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questions without regard to the amount in controversy 
and raising the amount required to be in controversy in 
diversity cases to fifty thousand dollars. 

Form 3. Complaint on a Promissory Note 

1. Allegation of jurisdiction. 
2. Defendant on or about June 1, 1935, executed 

and delivered to plaintiff a promissory note [in 
the following words and figures: (here set out 
the note verbatim)]; [a copy of which is hereto 
annexed as Exhibit A]; [whereby defendant 
promised to pay to plaintiff or order on June 1, 
1936 the sum of lll dollars with interest 
thereon at the rate of six percent. per annum]. 

3. Defendant owes to plaintiff the amount of 
said note and interest. 

Wherefore plaintiff demands judgment against 
defendant for the sum of lll dollars, interest, 
and costs. 

Signed: llllllllllllll, 

Attorney for Plaintiff. 

Address: lllllllllllll 

NOTES 

1. The pleader may use the material in one of the 
three sets of brackets. His choice will depend upon 
whether he desires to plead the document verbatim, or 
by exhibit, or according to its legal effect. 

2. Under the rules free joinder of claims is permitted. 
See rules 8(e) and 18. Consequently the claims set forth 
in each and all of the following forms may be joined 
with this complaint or with each other. Ordinarily each 
claim should be stated in a separate division of the 
complaint, and the divisions should be designated as 
counts successively numbered. In particular the rules 
permit alternative and inconsistent pleading. See Form 
10. 

(As amended Jan. 21, 1963, eff. July 1, 1963.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1963 
AMENDMENT 

At various places, these Forms [Forms 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 18, 21] allege or refer to damages of ‘‘ten 
thousand dollars, interest, and costs,’’ or the like. The 
Forms were written at a time when the jurisdictional 
amount in ordinary ‘‘diversity’’ and ‘‘Federal question’’ 
cases was an amount in excess of $3,000, exclusive of in-
terest and costs, so the illustrative amounts set out in 
the Forms were adequate for jurisdictional purposes. 
However, U.S.C. Title 28, § 1331 (Federal question; 
amount in controversy; costs) and § 1332 (Diversity of 
citizenship; amount in controversy; costs), as amended 
by Pub. Law 85–554, 72 Stat. 415, July 25, 1958, now re-
quire that the amount in controversy, exclusive of in-
terest and costs, be in excess of $10,000. Accordingly the 
Forms are misleading. They are amended at appro-
priate places by deleting the stated dollar amount and 
substituting a blank, to be properly filled in by the 
pleader. 

Form 4. Complaint on an Account 

1. Allegation of jurisdiction. 
2. Defendant owes plaintiff lll dollars ac-

cording to the account hereto annexed as Ex-
hibit A. 

Wherefore (etc. as in Form 3). 

(As amended Jan. 21, 1963, eff. July 1, 1963.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1963 
AMENDMENT 

This form was amended in 1963 by deleting the stated 
dollar amount and substituting a blank, to be properly 
filled in by the pleader. See Note of Advisory Commit-
tee under Form 3. 

Form 5. Complaint for Goods Sold and Delivered 

1. Allegation of jurisdiction. 
2. Defendant owes plaintiff lll dollars for 

goods sold and delivered by plaintiff to defend-
ant between June 1, 1936 and December 1, 1936. 

Wherefore (etc. as in Form 3). 

NOTE 

This form may be used where the action is for an 
agreed price or for the reasonable value of the goods. 

(As amended Jan. 21, 1963, eff. July 1, 1963.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1963 
AMENDMENT 

This form was amended in 1963 by deleting the stated 
dollar amount and substituting a blank, to be properly 
filled in by the pleader. See Note of Advisory Commit-
tee under Form 3. 

Form 6. Complaint for Money Lent 

1. Allegation of jurisdiction. 
2. Defendant owes plaintiff lll dollars for 

money lent by plaintiff to defendant on June 1, 
1936. 

Wherefore (etc. as in Form 3). 

(As amended Jan. 21, 1963, eff. July 1, 1963.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1963 
AMENDMENT 

This form was amended in 1963 by deleting the stated 
dollar amount and substituting a blank, to be properly 
filled in by the pleader. See Note of Advisory Commit-
tee under Form 3. 

Form 7. Complaint for Money Paid by Mistake 

1. Allegation of jurisdiction. 
2. Defendant owes plaintiff lll dollars for 

money paid by plaintiff to defendant by mistake 
on June 1, 1936, under the following circum-
stances: [here state the circumstances with par-
ticularity—see Rule 9(b)]. 

Wherefore (etc. as in Form 3). 

(As amended Jan. 21, 1963, eff. July 1, 1963.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1963 
AMENDMENT 

This form was amended in 1963 by deleting the stated 
dollar amount and substituting a blank, to be properly 
filled in by the pleader. See Note of Advisory Commit-
tee under Form 3. 

Form 8. Complaint for Money Had and Received 

1. Allegation of jurisdiction. 
2. Defendant owes plaintiff lll dollars for 

money had and received from one G. H. on June 
1, 1936, to be paid by defendant to plaintiff. 

Wherefore (etc. as in Form 3). 

(As amended Jan. 21, 1963, eff. July 1, 1963.) 

NOTES OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES—1963 
AMENDMENT 

This form was amended in 1963 by deleting the stated 
dollar amount and substituting a blank, to be properly 
filled in by the pleader. See Note of Advisory Commit-
tee under Form 3. 

Form 9. Complaint for Negligence 

1. Allegation of jurisdiction. 
2. On June 1, 1936, in a public highway called 

Boylston Street in Boston, Massachusetts, de-


