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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 108-178 effective Aug. 21, 2002,
see section 5 of Pub. L. 108-178, set out as a note under
section 5334 of Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees.

§16. Address information reviewed by States and
local governments

(a) The Secretary, to assist efforts to ensure
the accuracy of censuses and surveys under this
title, shall—

(1) publish standards defining the content
and structure of address information which
States and local units of general purpose gov-
ernment may submit to the Secretary to be
used in developing a national address list;

(2)(A) develop and publish a timetable for
the Bureau to receive, review, and respond to
submissions of information under paragraph
(1) before the decennial census date; and

(B) provide for a response by the Bureau
with respect to such submissions in which the
Bureau specifies its determinations regarding
such information and the reasons for such de-
terminations; and

(3) be subject to the review process devel-
oped under section 3 of the Census Address
List Improvement Act of 1994 relating to re-
sponses pursuant to paragraph (2).

(b)(1) The Secretary—

(A) shall provide officials who are designated
as census liaisons by a local unit of general
purpose government with access to census ad-
dress information for the purpose of verifying
the accuracy of the address information of the
Bureau for census and survey purposes; and

(B) together with such access, should pro-
vide an explanation of duties and obligations
under this title.

(2) Access under paragraph (1) shall be limited
to address information concerning addresses
within the local unit of general purpose govern-
ment represented by the census liaison or an ad-
jacent local unit of general purpose government.

(3) The Bureau should respond to each recom-
mendation made by a census liaison concerning
the accuracy of address information, including
the determination (and reasons therefor) of the
Bureau regarding each such recommendation.

(4) For the purposes of paragraph (1), in a case
in which a local unit of general purpose govern-
ment is within another local unit of general pur-
pose government and is not independent of the
enclosing unit, the census liaison shall be des-
ignated by the local unit of general purpose gov-
ernment which is within the enclosing local unit
of general purpose government.

(5) A census liaison may not use information
made available under paragraph (1) for any pur-
pose other than the purpose specified in para-
graph (1).

(c) For the purposes of this section—

(1) the term ‘‘local unit of general purpose
government’’ has the meaning given such term
by section 184(1) of this title; and

(2) the term ‘‘State’ includes the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, American Samoa, Guam, the Virgin
Islands, and any other territory or possession
of the United States.
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(Added Pub. L. 103-430, §2(a), Oct. 31, 1994, 108
Stat. 4393.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 3 of the Census Address List Improvement
Act of 1994, referred to in subsec. (a)(3), is section 3 of
Pub. L. 103-430, set out below.

DEVELOPMENT OF APPEALS PROCESS BY ADMINISTRATOR
OF OFFICE OF INFORMATION AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS

Section 3 of Pub. L. 103-430 provided that: ‘“The Ad-
ministrator of the Office of Information and Regu-
latory Affairs, acting through the Chief Statistician
and in consultation with the Bureau of the Census,
shall develop an appeals process for those States and
local units of general purpose government which desire
to appeal determinations of the Bureau of the Census
pursuant to section 16(a)(2) or (b)(3) of title 13, United
States Code. Appeals under such process shall be re-
solved before the decennial census date. The Chief Stat-
istician shall publish the proposed appeals process for a
period of public comment before finalizing such proc-
ess.”

SUBCHAPTER II—OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES

§ 21. Director of the Census; duties

The Bureau shall be headed by a Director of
the Census, appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate. The
Director shall perform such duties as may be
imposed upon him by law, regulations, or orders
of the Secretary.

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1014.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., §2 (Mar. 6, 1902, ch.
139, §3, 32 Stat. 51; June 18, 1929, ch. 28, §21, 46 Stat. 26).
The provision of section 2 of title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed.,
which imposed upon the Director the duty to super-
intend and direct the taking of censuses of the United
States was omitted in view of 1950 Reorganization Plan
No. 5, effective May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263,
which transferred all functions of all officers, employ-
ees, bureaus, and agencies of the Department of Com-
merce to the Secretary of Commerce, and this title, as
revised, vests such duty in the Secretary. However,
under section 4 of this title, he may delegate his func-
tions hereunder.

“Bureau’ was substituted for ‘“permanent Census Of-
fice”. See Revision Note to section 2 of this title.

At the end of this section, references to regulations,
and to orders of the Secretary, were added after ‘‘law”’
in view of the changes effected by 1950 Reorganization
Plan No. 5, referred to above.

Changes were made in phraseology.

§ 22, Qualifications of permanent personnel

All permanent officers and employees of the
Bureau shall be citizens of the United States.

(Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1158, 68 Stat. 1014; Pub. L.
86-769, §1, Sept. 13, 1960, 74 Stat. 911.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed., §§5, 6 (Mar. 6, 1902,
ch. 139, §§5, 10, 32 Stat. 51, 53; June 18, 1929, ch. 28, §21,
46 Stat. 26).

Section consolidates section 5 of title 13, U.S.C., 1952
ed., with section 6 of such title.

A reference to ‘‘officers’ was inserted for complete-
ness, and the word ‘‘permanent’” was inserted before
“‘officers and employees’ for the purpose of clarity.

The provision in section 5 of title 13, U.S.C., 1952 ed.,
excepting unskilled laborers from the requirements for



