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CHAPTER 1—ORGANIZATION 

Sec. 

101. Purpose. 
102. Department of Transportation. 
103. Federal Railroad Administration. 
104. Federal Highway Administration. 
105. National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-

tion. 
106. Federal Aviation Administration. 
107. Federal Transit Administration. 
108. Coast Guard. 
109. Maritime Administration. 
110. Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Cor-

poration. 
111. Bureau of Transportation Statistics. 
112. Research and Special Programs Administra-

tion. 
113. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration. 
114. Transportation Security Administration. 
115. Transportation Security Oversight Board. 

AMENDMENTS 

2001—Pub. L. 107–71, title I, §§ 101(b), 102(d), Nov. 19, 

2001, 115 Stat. 602, 605, added items 114 and 115. 
1999—Pub. L. 106–159, title I, § 101(c)(1), Dec. 9, 1999, 113 

Stat. 1751, added item 113. 
1994—Pub. L. 103–272, § 4(j)(5)(B), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 

1366, as amended by Pub. L. 103–429, § 7(a)(3)(C), Oct. 31, 

1994, 108 Stat. 4388, struck out first item 110 ‘‘St. Law-

rence Seaway Development Corporation’’. 
1992—Pub. L. 102–508, title IV, § 401(b), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 

Stat. 3310, added item 112. 
1991—Pub. L. 102–240, title III, § 3004(c)(3), title VI, 

§ 6006(c), Dec. 18, 1991, 105 Stat. 2088, 2174, substituted 

‘‘Federal Transit Administration’’ for ‘‘Urban Mass 

Transportation Administration’’ in item 107 and added 

second item 110 and item 111. 

§ 101. Purpose 

(a) The national objectives of general welfare, 
economic growth and stability, and security of 
the United States require the development of 
transportation policies and programs that con-
tribute to providing fast, safe, efficient, and con-
venient transportation at the lowest cost con-
sistent with those and other national objectives, 
including the efficient use and conservation of 
the resources of the United States. 

(b) A Department of Transportation is nec-
essary in the public interest and to—

(1) ensure the coordinated and effective ad-
ministration of the transportation programs 
of the United States Government; 

(2) make easier the development and im-
provement of coordinated transportation serv-
ice to be provided by private enterprise to the 
greatest extent feasible; 

(3) encourage cooperation of Federal, State, 
and local governments, carriers, labor, and 
other interested persons to achieve transpor-
tation objectives; 

(4) stimulate technological advances in 
transportation, through research and develop-
ment or otherwise; 

(5) provide general leadership in identifying 
and solving transportation problems; and 

(6) develop and recommend to the President 
and Congress transportation policies and pro-
grams to achieve transportation objectives 
considering the needs of the public, users, car-
riers, industry, labor, and national defense. 

(Pub. L. 97–449, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2414; Pub. 
L. 102–240, title VI, § 6018, Dec. 18, 1991, 105 Stat. 
2183.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

101(a) ......... 49:1651(a). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 2(a), (b)(1), 80 Stat. 931. 

101(b) ......... 49:1651(b)(1). 

In subsections (a) and (b), the introductory declara-

tory words are omitted as surplus. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘national objectives of’’ 

are inserted for clarity. The words ‘‘United States’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘Nation’’ and ‘‘Nation’s’’, respectively, 

for consistency. The word ‘‘contribute’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘conducive’’ because the substituted word is more 

commonly used. The word ‘‘those’’ is substituted for 

‘‘utilization’’. 

In subsection (b)(2), the word ‘‘greatest’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘maximum’’ for consistency. 

In subsection (b)(3) and (6), the word ‘‘national’’ is 

omitted before ‘‘transportation’’ as unnecessary and for 

consistency. 

In subsection (b)(3), the word ‘‘persons’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘parties’’ as being more precise. 

In subsection (b)(6), the words ‘‘transportation objec-

tives’’ are substituted for ‘‘these objectives’’ for clarity 

and consistency. The words ‘‘full and appropriate’’ and 

‘‘for approval’’ are omitted as surplus. 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 102–240 inserted 

‘‘, through research and development or otherwise’’ 

after ‘‘advances in transportation’’. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–159, § 1(a), Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1748, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] 

may be cited as the ‘Motor Carrier Safety Improvement 

Act of 1999’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1995 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–88, § 1(a), Dec. 29, 1995, 109 Stat. 803, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] 

may be cited as the ‘ICC Termination Act of 1995’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–411, § 1, Oct. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 4236, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 1118, 1131, and 

40102 of this title and enacting provisions set out as 

notes under sections 1131 and 40109 of this title] may be 

cited as the ‘Independent Safety Board Act Amend-

ments of 1994’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1991 AMENDMENT 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 102–240 provided that: ‘‘This Act 

[see Tables for classification] may be cited as the 

‘Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 

1991’.’’

