to reduc-
tion of salary upon promotion to a higher grade. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective three months after Aug. 13, 1946, see 
section 1141 of act Aug. 13, 1946. 

§§ 23k, 23l. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Section 23k, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 35, as added 
Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1216, which related to 
establishment and maintenance of fiscal accounting 
and disbursing offices, was transferred to section 4225 of 
this title. 

Section 23l, act May 24, 1924, ch. 182, § 36, as added 
Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 276, § 7, 46 Stat. 1216, which related to 
fees and official monies from diplomatic missions, was 
transferred to section 4226 of this title. 

§ 24. Repealed. Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 957, title XI, 
§ 1131(67), 60 Stat. 1040

Section, act May 3, 1945, ch. 105, § 12, 59 Stat. 105, re-
lated to restriction on transaction of business by offi-
cers and employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective three months after Aug. 13, 1946, see 
section 1141 of act Aug. 13, 1946. 

§§ 31 to 40. Repealed. Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 957, title 
XI, § 1131(2), (3), (5), (6), (15), (19), (27), (28), 
(30), (31), (52), (55), (57), (58), 60 Stat. 1035

Section 31, act Mar. 2, 1909, ch. 235, 35 Stat. 672, relat-
ed to restriction against creation of new ambassador-
ships. 

Section 32, R.S. § 1675; acts Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 153, 18 
Stat. 483; Feb. 27, 1925, ch. 364, 43 Stat. 1015; Jan. 21, 
1931, ch. 42, 46 Stat. 1040, related to appointment and 
salaries of ambassadors, ministers, etc. 

Section 32a, act Jan. 21, 1931, ch. 42, 46 Stat. 1040, re-
lated to salary of minister to Liberia. 

Section 33, R.S. § 1744, related to citizenship as pre-
requisite to payment of compensation. 

Section 34, act Sept. 29, 1919, ch. 72, 41 Stat. 291, relat-
ed to appointment of an ambassador to Belgium. 

Section 34a, act Jan. 22, 1930, ch. 22, 46 Stat. 57, relat-
ed to appointment of an ambassador to Poland. 

Section 34b, act June 5, 1930, ch. 404, 46 Stat. 502, re-
lated to appointment of a minister to Union of South 
Africa. 

Section 34c, act June 1, 1922, ch. 204, title I, 42 Stat. 
600, related to appointment of a minister to Egypt. 

Section 35, acts Feb. 27, 1925, ch. 364, title I, 43 Stat. 
1016; Apr. 29, 1926, ch. 195, title I, 44 Stat. 331; Feb. 24, 
1927, ch. 189, title I, 44 Stat. 1180; Feb. 15, 1928, ch. 57, 
title I, 45 Stat. 65; Jan. 25, 1929, ch. 102, title I, 45 Stat. 
1096; Apr. 18, 1930, ch. 184, title I, 46 Stat. 175, related to 
clerks at embassies and legations. 
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