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entitled to retain, for as long as he determines 
there is need therefor, commencing at the expi-
ration of his term of office as a Representative 
in Congress the complete and exclusive use of 
one office selected by him in order to facilitate 
the administration, settlement, and conclusion 
of matters pertaining to or arising out of his in-
cumbency in office as a Representative in Con-
gress and as Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives. Such office shall be located in the United 
States and shall be furnished and maintained by 
the Government in a condition appropriate for 
his use. 

(b) Sections 31b–1 to 31b–7 of this title shall 
not apply with respect to any former Speaker of 
the House of Representatives for any period dur-
ing which such former Speaker holds an ap-
pointive or elective office or position in or under 
the Federal Government or the government of 
the District of Columbia to which is attached a 
rate of pay other than a nominal rate or to any 
former Speaker separated from the service by 
reason of expulsion from the House. 

(Pub. L. 91–665, ch. VIII, Jan. 8, 1971, 84 Stat. 
1989; Pub. L. 93–532, § 1, Dec. 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1723; Pub. L. 99–225, Dec. 28, 1985, 99 Stat. 1743.) 

CODIFICATION 

Subsection (a) of this section is based on section 1 of 
House Resolution No. 1238, Ninety-first Congress, Dec. 
23, 1970, which was enacted into permanent law by Pub. 
L. 91–665. 

Subsection (b) of this section is based on section 1(b) 
of Pub. L. 93–532. 

As originally enacted into permanent law, section ap-
plied to Speaker of House of Representatives in 91st 
Congress and has been extended to apply to each former 
Speaker of House of Representatives. See section 1(a) of 
Pub. L. 93–532, set out as a note under this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–225 substituted ‘‘one of-
fice selected by him in order to facilitate the adminis-
tration, settlement, and conclusion of matters pertain-
ing to or arising out of his incumbency in office as a 
Representative in Congress and as Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. Such office shall be located 
in the United States and shall be furnished and main-
tained by the Government in a condition appropriate 
for his use’’ for ‘‘the Federal office space which is cur-
rently made available for his use in the congressional 
district represented by him and which shall be main-
tained by the Government in a condition appropriate 
for his use as he may request, together with all fur-
niture, equipment, and furnishings currently made 
available by the Government for his use in connection 
with such office space, including any necessary replace-
ments of such office furniture, equipment, and furnish-
ings, in order to facilitate the administration, settle-
ment, and conclusion of matters pertaining to or aris-
ing out of his incumbency in office as a Representative 
in Congress and as Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 7 of House Resolution No. 1238, Ninety-first 
Congress, Dec. 23, 1970, as enacted into permanent law 
by Pub. L. 91–665, provided that: ‘‘The foregoing provi-
sions of this resolution [enacting sections 31b–1 to 31b–6 
of this title] shall become effective on the date of the 

enactment of this resolution as permanent law [Jan. 8, 
1971].’’

EXTENSION OF HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 1238, 91ST CON-
GRESS, TO FORMER SPEAKERS OF HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

Section 1(a) of Pub. L. 93–532 provided that: ‘‘The pro-
visions of H. Res. 1238, Ninety-first Congress, as en-
acted into permanent law by the Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, 1971 (84 Stat. 1989) [enacting sections 
31b–1 to 31b–6 of this title and provision set out as a 
note under this section], are hereby extended to, and 
made applicable with respect to, each former Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, as long as he deter-
mines there is need therefor, commencing at the expi-
ration of his term of office as Representative in Con-
gress.’’

§ 31b–2. Allowance available to former Speaker 
for payment of office and other expenses for 
administration, etc., of matters pertaining to 
incumbency in office as Representative and 
Speaker 

The Speaker is entitled to have the applicable 
accounts of the House of Representatives be 
available for payment of, for as long as he deter-
mines there is need therefor, commencing at the 
expiration of his term of office as a Representa-
tive in Congress, an allowance equal to the 
Members’ Representational Allowance (to be 
paid in the same manner as such Allowance) for 
office and other expenses incurred in connection 
with the administration, settlement, and con-
clusion of matters pertaining to or arising out 
of his incumbency in office as a Representative 
in Congress and as Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(Pub. L. 91–665, ch. VIII, Jan. 8, 1971, 84 Stat. 
1989; Pub. L. 93–532, § 1(a), Dec. 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1723; Pub. L. 99–151, title I, § 102(b), Nov. 13, 1985, 
99 Stat. 797; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 203(2), Aug. 
20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1725.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 2 of House Resolution No. 
1238, Ninety-first Congress, Dec. 23, 1970, which was en-
acted into permanent law by Pub. L. 91–665. 