CONGRESSIONAL DECLARATION OF POLICY REGARDING 

NATIONAL INTERMODAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

Section 2 of Pub. L. 102–240, which provided that it 

was the policy of the United States to develop a Na-

tional Intermodal Transportation System consisting of 

all forms of transportation in a unified, interconnected 

manner, a National Highway System, improvements in 

public transportation achieving goals for improved air 

quality, energy conservation, international competi-

tiveness, and mobility for elderly persons, persons with 

disabilities, and economically disadvantaged persons, 

was repealed and reenacted as section 5501 of this title 

by Pub. L. 103–272, §§ 1(d), 7(b), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 848, 

1379. 

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Pub. L. 106–159, § 2, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1749, provided 

that: ‘‘In this Act [see Tables for classification], the 

term ‘Secretary’ means the Secretary of Transpor-

tation.’’
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Section 3 of Pub. L. 102–240 provided that: ‘‘As used in 

this Act [see Short Title of 1991 Amendment note set 

out above], the term ‘Secretary’ means the Secretary 

of Transportation.’’

EX. ORD. NO. 13330. HUMAN SERVICE TRANSPORTATION 

COORDINATION 

Ex. Ord. No. 13330, Feb. 24, 2004, 69 F.R. 9185, provided: 
By the authority vested in me as President by the 

Constitution and the laws of the United States of 

America, and to enhance access to transportation to 

improve mobility, employment opportunities, and ac-

cess to community services for persons who are trans-

portation-disadvantaged, it is hereby ordered as fol-

lows: 
SECTION 1. This order is issued consistent with the 

following findings and principles: 
(a) A strong America depends on citizens who are pro-

ductive and who actively participate in the life of their 

communities. 
(b) Transportation plays a critical role in providing 

access to employment, medical and health care, edu-

cation, and other community services and amenities. 

The importance of this role is underscored by the vari-

ety of transportation programs that have been created 

in conjunction with health and human service pro-

grams, and by the significant Federal investment in ac-

cessible public transportation systems throughout the 

Nation. 
(c) These transportation resources, however, are 

often difficult for citizens to understand and access, 

and are more costly than necessary due to inconsistent 

and unnecessary Federal and State program rules and 

restrictions. 
(d) A broad range of Federal program funding allows 

for the purchase or provision of transportation services 

and resources for persons who are transportation-dis-

advantaged. Yet, in too many communities, these serv-

ices and resources are fragmented, unused, or alto-

gether unavailable. 
(e) Federally assisted community transportation 

services should be seamless, comprehensive, and acces-

sible to those who rely on them for their lives and live-

lihoods. For persons with mobility limitations related 

to advanced age, persons with disabilities, and persons 

struggling for self-sufficiency, transportation within 

and between our communities should be as available 

and affordable as possible. 
(f) The development, implementation, and mainte-

nance of responsive, comprehensive, coordinated com-

munity transportation systems is essential for persons 

with disabilities, persons with low incomes, and older 

adults who rely on such transportation to fully partici-

pate in their communities. 
SEC. 2. Definitions. (a) As used in this order, the term 

‘‘agency’’ means an executive department or agency of 

the Federal Government. 
(b) For the purposes of this order, persons who are 

transportation-disadvantaged are persons who qualify 

for Federally conducted or Federally assisted transpor-

tation-related programs or services due to disability, 

income, or advanced age. 
SEC. 3. Establishment of the Interagency Transportation 

Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility. (a) There is 

hereby established, within the Department of Transpor-

tation for administrative purposes, the ‘‘Interagency 

Transportation Coordinating Council on Access and 

Mobility’’ (‘‘Interagency Transportation Coordinating 

Council’’ or ‘‘Council’’). The membership of the Inter-

agency Transportation Coordinating Council shall con-

sist of: 
(i) the Secretaries of Transportation, Health and 

Human Services, Education, Labor, Veterans Affairs, 

Agriculture, Housing and Urban Development, and 

the Interior, the Attorney General, and the Commis-

sioner of Social Security; and 
(ii) such other Federal officials as the Chairperson 

of the Council may designate. 
(b) The Secretary of Transportation, or the Sec-

retary’s designee, shall serve as the Chairperson of the 

Council. The Chairperson shall convene and preside at 

meetings of the Council, determine its agenda, direct 

its work, and, as appropriate to particular subject mat-

ters, establish and direct subgroups of the Council, 

which shall consist exclusively of the Council’s mem-

bers. 

