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transmit it promptly to the Justice concerned if 
an individual Justice has authority to grant the 
sought relief. 

2. The original and two copies of any applica-
tion addressed to an individual Justice shall be 
prepared as required by Rule 33.2, and shall be 
accompanied by proof of service as required by 
Rule 29. 

3. An application shall be addressed to the Jus-
tice allotted to the Circuit from which the case 
arises. When the Circuit Justice is unavailable 
for any reason, the application addressed to that 
Justice will be distributed to the Justice then 
available who is next junior to the Circuit Jus-
tice; the turn of the Chief Justice follows that of 
the most junior Justice. 

4. A Justice denying an application will note 
the denial thereon. Thereafter, unless action 
thereon is restricted by law to the Circuit Jus-
tice or is untimely under Rule 30.2, the party 
making an application, except in the case of an 
application for an extension of time, may renew 
it to any other Justice, subject to the provisions 
of this Rule. Except when the denial is without 
prejudice, a renewed application is not favored. 
Renewed application is made by a letter to the 
Clerk, designating the Justice to whom the ap-
plication is to be directed, and accompanied by 
10 copies of the original application and proof of 
service as required by Rule 29. 

5. A Justice to whom an application for a stay 
or for bail is submitted may refer it to the Court 
for determination. 

6. The Clerk will advise all parties concerned, 
by appropriately speedy means, of the disposi-
tion made of an application. 

Rule 23. Stays 

1. A stay may be granted by a Justice as per-
mitted by law. 

2. A party to a judgment sought to be reviewed 
may present to a Justice an application to stay 
the enforcement of that judgment. See 28 U.S.C. 
§ 2101(f). 

3. An application for a stay shall set out with 
particularity why the relief sought is not avail-
able from any other court or judge. Except in 
the most extraordinary circumstances, an appli-
cation for a stay will not be entertained unless 
the relief requested was first sought in the ap-
propriate court or courts below or from a judge 
or judges thereof. An application for a stay shall 
identify the judgment sought to be reviewed and 
have appended thereto a copy of the order and 
opinion, if any, and a copy of the order, if any, 
of the court or judge below denying the relief 
sought, and shall set out specific reasons why a 
stay is justified. The form and content of an ap-
plication for a stay are governed by Rules 22 and 
33.2. 

4. A judge, court, or Justice granting an appli-
cation for a stay pending review by this Court 
may condition the stay on the filing of a super-
sedeas bond having an approved surety or sure-
ties. The bond will be conditioned on the satis-
faction of the judgment in full, together with 
any costs, interest, and damages for delay that 
may be awarded. If a part of the judgment 
sought to be reviewed has already been satisfied, 
or is otherwise secured, the bond may be condi-
tioned on the satisfaction of the part of the 

judgment not otherwise secured or satisfied, to-
gether with costs, interest, and damages. 

PART VI. BRIEFS ON THE MERITS AND 
ORAL ARGUMENT 

Rule 24. Briefs on the Merits: In General 

1. A brief on the merits for a petitioner or an 
appellant shall comply in all respects with Rules 
33.1 and 34 and shall contain in the order here in-
dicated: 

(a) The questions presented for review under 
Rule 14.1(a). The questions shall be set out on 
the first page following the cover, and no 
other information may appear on that page. 
The phrasing of the questions presented need 
not be identical with that in the petition for a 
writ of certiorari or the jurisdictional state-
ment, but the brief may not raise additional 
questions or change the substance of the ques-
tions already presented in those documents. 
At its option, however, the Court may con-
sider a plain error not among the questions 
presented but evident from the record and 
otherwise within its jurisdiction to decide. 

(b) A list of all parties to the proceeding in 
the court whose judgment is under review (un-
less the caption of the case in this Court con-
tains the names of all parties). Any amended 
corporate disclosure statement as required by 
Rule 29.6 shall be placed here. 

(c) If the brief exceeds five pages, a table of 
contents and a table of cited authorities. 

(d) Citations of the official and unofficial re-
ports of the opinions and orders entered in the 
case by courts and administrative agencies. 

(e) A concise statement of the basis for juris-
diction in this Court, including the statutory 
provisions and time factors on which jurisdic-
tion rests. 

(f) The constitutional provisions, treaties, 
statutes, ordinances, and regulations involved 
in the case, set out verbatim with appropriate 
citation. If the provisions involved are 
lengthy, their citation alone suffices at this 
point, and their pertinent text, if not already 
set out in the petition for a writ of certiorari, 
jurisdictional statement, or an appendix to ei-
ther document, shall be set out in an appendix 
to the brief. 

(g) A concise statement of the case, setting 
out the facts material to the consideration of 
the questions presented, with appropriate ref-
erences to the joint appendix, e.g., App. 12, or 
to the record, e.g., Record 12. 

(h) A summary of the argument, suitably 
paragraphed. The summary should be a clear 
and concise condensation of the argument 
made in the body of the brief; mere repetition 
of the headings under which the argument is 
arranged is not sufficient. 

(i) The argument, exhibiting clearly the 
points of fact and of law presented and citing 
the authorities and statutes relied on. 

(j) A conclusion specifying with particular-
ity the relief the party seeks. 

2. A brief on the merits for a respondent or an 
appellee shall conform to the foregoing require-
ments, except that items required by subpara-
graphs 1(a), (b), (d), (e), (f), and (g) of this Rule 