As originally enacted into permanent law, section ap-
plied to Speaker of House of Representatives in 91st 
Congress and has been extended to apply to each former 
Speaker of House of Representatives. See section 1(a) of 
Pub. L. 93–532, set out as a note under section 31b–1 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 substituted ‘‘applicable accounts 
of the House of Representatives’’ for ‘‘contingent fund 
of the House’’ and ‘‘Members’ Representational Allow-
ance’’ for ‘‘base allowance component of the Official 
Expenses Allowance then currently in effect for each 
Member of the House’’. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–151 substituted ‘‘have the contingent 
fund of the House be available for payment of’’ for ‘‘re-
imbursement, from the contingent fund of the House’’ 
and ‘‘an allowance equal to the base allowance compo-
nent of the Official Expenses Allowance then currently 
in effect for each Member of the House (to be paid in 
the same manner as such Allowance)’’ for ‘‘in the man-
ner provided by applicable provisions of the Legislative 
Appropriation Act, 1955, as amended by the Act of June 
13, 1957 (71 Stat. 82; Public Law 85–54), and by the provi-
sions of House Resolution 831, Eighty-eighth Congress, 
adopted August 14, 1964, enacted as permanent law by 
section 103 of the Legislative Branch Appropriation 
Act, 1966 (79 Stat. 281; Public Law 89–90; 2 U.S.C. 122a), 
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in an aggregate quarterly amount equal to the aggre-
gate quarterly amount to which a Member of the House 
of Representatives is entitled under such provisions of 
law as in effect on January 8, 1971, or as amended or 
supplemented after such date,’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 8, 1971, see Effective Date note 
set out under section 31b–1 of this title. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

For establishment of Members’ Representational Al-
lowance, see section 57b of this title. 

§ 31b–3. Repealed. Pub. L. 99–151, title I, § 102(b), 
Nov. 13, 1985, 99 Stat. 797

Section, based on H. Res. No. 1238, § 3, Dec. 23, 1970, 
enacted into permanent law by Pub. L. 91–665, ch. VIII, 
Jan. 8, 1971, 84 Stat. 1989; Pub. L. 93–532, § 1(a), Dec. 22, 
1974, 88 Stat. 1723, provided for reimbursement of 
former Speaker of House for telephone service charges 
for administration, etc., of matters pertaining to in-
cumbency in office as Representative and Speaker. 

§ 31b–4. Franked mail and printing privileges of 
former Speaker 

(a) The Speaker may send mail as franked 
mail under sections 3210 and 3213 of title 39, and 
send and receive mail as franked mail under sec-
tion 3211 of that title, for as long as he deter-
mines there is need therefor, commencing at the 
close of the period specified in those sections 
following the expiration of his term of office as 
a Representative in Congress. The postage on 
such mail, including registry fees if registration 
is required, shall be paid and credited as pro-
vided by section 3216(a) of title 39. 

(b) For as long as he determines there is need 
therefor, commencing at the expiration of his 
term of office as a Representative in Congress, 
the Speaker shall be entitled to the benefits af-
forded by section 733 of title 44. 

(Pub. L. 91–665, ch. VIII, Jan. 8, 1971, 84 Stat. 
1989; Pub. L. 93–532, § 1(a), Dec. 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1723.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 4 of House Resolution No. 
1238, Ninety-first Congress, Dec. 23, 1970, which was en-
acted into permanent law by Pub. L. 91–665. 

As originally enacted into permanent law, section ap-
plied to Speaker of House of Representatives in 91st 
Congress and has been extended to apply to each former 
Speaker of House of Representatives. See section 1(a) of 
Pub. L. 93–532, set out as a note under section 31b–1 of 
this title. 