(c) A member of the Council may designate any per-

son who is part of the member’s agency and who is an 

officer appointed by the President or a full-time em-

ployee serving in a position with pay equal to or great-

er than the minimum rate payable for GS–15 of the 

General Schedule to perform functions of the Council 

or its subgroups on the member’s behalf. 

SEC. 4. Functions of the Interagency Transportation Co-

ordinating Council. The Interagency Transportation Co-

ordinating Council shall: 

(a) promote interagency cooperation and the estab-

lishment of appropriate mechanisms to minimize dupli-

cation and overlap of Federal programs and services so 

that transportation-disadvantaged persons have access 

to more transportation services; 

(b) facilitate access to the most appropriate, cost-ef-

fective transportation services within existing re-

sources; 

(c) encourage enhanced customer access to the vari-

ety of transportation and resources available; 

(d) formulate and implement administrative, policy, 

and procedural mechanisms that enhance transpor-

tation services at all levels; and 

(e) develop and implement a method for monitoring 

progress on achieving the goals of this order. 

SEC. 5. Report. In performing its functions, the Inter-

agency Transportation Coordinating Council shall 

present to me a report not later than 1 calendar year 

from the date of this order. The report shall: 

(a) Identify those Federal, State, Tribal and local 

laws, regulations, procedures, and actions that have 

proven to be most useful and appropriate in coordi-

nating transportation services for the targeted popu-

lations; 

(b) Identify substantive and procedural requirements 

of transportation-related Federal laws and regulations 

that are duplicative or restrict the laws’ and regula-

tions’ most efficient operation; 

(c) Describe the results achieved, on an agency and 

program basis, in: (i) simplifying access to transpor-

tation services for persons with disabilities, persons 

with low income, and older adults; (ii) providing the 

most appropriate, cost-effective transportation services 

within existing resources; and (iii) reducing duplication 

to make funds available for more services to more such 

persons; 

(d) Provide recommendations to simplify and coordi-

nate applicable substantive, procedural, and adminis-

trative requirements; and 

(e) Provide any other recommendations that would, 

in the judgment of the Council, advance the principles 

set forth in section 1 of this order. 

SEC. 6. General. (a) Agencies shall assist the Inter-

agency Transportation Coordinating Council and pro-

vide information to the Council consistent with appli-

cable law as may be necessary to carry out its func-

tions. To the extent permitted by law, and as permitted 

by available agency resources, the Department of 

Transportation shall provide funding and administra-

tive support for the Council. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair 

or otherwise affect the functions of the Director of the 

Office of Management and Budget relating to budget, 

administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(c) This order is intended only to improve the inter-

nal management of the executive branch and is not in-

tended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 

substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-

uity by a party against the United States, its depart-

ments, agencies, instrumentalities or entities, its offi-

cers or employees, or any other person. 

GEORGE W. BUSH. 
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§ 102. Department of Transportation 

(a) The Department of Transportation is an 
executive department of the United States Gov-
ernment at the seat of Government. 

(b) The head of the Department is the Sec-
retary of Transportation. The Secretary is ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. 

(c) The Department has a Deputy Secretary of 
Transportation appointed by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
The Deputy Secretary—

(1) shall carry out duties and powers pre-
scribed by the Secretary; and 

(2) acts for the Secretary when the Sec-
retary is absent or unable to serve or when the 
office of Secretary is vacant.

(d) The Department has an Under Secretary of 
Transportation for Policy appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. The Under Secretary shall provide 
leadership in the development of policy for the 
Department, supervise the policy activities of 
Assistant Secretaries with primary responsibil-
ity for aviation, international, and other trans-
portation policy development and carry out 
other powers and duties prescribed by the Sec-
retary. The Under Secretary acts for the Sec-
retary when the Secretary and the Deputy Sec-
retary are absent or unable to serve, or when the 
offices of Secretary and Deputy Secretary are 
vacant. 

(e) The Department has 4 Assistant Secretar-
ies and a General Counsel appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. The Department also has an Assist-
ant Secretary of Transportation for Administra-
tion appointed in the competitive service by the 
Secretary, with the approval of the President. 
They shall carry out duties and powers pre-
scribed by the Secretary. An Assistant Sec-
retary or the General Counsel, in the order pre-
scribed by the Secretary, acts for the Secretary 
when the Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and 
Under Secretary of Transportation for Policy 
are absent or unable to serve, or when the of-
fices of the Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and 
Under Secretary of Transportation for Policy 
are vacant. 