References to sections of Title 39, Postal Service, 
have been substituted for references to obsolete sec-
tions of Title 39, The Postal Service, in view of revision 
and reenactment of such Title by the Postal Reorga-
nization Act, Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 719. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 8, 1971, see Effective Date note 
set out under section 31b–1 of this title. 

§ 31b–5. Staff assistance to former Speaker for 
administration, etc., of matters pertaining to 
incumbency in office as Representative and 
Speaker; compensation and status of staff 

In order to provide staff assistance to the 
Speaker in connection with the administration, 
settlement, and conclusion of matters pertain-

ing to or arising out of his incumbency in office 
as a Representative in Congress and as Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, the contingent 
fund of the House is hereby made available, for 
as long as he determines there is need therefor, 
commencing at the expiration of the term of of-
fice of the Speaker as a Representative in Con-
gress for payment of the salaries of an Adminis-
trative Assistant, who shall be paid at a basic 
per annum rate of not to exceed the then cur-
rent rate for step 11 of level 13 of the House Em-
ployees Schedule, as determined by the Speaker, 
a Secretary, who shall be paid at a basic per 
annum rate of not to exceed the then current 
rate for step 8 of level 12 of such Schedule, as de-
termined by the Speaker, and an additional Sec-
retary, who shall be paid at a gross per annum 
rate of not to exceed the then current rate for 
step 1 of level 6 of such Schedule as determined 
by the Speaker, designated and appointed by the 
Speaker to serve as members of his office staff 
in such period. Each person so designated and 
appointed shall be held and considered, for the 
duration of such appointment, as—

(1) an ‘‘employee’’ for the purposes of sub-
chapter I of chapter 81 (relating to compensa-
tion for work injuries) of title 5, and 

(2) a ‘‘congressional employee’’ within the 
meaning of section 2107 of title 5, for the pur-
poses of—

(A) subchapter III (relating to civil service 
retirement) of chapter 83 of such title, 

(B) chapter 87 (relating to Federal employ-
ees group life insurance) of such title, and 

(C) chapter 89 (relating to Federal employ-
ees group health insurance) of such title. 

(Pub. L. 91–665, ch. VIII, Jan. 8, 1971, 84 Stat. 
1989; Pub. L. 93–532, § 1(a), Dec. 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1723; Pub. L. 95–94, title I, § 115, Aug. 5, 1977, 91 
Stat. 668; Pub. L. 99–151, title I, § 102(a), Nov. 13, 
1985, 99 Stat. 797; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 203(3), 
Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1725; Pub. L. 108–447, div. 
G, title I, § 110, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 3177.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 5 of House Resolution No. 
1238, Ninety-first Congress, Dec. 23, 1970, which was en-
acted into permanent law by Pub. L. 91–665. 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–94 is based on section 2 of 
House Resolution No. 1576, Ninety-fourth Congress, 
Sept. 30, 1976, which was enacted into permanent law by 
Pub. L. 95–94. 

As originally enacted into permanent law, section ap-
plied to Speaker of House of Representatives in 91st 
Congress and has been extended to apply to each former 
Speaker of House of Representatives. See section 1(a) of 
Pub. L. 93–532, set out as a note under section 31b–1 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–447 substituted ‘‘step 11 of level 13’’ 
for ‘‘step 5 of level 11’’ and ‘‘step 8 of level 12’’ for ‘‘step 
9 of level 8’’. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 substituted ‘‘for payment of’’ for 
‘‘to enable the Clerk of the House to pay’’. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–151 substituted ‘‘not to exceed the 
then current rate for step 5 of level 11 of the House Em-
ployees Schedule’’ for ‘‘not to exceed $3,000’’ the first 
place it appeared, ‘‘not to exceed the then current rate 
for step 9 of level 8 of such Schedule’’ for ‘‘not to exceed 
$3,000’’ the second place it appeared, and ‘‘not to exceed 
the then current rate for step 1 of level 6 of such Sched-
ule’’ for ‘‘not to exceed $9,000’’. 
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