(f) The Department shall have a seal that shall 
be judicially recognized. 

(Pub. L. 97–449, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2414; Pub. 
L. 98–557, § 26(a), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2873; Pub. 
L. 103–272, § 4(j)(1), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1365; 
Pub. L. 107–295, title II, § 215(a), (c), Nov. 25, 2002, 
116 Stat. 2101, 2102.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

102(a) ......... 49:1652(a) (1st sen-
tence). 

Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 3(a), (c), (d), 80 Stat. 931. 

102(b) ......... 49:1652(a) (less 1st 
sentence). 

102(c) ......... 49:1652(b) (less 
words between pa-
rentheses). 

Oct 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 3(b), 80 Stat. 931; Oct. 28, 
1974, Pub. L. 93–496, § 16(a), 
88 Stat. 1533. 

102(d) ......... 49:1652(b) (words be-
tween paren-
theses), (c), (d). 

102(e) ......... 49:1657(k). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 9(k), 80 Stat. 946. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘There is hereby estab-

lished’’ and ‘‘to be known as’’ are omitted as executed. 

The words ‘‘(hereafter referred to in this chapter as the 

‘Department’)’’ are omitted as unnecessary because of 

the style used in codifying the revised title. The words 

‘‘of the United States Government’’ are added for clar-

ity. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘(hereafter referred to in 

this chapter as the ‘Secretary’)’’ are omitted as unnec-

essary because of the style used in codifying the revised 

title. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘carry out duties and 

powers’’ and ‘‘acts for’’ are substituted for ‘‘act for and 

exercise the powers of’’ and ‘‘perform such functions, 

powers, and duties’’, respectively, for consistency and 

to eliminate surplus words. The words ‘‘unable to 

serve’’ are substituted for ‘‘disability’’ for consistency 

and clarity. 

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘in the competitive serv-

ice’’ are substituted for ‘‘under the classified civil serv-

ice’’ to conform to 5:2102. The words ‘‘from time to 

time’’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘acts for’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘act for, and exercise the powers of’’ for 

consistency and to eliminate surplus words. The words 

‘‘when the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary are ab-

sent or unable to serve, or when the offices of Secretary 

and Deputy Secretary are vacant’’ are substituted for 

‘‘during the absence or disability of the Deputy Sec-

retary, or in the event of a vacancy in the office of a 

Deputy Secretary’’ as being more precise and for con-

sistency. 

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘The Secretary shall 

cause a . . . of office’’ and ‘‘of such device’’ are omitted 

as unnecessary because of the restatement. The words 

‘‘as he shall approve’’ are omitted as unnecessary be-

cause subsection (b) of the section establishes the Sec-

retary of Transportation as the head of the Department 

of Transportation. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–295, § 215(a)(2), added 

subsec. (d). Former subsec. (d) redesignated (g). 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–295, § 215(a)(3), which directed 

the substitution of ‘‘Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and 

Under Secretary of Transportation for Policy’’ for 

‘‘Secretary and the Deputy Secretary’’ each place it ap-

pears in last sentence, was executed by making substi-

tution for ‘‘Secretary and the Deputy Secretary’’ be-

fore ‘‘are absent’’ and for ‘‘Secretary and Deputy Sec-

retary’’ before ‘‘are vacant’’, to reflect the probable in-

tent of Congress. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 107–295, § 215(c), struck out subsec. 

(g) which read as follows: ‘‘The Department has an As-

sociate Deputy Secretary appointed by the President, 

by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. The 

Associate Deputy Secretary shall carry out powers and 

duties prescribed by the Secretary.’’

Pub. L. 107–295, § 215(a)(1), redesignated subsec. (d) as 

(g). 

1994—Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 103–272 redesignated 

subsec. (e), relating to judicial recognition of Depart-

ment seal, as (f). 

1984—Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 98–557 added subsec. (d) 

and redesignated former subsec. (d), relating to Assist-

ant Secretaries and General Counsel, as (e). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–295, title II, § 215(c), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 

2102, provided that the amendment to this section made 

by section 215(c) is effective on the date that an indi-

vidual is appointed to the position of Under Secretary 

of Transportation for Policy under subsection (d) of 

this section. On Mar. 19, 2003, the United States Senate 

confirmed the appointment of the first Under Secretary 

of Transportation for Policy. 

NOTICE 

Pub. L. 105–178, title V, § 5003, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 

422, provided that: 
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